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SCENE 1
The Greatest Hymn on Earth
Words and Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN
and NATHANIEL SEMSEN
AV} Arranged by Daniel Semsen
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RINGMASTER:
Ladies and gentlemen! Children of all ages!
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and far. Wel-come to the

RINGYIASTER™Seep right up, boys and girls!
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Woah!
R TER: The amazing acts you are about to see are the finalists in a

competition where you will help us to decide the winner of the
title of The Greatest Hymn on Earth!
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SCENE 2

(Lights come up on a circus ring that is just starting their show!
RINGMASTER, ROSE, BROOKLYN, TIGHTROPE COWBOY, ZOE and
ZANE, JEDI THE GREAT and BOWEN stand in a semi-circle in the center of
the ring.)

AV [ P |@ (SEX: Circus Underscore)

RINGMASTER: Come one, come all! Let your eyes and ears be dazzled by the
spectacular acts you will see here tonight with the Amazing Gr

Group. Each of our talented performers has abilities beyopd what
you could ever imagine!

ROSE: We will astound you with wonders ...
BROOKLYN: ... and sound-shattering roars that will make y irgtand on
end!

TIGHTROPE COWBOY: You’ll see amazing acts of mi
ZANE and ZOE: (together) ... and rockin’ feats of s
BOWEN: We will tickle your funny bone .,
JEDI THE GREAT: ... and bend your min c ossibilities.

(Underscore ends)
RINGMASTER: Most importantl%ill erience treasures of the faith and
g-

be a part of selecti
AV [ k] |® (SEX: Drum rol
ALL: ... the Gr. n Earth!

ingexcept for ZANE and ZOE, who gather their barbells
len Mg, of the ring.)

(Everyone leqge

and come @

RINGMASTER: s get started! It’s my distinct pleasure to introduce you to
duo tHat is like no other—each with the strength of ten children.
r own Amazing Grace Muscle Twins!

Z I am Zane.
And I am Zoe.
d ZOE: (looking at each other) Let’s get shredded! (double high five)

(Each time they double high five, it’s different than the last. (up, down; left hand
right hand; front, back). As they present the story, they alternate between lifting
weights to the beat, and acting out the story. When they speak in unison, they
come together.)

ZANE: Our hymn is taken from a very awesome Scripture passage.

ZOE: Let’s crush it, bro! Jesus said, ...
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Muscle Twins Underscore
AV [ I Music by NATHANIEL SEMSEN
| Heavy (J=103) Arranged by Nathaniel Semsen
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ZANE: (lifting weights)

ere eryone who hears these words of mine
ctice is like a wise man who built his house ...

ZANE and ZOE: (uniso ROCK!

ZOE: The rgi e , the streams rose, ..

ZANE: 0]

ZOE: (contifging) ... and the winds blew and beat against that house; ...

ZANE:
ZA

.. yet it did not fall because it had its foundation ...
OE: (unison) ... ON THE ROCK.

Z But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them
into practice is like a foolish man who built his house ...

ANE and ZOE: (Boohoo-ish sad faces, together) ... ON THE SAND.”

NE: (aside) That is so sad, yah?!
ZOE: He was not shredded.
ZANE: “The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat

against that house, and it fell with ...
ZANE and ZOE: (unison) ... A GREAT CRASH.” (Matthew 7:24-27 ESV)
AV H] |@ Song: The Solid Rock (On the Rock) with Nothing but the Blood
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The Solid Rock [On the Rock)

with Nothing but the Blood Words and Music by
EDWARD MOTE and WILLIAM B. BRADBURY
New Words and Music by

CHRISTY SEMSEN and NATHANIEL SEMSEN
Arranged by Nathaniel Semsen and Daniel Semsen

(During song, the twins lift their barbell weights and pose in weightlifter pose

as they shout.)

AV 1 (MUSCLE TWINS pose)
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sink-ing sand. All oth-er ground is sink-ing__  sand.
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Rock. Je -sus is the Rock. He’s the Rock. He’s the Rock!

Arr. © Copyright 2023 Semsen Family Music (ASCAP) (Adm. at Music Services). All Rights Reserved.
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Je - sus is the Rock. He’s the Rock. He’s the Rock!
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SCENE 3

RINGMASTER: How about that! Let’s hear it for our first two hymns in the finals.
ZANE: “On Christ the Solid Rock” ...
X246 (SLIDE: On Christ the Solid Rock)

(Applause led by ZOE.)
ZOE: ... and “Nothing but the Blood of Jesus”!

(Applause led by ZANE.)
ZANE: It’s a strong start... get it? V
ZANE and ZOE: (looking at each other) Let’s get shredded!

(They double high five and leave the ring. BROOKLYN ruy, hisper to

RINGMASTER.)

issue rtrude...

b&ghe problem with the

BROOKLYN: (running up) Ringmaster, we may have a

RINGMASTER: (nervous giggle) What could possi
most ferocious lion this side of...

