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FOREWORD
Dear Fellow Church Musician and Worship Leader,

The songs in this collection are special to us at FBC Jacksonville. Some of 
them have become stalwart favorites that we believe we will sing for the rest 
of our lives. Others are newer friends, and we are still getting to know each 
other. But there is a sense that they will be around for a while in our worship 
services.

You must know that we believe there are no “  ller” songs in this collection. 
When we approached Semsen Music about the project, we asked if we 
could compile songs from our friends at Getty Music that we loved to sing at 
FBC and planned to sing for a long time. We wanted to pick the songs we 
were really excited about. Some were relatively new, and others have been 
around for years. Semsen Music graciously allowed us to choose the songs we 
wanted to share with you.

We believe every song in this collection is worthy of your people singing. In 
fact, these arrangements have been crafted with that speci  c goal—to “Let 
the People Sing.” We wanted a collection of songs our choir could present 
initially, then add as congregational songs. So, the arrangements are superb, 
by our very own Edson Dickinson. He labored over each of these songs as 
only a master craftsman can do, to make them extraordinary. They sound 
great!

But the keys and singing ranges are friendly to ordinary people. The 
melodies have not been changed from the original, and they are consistent. 
The roadmap for each song is predictable, but interesting. We believe this 
collection is of a high enough quality to be an excellent choice for a musical 
worship concert. But the arrangements are accessible for your people. They 
sing great! You can introduce them as a choral special and then keep them 
for years as powerful congregational arrangements!

The richest treasure in this collection is the words. These are Biblically sound 
treatises on essential subjects related to walking with Christ. We owe a 
profound debt of gratitude to Keith and Kristyn Getty and the extraordinary 
songwriters at Getty Music. They are providing incredible new songs that 
carry the theological weight of a classic hymn but sound fresh and musically 
new. When you put these words in your people’s mouths, they will carry in 
their hearts the biblical themes that will sustain them for a lifetime. Through 
this music, they will see and savor Jesus Christ until they behold him in glory!

While these songs are choral arrangements, the intention from the beginning 
of this project has been to engage the “whole choir” of your congregation in 
musical worship.

Let the People Sing!

Scott Connell
Pastor of Worship and Music
First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, FL
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œœœ œ œœ

˙ œ

Eb2 Bb
D

CHOIR

œ œ œ œ .œ œ
set my hope on Je
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Liturgical Content 

The more I think about what I should say in a worship service between songs, the more 
I realize I need to think about it more carefully. Sometimes, fi nding the right thing to say 
before singing a particular song can be a challenge. Saying things that are distracting, or 
worse, unbiblical, during a worship service can be detrimental to your people’s pursuit and 
understanding of God. And yet, words are powerful, and rather than leave awkward silence 
in the absence of knowing what to say, we can, through careful consideration, provide 
helpful guidance for our people as they navigate the liturgy of a worship service.

To assist you in your worship leadership, we have provided the content below as suggested 
introductory and transition comments. Some of these may be assigned to readers to make 
the transition more engaging. The worship leader can simply read others to help the singers 
prepare for what is about to be sung and connect that song with the previous one in the fl ow 
of worship’s dialogue. You may even choose to read a portion of one if the readings are too 
long for your purpose.

The following content can be benefi cial to your people in at least three diff erent ways:

1) A reading to precede the song as it is used in a regular corporate worship service.

2) Thematic content to “connect” the songs of this collection in a cohesive doxological 
exchange when used to present a special musical worship service in its entirety.

3) Devotional thoughts to use with your musicians during a rehearsal.

Come Unto Jesus—Option 1

Are you weak? Are you tired? Do you feel crushed beneath the heavy burdens of this life? 
Come to Jesus! He is strong, compassionate, and kind.

He was tempted in every way as we are, but did not sin. He understands our weaknesses 
and is acquainted with grief. Yet by his stripes we are healed. In his death, we are off ered 
abundant life.

So come to him. You must stop trusting in yourself. Our self-righteousness and self-
suffi  ciency keep us from coming to him as desperate. The comforts of Christ are only 
available to those who have ceased striving and determined that he is everything they need.

Why are you pursuing the things that cost you everything yet do not satisfy? He off ers full 
satisfaction for eternity at his expense. Come, sinners, poor and needy, and fi nd rest for your 
souls.

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

Scripture: Isaiah 53:3, 5, 55:1-2, Matthew 11:28, John 10:10, 14:6, and Hebrews 4:15
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Come Unto Jesus—Option 2

Reader: Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden.
Reader 2 or Congregation: You will fi nd rest.

Reader 1: Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me. 
Reader 2 or Congregation: You will fi nd rest.

Reader 1: I am gentle and lowly in heart.
Reader 2 or Congregation: You will fi nd rest.

Reader 1: For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
Reader 2 or Congregation: You will fi nd rest.

Reader 1: Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters.
Reader 2 or Congregation: You will fi nd rest.

Reader 1: He who has no money, come buy and eat!
Reader 2 or Congregation: You will fi nd rest.