(BROOKLYN whispers in her ear. RIN @V A is confused.)
RINGMASTER: What? The Lion’s doin (Brgoklyn whispers more) She’s
a

obsessed with... what? We e of it, please! She goes on in
15!
(RINGMASTER exits thegling ourish.)

AV ¢ |@ (SEX: Bowen thH&QCgfn)

(Little CLOWNS, ou wving "a clown car and pile out. They honk horns.
ROSE steps out ring and presents the CLOWNS.)

d g@uatlemen, that sound means you’re in for a treat. You
are agfut to experience Bowen the Clown and his Bouncin’ Bozos.

(R otionsYowards them and steps back to the side.)
BOWENS was the clown always on his feet? He was a stand-up comedian.

Thanks, folks, we got another one for ya. We don’t clown around.
Just kiddin’, we do. (winking and pointing at audience)

CLOWN 1: Why did the birthday clown go to jail? For blowing up
balloons!

LITTLE CLOWN 2: What do clowns order for breakfast? Eggs... funny side up!

BOWEN: What’s a dentist’s favorite hymn? “Crown Him with Many
Crowns”!

RINGMASTER: Bouncin’ Bozos, tell us about our next act!



The Greatest Hymn on Earth — Script-Vocal

14
IX\A€8 (SLIDE: Blessed Assurance)
BOWEN: In 1873, Fanny Crosby and her friend Phoebe wrote the

hymn “Blessed Assurance,” about having complete
confidence in God’s promises.

LITTLE CLOWN 1: The hymn “Jesus Paid It All” was written in 1865.
LITTLE CLOWN 2: It talks about how Jesus’ blood paid the penalty for our sin.

Jesus Paid It All (Wash Me

with Blessed Assurance

ELVINA M. HA and N T. GRAPE
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washed it white as  snow. Lord, now in-deed 1
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washed me white as sngWw._ He took my sin a-way;
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now I'm free (@ ole! He washed me white as snow!
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Arr. © Copyright 2023 Semsen Family Music (ASCAP) (Adm. at Music Services). All Rights Reserved.
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BOWEN: Why did the clown feel sad looking at the balloon? (beat) He couldn’t
afford it because of inflation!
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SCENE 4
RINGMASTER: Let’s hear it for the hymns led by the Bouncin’ Bozos!
X210 (SLIDE: Jesus Paid It all and Blessed Assurance)
BOWEN: “Jesus Paid It All” and “Blessed Assurance”!

17

(everyone claps)

(TIGHTROPE COWBOY, BROOKLYN, JEDI, BOWEN, ZANE and ZOE line u,
behind BOWEN in ring, preparing to present. Sideshow acts come out on
ring, waiting to be presented.)

ROSE: (stepping forward) Here at the Amazing Grace Group we
with the most spectacular gifts! We are so proud of i
acts.

(TIGHTROPE COWBOY steps to center and motions to @ oulg child

with a very long grey beard, walking with a cane.)

Tap Dance Und ore

11
F[E]' ime! (J= by NATHANIEL SEMSEN
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TIGHTROPE COWBOY: We proudly present to you: the world’s oldest tap

dancer—clockin’ in at 100 years old! Hope I’m still line-dancing
when I’m half his age! Sweet PT Barnum and Bailey! What a beard!

JEDI THE GREAT: (holding a device) Next, we have a sideshow that will absolutely
blow your mind. The speediest texter in the world. Are you ready?
(nonchalantly) Lyndi, can you please text me a full list of your Top 10

Favorite...
LYNDI: (pretending to text and cutting her off) Already did.
(applause)
JEDI: And also can you send me... V
LYNDI: (texting) Done.
(applause)
JEDI: In a word: AMAZING.

RINGMASTER: We also have the lowest talker in the s
(Holds mic up to BOY and he mouths his words
RINGMASTER: (understanding him) Is that

n't hear.)

ZANE: Along with a child who hag n eatgl a vegetable in their life!
(points to CHILD who s xﬂ believe it, Zoe?
ZOE: I cannot believe it, ldsWmicrophone to his face) Seriously bro,

(A CHILD in a carrot ses him off as he yells. CLOWN walks up
to a CHILD stan oard, holding a video game in each hand,
playing.)

BOWEN: A | o can play two video games at once...
(They remo e board and show he's playing with his feet as well)
BOWEN; .. AND"two with his feet!

: Take this opportunity to honor a few kids in the choir for being incredible:

INGMASTER: We are also thrilled to highlight some AMAZING local talent—
known for being a light to all around them.

(Put kids faces on screen with a blurb about them.)

is someone who has this special skill:

(Add details explaining why they are so special!)
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RINGMASTER: Let’s hear it for our sideshow acts! (applause)

Now, without any further ado, take it away, Tightrope Cowboy!

(Everyone but TIGHTROPE COWBOY and ROSE exits the ring. ROSE stands
to the back, watching.)

TIGHTROPE COWBOY: (personable) They call me the Tightrope Cowboy cuz

I always say, “Everything’s better in my boots.” Plus, I love being

high in the air. I know what you’re thinking: How crazy do you ha
to be to get up on that high wire... in cowboy boots, no less!
it’s not what’s below me that I’m looking at. The reality is
put one boot in front of the other and keep my eyes on t
reach the other side. Just like we keep our eyes on Jesus a
through each day.

ROSE: Tell us, is there a story behind your hymns?
TIGHTROPE COWBOY: I’d be happy to, Rose.
X212 (SLIDE: Be Thou My Vision)

“Be Thou My Vision” is based off gf p itten over one
THOUSAND years ago!

And the second hymn, “’Tis
over a century ago aboul tigsti

ROSE: Any advice for kids toda

TIGHTROPE COWBOY: You
He’s close to
34:17-18 s

eetto Trust in Jesus,” was written
ingdesus even in the bad times.

with us even in our worst moments.
hen it feels like there’s no hope. Psalm
teous cry out, and the LORD hears them;
all their troubles. The LORD is close to the

ving a bad day, put on some cowboy boots and trust
God ¥ke you’re walking across a high wire.

AV K] @} ong: Be Thou My Vision (Give Me Your Eyes)

with °Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
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Be Thou My Vision
(Give Me Your Eyes)
with >Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
Traditional Irish hymn
New Words and Music by
i3 CHRISTY SEMSEN
| Modern Country (J = 86) Arranged by Daniel Sem
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© Copyright 2023 Semsen Family Music (ASCAP) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.
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O for grace to trust Him more!
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SCENE 5

(RINGMASTER, ROSE, BROOKLYN, TIGHTROPE COWBOY, ZOE and ZANE, JEDI THE
GREAT and BOWEN stand in a semi-circle in the center of the ring like the beginning, but
ROSE stands in the center. As they sing, GERTRUDE THE LION slowly starts sneaking on
stage in the background. No one notices, except eventually, RINGMASTER.)

The Greatest Hymn on Earth Reprise

23

Words and Music
CHRISTY SEMSEN and NATHANIEL SEMSE
4 Arranged by Daniel
| Epic! (J=84) RINGMASTER: Ladies and gentlemen!
A CHOIR f .
Y T D | N
"m b ID 5 Il Il Il 1 Il Il Il 1 i AI Ik o
SV 4 | | | | | | | | | - |
) o ¢ & & & & 4 &4 4 o el
S Woah!
s RINGMASTER: Children of all ages!

Q T !7. f n n Y T T m— f
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O— —1—e—H P E— o—o
) o * o—=e p———

9 Woah! We’re half - way thr ut the best is yet to come!

Q I !7| 4 f A A f
V b | 7] |.N | 7] IAY N & I |
'(\\ VD I I) | I ] il I J | |

It’s some - thing new! Waitqqun Qgtil ig
© Copyright 2023 Scf@isen ily ASCAP) /
Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI usI® Services). All Rights Reserved.
(GERTRUDE is now comp onYage, trying to be inconspicuous but totally
conspicuous.)

RINGMASTER: (frustrated, rry what is the lion doing out here?

o idea. (fo GERTRUDE) Gertrude, are you all

ur real talent? You’re a lion. What more real talent is there?
y I’ll give you a little sneak peek. Here it goes.
RTRUDE starts miming being in a box.)

TER: (realizing) Ohhh... she’s miming. Uh... let’s give her a hand, folks.
That’s our Gertrude. (singsong under breath) Talk to her please!

(RINGMASTER and other performers exit the ring, while BROOKLYN tries to
help GERTRUDE.)

BROOKLYN: (to audience) Sorry, folks, this has never happened before.

(BROOKLYN gently takes the arm of GERTRUDE the lion and tries to guide
her offstage. GERTRUDE is happily miming being in a box, pulling herself with
a pretend rope back onstage.)

BROOKLYN: (continued) Gertrude! What is going on?
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GERTRUDE: Miming makes me feel alive! And I’m really NOT a fierce lion!

BROOKLYN: (getting increasingly frustrated) How do you expect people to be in
awe of a fierce lion if you are pantomiming like a mute housecat!?

GERTRUDE: I won’t let you down; I’ll still be ferocious. Just, also... with
some face paint and some (acting out sweeping with a broom) light
sweeping!
(BROOKLYN leads GERTRUDE off, with her hand on her head in dismay.)
(RINGMASTER walks back to the center of the ring with JESSE.)
RINGMASTER: Pay no attention to that very ferocious lion!
For our last sideshow act, I will need a volunteer. (ELLA W
All right, looks like we have one. Let’s give her a ha
(She motions for ELLA to come down) (applause)

RINGMASTER: You are going to try to guess Jesse’s talent
next to her) by asking him four questionsgReme
questions wisely. First question...

ates JESSE,
se your four

ELLA: What’s your favorite thing to do?