Reader 1: Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
Reader 2 or Congregation: You will fi nd rest.

Reader 1: Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live.
Reader 2 or Congregation: We will fi nd rest for our souls.

Reader 1: He will give you rest.

Scripture: Isaiah 55 and Matthew 11:28-30

May the Peoples Praise You (Psalm 67)

Reader 1: “May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us.”
Reader 2: He has been gracious to us. He has blessed us and made his face to shine upon us 
through Christ.

Reader 1: “That your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations.”
Reader 2: Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No man comes to the Father 
except through him.” And he has commanded us to “Go, and make disciples of all nations.”

Reader 1: “Let the peoples praise, O God; let all the peoples praise you!”
Reader 2: One day, every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord.

Reader 1: “Let the nations be glad and sing for joy.”
Reader 2: “I saw a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, crying out 
with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’”

Together: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!

Scripture: Psalm 67, Matthew 28:19, John 14:6, Philippians 2:10-11, and Revelation 7:9-10.
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Rejoice

“Rejoice in the Lord, always; again I will say rejoice.” “Oh, how good it is to gather and to 
experience his grace together. He has loved us with an everlasting love.” Therefore, with 
each breath He’s given, we will praise the Lord! He has taught us to be content, no matter 
our circumstances. When we are brought low, we will praise the Lord. When we abound, 
we can praise the Lord. The secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need, is that 
God has supplied everything we need in Christ. We can do all things in him who gives us 
strength.

In every season, we can praise the Lord! So let’s rejoice in Him!
Scripture: Jeremiah 31:3, Philippians 4:12, 13, 19, and 4:4

I Will Wait for You (Psalm 130)—Option 1

There are two types of waiting in our lives. There is an ordinary type of waiting, like waiting 
at a stoplight for the light to turn green. Then there is a desperate type of waiting, like 
waiting for the jury to return a verdict in your case or waiting for someone you love to get 
out of life-saving surgery. The psalmist describes this second type of waiting as a watchman 
waiting for the morning. He has been up all night; he is tired and desperate to see the fi rst 
rays of the morning sun. His focus is increasingly fi xated on the object of his anticipation.

That is how we are to wait for the Lord’s deliverance. We are desperate. We know nothing 
else will help. We have only one singular desire. And we know that when he appears, 
everything will be made right.

“I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope.”
Scripture: Psalm 130

I Will Wait for You (Psalm 130)—Option 2

Reader: Lord, if you kept a record of my sins, we could not stand before you. But in Christ, 
you have chosen to remember them no more.

Congregation: I feel guilty for my wrongdoing.

Reader: But in Christ, you have blotted out my transgressions.
Congregation: I struggle to forgive myself.

Reader: But in Christ, you have forgiven me.
Congregation: I feel dirty, stained, and broken.

Reader: But in Christ, you have cleansed me from all unrighteousness.
Congregation: I fi nd myself often in the depths of despair over my failures.

Reader: But in Christ, you hear my cry for mercy. So, I wait for the Lord, more than 
watchmen wait for the morning.

Congregation: More than watchmen wait for the morning.

Reader: I wait for the Lord, with my whole being I will wait, and in his word I put my hope.
Congregation: You said that whoever comes to you, you will never drive away.

Reader: He himself will redeem you from all your sins.

Scripture: Psalm 130, Isaiah 43:25, Jeremiah 31:34, John 6:37, and 1 John 1:9
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Here Is Love Vast as the Ocean (Everlasting Praise)

Paul prays in Ephesians that we would know the unknowable love of God. His prayer is that 
the Father would grant us the strength to comprehend the boundless love of Jesus through his 
Spirit. His love for us has no end. His love is broader than we can measure. It is longer than 
we can travel. It is higher than we can climb, and deeper than we can dive. It is a fl ood of 
kindness, a mighty river of aff ection, and a fountain of life without end. In it, the fl oodgates 
of God’s mercy have sprung open, poured incessantly from above.

Behold! What manner of love is this?

Who can separate us from this perfect love?

“Here is love, vast as the ocean!”

Scripture: Romans 8:38–39, Ephesians 3:14–19, and 1 John 3:1

Scarlet Thread

The Bible’s 66 books all tell one story. It begins in Genesis with death and ends in 
Revelation with never-ending life. But the thread that runs from beginning to end is one 
made of scarlet, and the central character is the Son of God. The story of redemption is 
a blood-stained thread that leads from countless imperfect sacrifi ces to the single Perfect 
Sacrifi ce of Jesus Christ.

Animals killed for their skins in the garden foreshadowed its necessity.

A ram caught in the thicket on Mt. Moriah declared its suffi  ciency.

Blood on Israel’s doorposts in Egypt demonstrated its protection.

A scarlet cord hanging from a harlot’s window pronounced its deliverance.

What every priest pronounced at countless altars without end pointed toward the fi nal, 
ultimate declaration of the cross—“It is Finished!”

“O, what love poured out across the ages, all of heaven’s kindness running red.”