JESSE: “I Love to Tell the Story”!

ELLA: Do you... spend your time w apimals?
JESSE: “All Creatures of our G§ & ”
ELLA: Okayyyy.... Who’s r b{st friend?

JESSE: “No One Ever ed, for Like Jesus.”

RINGMASTER: Last one!
ELLA:
JESSE:

: I am so sorry. The answer is: He speaks only in hymn titles! What
an amazing ability!

LA: I mean, it’s probably hard to talk about regular things though,
right? Do you like sports, Jesse?
JESSE: “Yesterday, Today, Forever.”
ROSE: That’s another hymn title. Amazing!

RINGMASTER: Someday someone is going to guess it.

JESSE: (straight out to audience, beat) “What a Day that Will Be.” (He bows
and exits.)
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ROSE: Next, be dazzled by Jedi the Great and the Amazing Grace
Acrobats!

(During song, JEDI and other acrobats ride their hobby horses in a circle and freeze,
doing select, slow acrobatics until the second verse, when they ride their horses in a

circle. Later during song, they individually put horses down and do cartwheels and
other acrobatics.)

Great Is Thy Faithfulness ~\
(No Matter What)

THO HOLM

M. RUNYAN
ds@nd Music by
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1 mp
0O |
7 N
y S —- Y 2 T T T
[ £an Vi I ' ' . | | |
ANSY L - ] ]
D) o o o @
pp Great is Thy
4 SOLO 2

0| . | .

Y TD f N—1 f
25 T N i i
[0 ML i  —— P~ tj =
A3 -  — —

D) 4 o_<o

faith - ful - ness,_ There is__ no
8
A | SOL|0 3 i |
T . X T f Y J i i
) i f N— T 1 = 'S - p= o
of turn - ing__ with Thee. All I have
SOLO 1,2& 3
T PR— N N f | !
I K—1 T T — ¢ ¢ i
g &= ¢
dcdﬁ
o o_o
need - ed__ Thy hand hath_ pro - vid - ed._ Great is Thy
0| |
7 J— 7 | N N
o >—o —— & ] ] f— | & —
A3V T — N—r7 i i i
o o o o o .
. \/

faith - ful - ness,_ Lord, un - to___ me.
© Copyright 2023 Semsen Family Music (ASCAP) (Adm. at Music Services) /
Sunset Gallery Music (BMI) (Adm. At Sunset Gallery). All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
PRINTING, COPYING AND ANY DISTRIBUTION OF THIS MUSIC IS LIMITED TO THE TERMS OF YOUR
0 PURCHASE AGREEMENT FROM SEMSENMUSIC.COM (EVEN IF YOU POSSESS A CCLI LICENSE).
0 SEMS EN ANY UNAUTHORIZED USE IS PROHIBITED. If you have questions about CCLI, please call 1-800-234-2446.



The Greatest Hymn on Earth — Script-Vocal

26
20 SOLO 1
— [— I\ L N \
Y D N | | N I N N | | N
6 P * ‘ I | I) I/\ 7] | | I/\ . kl\ | -
SV —@® @ o_@ | ] d (X0
o - ®—
No mat - ter what, You’re right be - side__ me.__
A JEDI SOLO
Y 1D N
b Y 2 N [7] I -
[ £ an Vi * | | N \ A\ 1 ! | A\ I |\ | |
<3 s PP - e e v
- oo o o_o e & ~
No mat - ter what, You’re right be - side__ me.__
24
—_ [— [\ L 1
YT D N | | IAY I |.N |.N I
wﬂ b & ‘ )] | I)\-/ I) |
D)
No mat - ter where_ [
[a)
)7 A N
V 2 < — L
[ £ M . | | N A\ A\ |
NV | 1Y N N |
) N ° o &
No mat - ter where_ [
27
— ) |
Y 1D N
V y f < A
D ——1—* ' N
J & e_e "o
. me._ A per - fect
0|
Y T D I N
A b - | - - Y 2 &
| . WL ry I |\
5 5
o o_e -
— You
| N \ | | N \
I) N | N N | I) InY | N
s e R e R = A R e R
I
I___ am grate - ful You_ are (faith-
7 J - -
.
> =
~ — - - - —
S i
7 Coel Nt
- ful __ no mat - ter what!__ - ” ”
38 m,
0| | A f
YT D I ] N N f f f
~ Y 2 | | | | f Y 2 | | |
~ . | | | | | | | . | | |
J | | |
= N o o o_o oo <o
— Great is Thy faith - ful - ness,_ O God, my




The Greatest Hymn on Earth — Script-Vocal

27
42
N | | ,
T D f N | IAY | | | L f f
s> S — — — o= ij_"__i' l‘) — i N—— —
R e eew = o el ebhe
Fa - ther There is___ no shad -ow__ of turn -ing__ with Thee.
47
n | . I | | .
J D N | | | _‘I. InY | I I - lk i : : — -
‘é E é j i i i ‘ i I 1) | | | | | |
‘i/‘ d I I I
D) o o_<o
All T have need - ed__ Thy hand hath. pro - vid - ed. 4@
51 @
Q | |D N i I ! ! J— N N
o — £ I I — | £
T SRR
Great is Thy faith-ful - ness, Lord, un - to__
56
N | fﬁ I\ .
J T D N | | I\’ I Ik\ ’I -
i = - ==
No mat - ter what,__  You’re ri me.__
A\ A\
| N— —— N
.v ~
there’s no____ place You_ won’t find
Y t Y
dl\l |\ | kI\ kI\ ‘I I\I Jr— .7 A\
InY | )] ) | | IaY
NG o _» NC -y,
__  me. A Wer - fect Fa - ther like___ no oth - er You

need.__ I am grate - ful You_ are faith-
I ———— i e — =
\ o I .
| | 1] | 1] [P A"
 — r r
no mat - ter  what!__
73 my
0| f .
Y 1D N I I N | | I — N
V y < | | f | Jr— I X 2 | | I | I | | X 2
v | | | | | . =I ‘ | | | | r.
| ‘ |
% o -

Great is Your faith-ful-ness.__ Great is Your faith-ful-ness.__



The Greatest Hymn on Earth — Script-Vocal

28
77

0 . . | | . | A .

y I —1 ' P N— I ' oo I O
&> e = oo = = S

D)

Morn - ing__ by morn - ing, . new mer - cies_ I see.
81
0 f | A\ .
S 1~ L — i B— I —— —
© - T o T
S , | oo — v o o &
All T have need - ed,__  Your hand has_ pro - vid -

I@

| |
\g 0] N [ [
I ———— Iﬂﬁ/ | F
Y] [ [ r I
Great is Your faith - ful - ness!___
89 a
[a) , I\ I\ p— I\ — ;
[ ™ ™ [ N [ [ -
e e =
[Y) — 4
No mat - ter what,__  You're righ e me.__
93
N . I\ N \ | I\
Il N 1 I |.N N Il N
—~ [ ] N [ 1) )
I) /\/ 7
No mat - ter where_ there’s no____ place You__ won’t find
\ | \
| N 1 1 Il |
‘I) K i N N ‘I) f —% K
P e e -
pe Fa - ther like__ no oth - er, You
[ 7] — /—\. P @0
—— ) i | 711 ) —
rr 1 |4 y I rr 1 |4 [—
I am grate - ful You are faith - ful__
L/ L/ N\ [ [ 1/ [ L/ 1/ N\
| 4 | 4 — |4 | |4 | 4
no mat - ter what!__ No mat - ter what!_
107 A
f | | —— N
e i i s et TP e
N~V [ [ L/ [ L/ 1/ N A — g - bt bt bt =1 =1 bt
d — | 4 | | 4 | 4 evﬂ ‘ d ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
No mat - ter what!_ —



The Greatest Hymn on Earth — Script-Vocal

SCENE 6
RINGMASTER: Let’s hear it for our acrobats and the hymn, “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness”!

I\AU17 (SLIDE: Great Is Thy Faithfulness)
JEDI THE GREAT: No matter what, God is always, in a word, faithful.
(BROOKLYN steps grandly out into the ring.)

X418 (Music begins for “Lions Catwalk Underscore”)

BROOKLYN: And now, the moment you’ve all been waiting for—the wild, the
powerful, the ferocious... Amazing Grace Lions! (She gegst off
stage.)

(LIONS come out, led by GERTRUDE. GERTRUDE is ready, s
shes feisty, she's fighting, she's scary. They pose and follgV T ctions,
Jjumping through fiery hoops and posing on the “catwal m e music.)

Lions Catwalk Undé@ysct

by NATHANIEL SEMSEN

29

' :{iavy Metal (J— 105) anged by Nathaniel Semsen
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s e s ssssssssesses

e a pose! (They freeze in a scary pose.)

s o s s sssssseIeI

BROOKLYN: Lions... do scary feet! (They do running feet.)

T
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hey are about to separate and present her.)

g
e
-

YN: And now, the queen of the circus! Gertrude the Great!

'< (GERTRUDE steps out from behind, takes a deep breath and ROARS!
All LIONS join in the roar, then move to the beat of the song.)
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It Is Well with My Soul [Trust)

Words and Music by

HORATIO G. SPAFFORD and PHILLIP P. BLISS

New Words and Music by

AVLEE CHRISTY SEMSEN and NATHANIEL SEMSEN

| Rap! (J=117) CHOIR Arranged by Nathaniel Semsen
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SCENE 7

(LIONS all walk to exit, being ushered out by JESSE. JESSE suddenly trips and
lands on the floor.)