Scripture: Genesis 3:21, 22:13, Exodus 12:7, Joshua 2:18, Luke 24:27, and Hebrews 10:4

Rise My Soul, the Lord Is Risen

Three days after the perfect Savior gave up his life and his body was buried, the angel said 
to the two women who came to the tomb on that fi rst Easter morning, “He is not here, for 
he has risen, as he said.” That same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead is now at work in 
us! We once were dead in our trespasses, but he has made us alive in Christ. Even our worst 
trials cannot separate us from the power of his resurrection. They are brief and fl eeting, 
but soon our tears will be wiped away, revealing the never-ending glory of the Resurrected 
Savior.

Let the boast of death be silent; Christ is risen, arise my soul!

Scripture: Matthew 28:6, Romans 8:11, 39, and Ephesians 2:4.
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Victory in Jesus (Christ Won the Victory)

“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”

The sting of death has given way to the aroma of Christ’s resurrection. In him, we too have 
overcome the sting of death and share in his victory.

He was delivered for our trespasses, but he was raised for our justifi cation.

Just as by a man came death, so also by a man came the resurrection from the dead.

The old, old story is making all things new. We who once were dead have been made alive in 
Christ. We are now new creations in Christ. He has won our victory!

Scripture: Romans 4:25, 1 Corinthians 15:21, 55-56, 2 Corinthians 5:17, and Ephesians 
2:1-10

I Set My Hope on Jesus (Hymn for a Deconstructing Friend)—Option 1

This life is long, and the journey hard. Just as in John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, the 
journey for Christian went through diffi  culty, despondency, doubts, and despair. The path 
will inevitably lead through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, where our greatest fear must 
be confronted—the reality of death itself. While we can be tempted to lose heart, we are 
encouraged instead to place our hope in that perfect Object of trust who will never leave us 
or forsake us. He walks us through every valley, and when we are weak, he carries us. He is 
keeping our imperishable inheritance for us. He will keep us.

“I believe; help my unbelief!”

While we fear our feet will slip, he guards our faith for a salvation that will be revealed on 
the last day. He will have mercy on those who doubt. When we keep our mind stayed on 
him, he keeps us in perfect peace. While we fi x our eyes on Jesus, he leads us home. These 
various trials are perfecting our faith in him. 

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.”

God, lead us to the Rock that is higher. All other ground is sinking sand.

Scripture: Psalm 23, 61:2, Isaiah 26:3–4, Mark 9:24, Romans 12:12, 2 Corinthians 4:16, 
Hebrews 13:5, 1 Peter 1:3–8, and Jude 22.

I Set My Hope on Jesus (Hymn for a Deconstructing Friend)—Option 2

Reader 1: My tears have been my food day and night. And they say to me, “Where is your 
God?”
Reader 2 or Congregation: Why are you cast down, O my soul?

Reader 1: I have turmoil within me. I am worried and troubled about many things.
Reader 2 or Congregation: Why are you cast down, O my soul?

Reader 1: I believe, but help my unbelief. I am assaulted by doubts.
Reader 2 or Congregation: Why are you cast down, O my soul?

Reader 1: I pour out my soul to you, O God. Do not keep silent?
Reader 2 or Congregation: Why are you cast down, O my soul?
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Reader 1: I say to God, my rock: “Why have you forgotten me?”
Reader 2 or Congregation: Why are you cast down, O my soul?

Reader 1: As the deer pants for fl owing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God.
Reader 2 or Congregation: My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

Reader 1: Why are you cast down, O my soul?
Reader 2 or Congregation: Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my 
God.

Scripture: Psalm 42, 83, 1, Mark 9:24, Luke 10:41, and Ephesians 6:16

Christus Victor (Amen)

The fi rst recorded song in the Bible is found in Exodus 15. It is called the “Song of Moses” 
and celebrates the deliverance of the Israelites from Pharaoh’s army. It is the fi rst act in 
which the people of God participated after they miraculously crossed the parted Red Sea. 
They worshiped God by singing to celebrate their newfound freedom.

This song reappears in Deuteronomy 32 as one of Moses’ fi nal acts before his death. He 
taught it to the people of Israel, then climbed up on Mt. Nebo to see the Promised Land and 
died. He left it for them as a reminder of God’s mighty acts in delivering them from their 
enemies. It was to be a declaration of faith and worship of the God who had led them to 
victory.

Finally, the song appears one more time in Revelation 15 in a new form. It is sung in the 
future heaven, when all of God’s people are gathered at the end of time. While it is still a 
declaration of deliverance and victory over God’s enemies, this time it is called the Song of 
Moses and the Lamb, for Jesus is the one who has won the ultimate victory. It is here that 
we see what Moses saw by faith, but that we will one day see clearly—Christ is the eternal 
Victor, and he will reign forever!

[We close the service with the song we will sing for all of eternity.]*

Scripture: Exodus 15, Deuteronomy 32, and Revelation 15

*If used to close the service.
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