BROOKLYN: That was the Amazing Grace Lions and “It Is Well”!

IX2420 (SLIDE: It Is Well)

ROSE: Uh oh, looks like Jesse tripped trying to usher the lions out.
(ZANE and ZOE rush over to help lift JESSE up, high fiving him.)

RINGMASTER: Wait, our Muscle Twins are helping him up! I love the @

here at the Amazing Grace Group.
o1 10%g 11N ow is the
ote on which

Reprise 2

37

JESSE: (deadpan to mic) “Love Lifted Me.”

RINGMASTER: Hymn number 107! Ah! It’s too much, Jess
part you’ve been waiting for. You, the audienc
one is the greatest!

The Greatest Hymn o

Words and Music by
(AV ] P2 CIST¥ SEMOEN and NATHANIEL SEMSEN
| Epic! (J=84) Arranged by Daniel Semsen
CHOIR
0l S
J T D 2 - | L
s ===
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Woah!
C(no3) Cmo3)  Ab2(no3)
0 1 b
s> b/ 4 =
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© Copyright 2023 Semsen Family Music (ASCAP) /
n Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Adm. at Music Services). All Rights Reserved.

(standing up and shouting) Stop! (music stops) You forgot one!

Excuse me! This is not the participation section.

My grandma taught me her favorite hymn, and you didn’t even do it.
(ELLA comes marching down and grabs a mic.)

RINGMASTER: Well, there are a lot of hymns. We can only pick the best ones.
Oh, she’s coming down...

(As ELLA starts to sing, a few cast members grab hymnals and look up the one
she is singing. Then they stand to join her, “reading” from the hymnal.)

\¢22 | Song: What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Words and Music by
2¢22 JOSEPH M. SCRIVEN
| ietly (J =80 and CHARLES C. CONVERSE
Quietly (< =80) - ELLASOLO Arranged by Daniel Semsen
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Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Atrr. © Copyright 2023 Semsen Family Music (ASCAP) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.

SEMSEN

PRINTING, COPYING AND ANY DISTRIBUTION OF THIS MUSIC IS LIMITED TO THE TERMS OF YOUR
PURCHASE AGREEMENT FROM SEMSENMUSIC.COM (EVEN IF YOU POSSESS A CCLI LICENSE).
ANY UNAUTHORIZED USE IS PROHIBITED. If you have questions about CCLI, please call 1-800-234-2446.
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ELLA: I love this hymn. It reminds me God is always listening to me. I czu?;9
pray about anything, and He hears me.

2423 (SLIDE: Circus Background)

RINGMASTER: I’m sorry, but we are only looking for the greatest hymn!

ELLA: But, what if there IS no greatest hymn?

ROSE: Now that’s just crazy talk!

ELLA: What if instead, learning hymns helps us to know God more?
Friend, but also our King.

TIGHTROPE COWBOY: She has a point. These hymns help us to cofigeCRgyit
what our fellow Christian brothers and sisters have netab
God through the centuries.

ELLA: Yes! Each of these hymns are living testimoniq d has
done in people’s lives for hundreds of years.

ROSE: It’s like they wrote down what God taugh§them and put it to music!

ZANE: And it seems they needed Him...

Z0E: ... just as much as we need Hi

BROOKLYN: They point our eyes to theon

JEDI: In a word: Earth shatte

(They ALL look at him sin

BOWEN: (lightening the

the dough?
(They all turn adg

ALL: (be oyl thee.

BOWEN: (co d) Oh, you’ve heard that one?

RINGM . WellPfolks, I think she’s right. It is our privilege to honor these

s that testify about the GREATEST ONE! This Greatest
One who gave up His throne in Heaven to come down to earth and
emonstrate His great love for us!

In a word—AMAZING.
bng: And Can It Be? (Amazing!)
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And Can It Be? [Amazing!)
with The Greatest Hymn on Earth
Words and Music by
CHARLES WESLEY and THOMAS CAMPBELL
New Words and Music by CHRISTY SEMSEN
24 Arranged by Daniel Semsen
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ATEST HYMN ON EARTH (Christy Semsen, Nathaniel Semsen)

(J=152) RINGMASTER: We at the Amazing Grace Group ...
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Woah!

RINGMASTER: ... would like to honor all the hymns tonight!
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Woah!

© Copyright 2023 Semsen Family Music (ASCAP) /
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The Greatest Hymn on Earth
curtaln calls Words and Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN
and NATHANIEL SEMSEN
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Amazing SideShow Kids in Real Life

The character names used for this show belong to real life amazing
kids who have been nominated by their directors. We honor them for
their amazing accomplishments.

Zane

Zane Allen was cast as an understudy in this year’s fifth grade
production of Faith News. He had the opportunity to fill in during
rehearsals for the parts of Joshua and Noah, in addition to his role as
Ananias in Fantastic Faithing. He was wonderful in each part, bfjaging
his own “zany” twist to each character. He definitely has beeMgi
some acting gifts from the Lord! Thank you for being “Za

llI

—nominated by Dr. Jeanie Hoover, Performing director

Christian Academy of Louisville

Zoe

Zoe Ma is her grandma’s favorite 8 year old!
sister to her brother, she takes great cargof
dad, and her grandparents. Zoe is a g
soccer teammate, and a weekly indogf r
Zoe amazing is her creativity. Ever

new storybook. She isn’t afraid o %
sentence, she simply wants tgshag he
friends and family. Her storj#s

or simple plots with frie
playing video games.

an excellent big

s, loves her mom,
t, an encouraging
er. What makes

fabulous stories with her
ists and turns, heroic escapades,
oying a day at the park or some time

Oxville in Tennessee. He joined Junior Praise as a 5th
g the musical Back to the Cross. Bowen is a leader to his
ays encouraging others and going above and beyond the
s a pleasure to work with him this year. Well done, Bowen!

-
c

—nominated by Ashley Zacher
Christian Academy of Knoxville, Tennessee
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Jesse
Jesse Ehrlich has been a valued member of the Burbank Community
Kids Choir since early 2019. He has always been a friend to all and had
the sweetest spirit of any kid in the choir. Even as he lives with Type
1 Diabetes, he always has a smile on his face, and gets excited about
playing what some might consider smaller roles. He unexpectedly burst
out of his shell in the past year, recording main characters on the CD
for Joy Ride and Sheep Stuff. It was a devastating shock when he was
suddenly diagnosed with Osteosarcoma just a week before our ShA
Stuff premiere performance. Since then, he has bravely been iand
out of the hospital enduring round after round of chemothe ’W
has had a partial replacement of his femur and knee joint_The
Burbank Community Kids Choir prays for his complete rec he
still has several more months of chemotherapy to go

—nominated by Christy Semsen
Burbank Community Kids Choir, Burbank,4alifo

Lyndi
Lyndi Suzanne Allen was born 1-9-17 wi

Next year, she would have started st
with me for my 14th year of direc§in®\l
o

of a Christy Semsen musical even

y 13. She lived for 3
ok her into His arms.
d been in KIDZ Choir

—nominated by Rac
First Baptist Churci Fig#terville, Tennessee

Jedi the Great

Jedi Bodenschatz_js ng kid because he sings with all his heart!
Participating i r&Qlly brought him out of his shell. During his

time in our pr he went from not engaging, to slowly starting to
participate_in theghoreography, to “making a joyful noise,” and finally,
p sing on pitch, being a leader in our group, and even
raise the Lord for how He used the gift of music to

minated by Lindsey McDonald
odland Park Baptist Church, Hammond, Louisiana
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Brooklyn the Lion Tamer

Brooklyn was diagnosed with ALL B cell Leukemia on August 1st of
2021. Brooklyn was 6 at the time and began treatment immediately.
Twenty-eight days later Brooklyn went into septic shock and had a
bowel perforation. She had emergency surgery and had to wear an
ileostomy bag. After about 2 months Brooklyn made it back home after
a lengthy stay at the RMDH of Gainesville, FL. She has continued with
some rough chemo treatments and lumbar punctures. Brooklyn had

to miss 1st grade, and all her hair came back. None of this has slo

Brooklyn down! She knows Jesus has healed her! She loves to ging in
children’s choir under Katheron Latham at Bayside Baptist C %
e

is back to school this year in 2nd grade at Belvoir Christi

ESNg nd is
S @ I Brooklyn
still takes chemo every night and one yucky chgmo Oggeg¥ week. She
still has to get lumbar punctures every 3 months§vhere she is put to
he is scheduled to

ring the bell in December and hopefully r May get her port
taken out. Brooklyn is so excited to b hoir singing! We are so
encouraged by others who have pra er healing.

—nominated by Katheron L§t
Bayside Baptist Church, HarfjsoryJennessee

Ella Frances Martin has
Baptist, Houston MS
several years, begi
She never gav
develop her |

ugpin our church music program at First
ha tled childhood onset diabetes for
ght during the time she was in my choir.
ever stopped smiling. She has continued to
acting and music and today enjoys community

theatre, high sc | cheerleading, being a leader in our youth group,
or leadi rship“with her guitar or ukulele. But her passion is to seek
out o iiigs to encourage other kids who are battling diabetes
thrg unteer mentoring programs. Now, at age 15, she serves

irector for drama for Katangello Kids Choir, where she

£ to develop and share her expertise in acting and directing.
&@Mninds all of us to see adversity as a way to serve God and

encourage others.

—nominated by Allison Powell
First Baptist, Houston, Mississippi
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PRODUCTION NOTES

This show is so much fun, and the options for creative blocking are limitless! Turn your stage
into a circus with a large ring center stage. All the action (drama and lines) can take place
within the ring and the choir can be outside of it on the stage.

49

I suggest dividing each grade into one of 6 circus groups. Then, each grade can be featured on
one song. Give them a costume accessory and let them perform in the ring. This is a great way
to add color, interest, and give all the kids something special to do!

* CLOWNS (very young kids) Song: Jesus Paid It All (Wash Me)

* BODY BUILDERS Song: The Solid Rock (On the Rock)

« COWBOYS Song: Be Thou My Vision (Give Me Yo

* ACROBATS on hobby horses Song: Great Is Thy Faithfulness ( t)
 LIONS Song: It Is Well with My So

™

MONKEYS (optional) Song: And Can It Be? (AmaZ

CHARACTERS

Lead Characters (11)

* RINGMASTER The one running t ow! usiastic and in charge.
* ROSE Young, spunky r1 ter i@ training

» ZANE Muscle Twiljl y der/weightlifter

« ZOE Musc in WBody builder/weightlifter

* BOWEN THE CLOWN i gh cI®n. makes corny jokes

* TIGHTROPE COWBOY
* JEDI THE GREAT
« GERTRUDE TH
* BROOKLYN
« ELLA

own to earth. Wears cowboy boots.
rse¥iding acrobat. Very emphatic and loves big words
A lion who loves to mime

Lion tamer that works with Gertrude

Quiet spectator who asks questions

Side show sct. He speaks only in hymn titles

P S@haraters (1-2 lines) (3)
@ Side show act. Fastest texter in the world

CLOWNS 1 &2  Bouncin’ Bozos
on-speaking Characters (5) (Amazing Side Show Kids)

*"Kid who plays 4 hand held games at once

* Oldest tap dancer in the world

* Low Talker

» Kid who has never eaten a vegetable in their life

e Carrot—chases the kid who has never eaten a vegetable
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?)Optional Character—Splits and Additions

e Zoot Muscle Triplet 3. Body builder/weightlifter

* Tightrope Cowboy 2 Joking and down to earth. Wears cowboy boots.

e Lyla Lion Tamer Apprentice (During Lions Catwalk Underscore,

trades off giving the lions commands with Brooklyn)

e Aaron the Acrobat (1 line)  “Next be dazzled by Jedi the Great and the Amazing Grace
Acrobats!”

e Drum playing monkeys (non-speaking)
 Elephant Rider or Elephant  (non-speaking)
 Acrobats

* Line Dancing Cowboys

Painted Ladder performers  Use streamers and stand on ladders dff
songs. Have painted faces!

SETTING
A Circus! The Amazing Grace Group
THE %

Hymns help us to worship and know God mor

The Greatest Hymn on Earth Solos 1-4, (Optional Ringmaster)
The Solid Rock (On the Rock) Zane, Zoe, Solo
Jesus Paid It All (Wash M Clown 1 Solo, Clown 2 Solo

e
Be Thou My Vision (Give es) Solos 1-2
Great Is Thy Faith @ INo Nhatter What) Solos 1-3, Jedi (Optional Solo 4)

It Ts Well with My SOW( Trust) Gertrude
What a Frj e Have 1h Jesus Ella, Small Group
And Can g zing!) Solo

PROPS

Honking Horn for Bowen the Clown
uggling balls

Prop barbells

¢ Clown car

4 hand held video game controllers
» Cane

* Phone for Lyndi to text on
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SET

Start with a large ring marked out center stage. This can be made of wood, plastic, or simply
taped on your stage. Consider adding balloons on sides of stage, shiny streamers and white and
red plastic tablecloths on the back and side walls to mimic a circus tent. (If you are ambitious
you can hang the tablecloths from the ceiling like on the IVD demonstration video.)

COSTUMES

Choir can wear a The Greatest Hymn on Earth T-shirt, and depending upon their group,
augment with a clown hat, or character addition. Costumes for ALL characters can be as
(choir T-shirt and added prop) or elaborate (full costume) as you like! Adding color and face
paint goes a long way, too!

51

* RINGMASTER Bright ringmaster riding jacket

* ROSE Mimic the ringmaster costume

« ZANE Foam muscle body suit and workout @
« ZOE Foam muscle body suit and waogkout clghe

* BOWEN THE CLOWN Bright clown costume
* TIGHTROPE COWBOY 1 Mix of sparkly acroba
« JEDI THE GREAT

e GERTRUDE THE LION

« BROOKLYN

« ELLA

« JESSE

* LYNDI

e LITTLE CLOWNS 1 -shirt plus clown hat and nose

» Kid who plays 4 d es at once—Choir T-shirt

* Oldest tap dancer world—Choir T-shirt plus long grey beard and cane
* Low Tal Choir T-shirt

* Kidw aten a vegetable in their life—Choir T-shirt

Carrot costume or orange T-shirt and green hat
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