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Joy Ride - Script/Vocal

SCENE 1

(Lights come up. A convertible car driven by a children’s pastor is cruising down the
coast to summer camp. [Either all 7 campers pile into one car, or two cars can be
used!] MR. PHIL and CAMPERS sing from car.)

MR. PHIL: Hello, summer campers! Are you ready for an epic joy ride on the
California coast?

(Music begins for “Rejoice”)
Hop on in, and let’s get riding!
Rejoice
Philippians 4:4-7
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Joy Ride - Script/Vocal
SCENE 2
(Optional SFX: I Car and Beach Ambience)

MR. PHIL: Isn’t it a beautiful day for a ride? The wind in your hair, the sun
on your face...

LILY: (sarcastically) The bugs in your mouth...

MR. PHIL: This seems like the perfect spot to pull over. (quietly, concerned)
You didn’t really eat a bug, did ya? Cuz I think they frown og tha
here, and I don’t want to fill out the paperwork.

(MR. PHIL pulls the car over and parks the car next to a sandy be, cw
ADALEE: (excitedly) Can we run down to the beach, Mr. Phil2
MR. PHIL: I don’t see why not!

KAELYN: Make sure you have sunblock! I have five di
“Preparedness Pack” if you need somelIt’s a
someone gets a sunburn.

ds in my
d games till

MADISON: I’m gonna run ahead! I need to scou§a tion for my next
blockbuster movie from Madigpn ctions!

LILY: ction company is just your first
MADISON:

CANNONBALL: I’m coming

MADISON:

LILY: to cough) 1 just feel like the bug is still in there.

KAELYN: Operup! Let me see... I have Bug-Be-Gone or would you prefer

an all-natural organic tea from Sweden?

iust looks at her.)

@ I love the beach! I’m gonna build a sand castle!

"DALEE runs to front of stage and starts to “build a sand castle.” She moves
sand around on a large piece of cardboard that has been pre-placed on the
stage. This is Sand Castle Prop 1. Note: Prop construction should include 4
identical sand castles, in various stages of construction. Sand Castle Prop 1 is

Jjust a pile of sand and small shovels and buckets on a piece of cardboard.)
MR. PHIL: Maybe we’ll join you! What do you say, Lily? Liam?
LIAM: (on his game) No thanks! I’m grinding the game.
LILY: I don’t like the beach. Sand. Salt water. (blech)
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7
KAELYN: If it’s hand sanitizer you want, I got it. Or gloves! I have those, too!

MR. PHIL: Well, I think you’re all going to want to join us. This week we are

going to be talking about joy, learning verses from the book of
Philippians!

(Music begins for “Carry It On”)

MR. PHIL: Paul is writing to the Philippians, and he starts the letter,
something like this...

Carry It On

Philippians 1:2-6 Words by
MSEN
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SCENE 3

board, pretending to construct.)

ADALEE: (holding a sand bucket) I’m goi
carry the sand!

LILY: Perky much? Sand can exciting.

MR. PHIL: You’re joking, but you’ notice that Paul talks a lot about
. So we’re going to talk about joy.

ADALEE:

LILY: :

KAELYN: the right spot! Do you need any Vicks

(Optional SF
MADIS Sorry, guys, gotta go! Cannonball—he is cinematic gold.
rrating) Ever the adventurer, he’s drawn toward the sea...
ON follows with her phone, filming.)
A I’m coming too! Want to go jump in the waves with me Lily?
Kaelyn?
ELYN: Question. Has the Coast Guard scouted for great white sharks in
this region lately?

MR. PHIL: Uhh...

KAELYN: Better safe than sorry—1I’ll stay on sand castle construction with
Lily and Liam.
LIAM: (on video game) Not Liam! I’m constructing larger worlds in a

game you could never fathom.
ADALEE: (not understanding) Okay... but I’m going!
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0 (ADALEE runs down center aisle to “water.”)
KAELYN: Watch out for undertow!
MR. PHIL: I think they’ll be okay, Kaelyn.
KAELYN: Never hurts to be prepared.
(Music begins for “Whatever Happens”)
MR. PHIL: Oh, I hear you. But you know, you can’t be prepared for

everything. But we can trust that God is never, ever, caught
guard. Later in chapter 1 of Philippians, Paul reminds us that no

matter what happens, we can stand firm and not be fri ned of
anything. Our citizenship is in heaven!
Whatever Happen
Phillipians 1:27-28, 3:20 ds and Mausic by
ISTY SEMSEN
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SCENE 4

MR. PHIL: You know, God is continuing to build His church just like we are
building this sand castle.

12

ADALEE: (running back up aisle from “ocean”) Too cold—too cold—too cold!
(MADISON enters stage, walking backwards as she films CANNONBALL

offstage.)
MADISON: Cut! Let’s get that again from the top, but pretend a great wii
shark is chasing you!

CANNONBALL: AUGH! A shark is chasing me! y
(CANNONBALL shrieks, running across stage. MADISON ru% as
S

he shrieks again.)

KAELYN: (worriedly popping up from behind the sand ca ofheone see
a great white shark? I have shark spray!

MR. PHIL: Never a dull moment in children’s
know what the Bible says is the gre

ADALEE: “Love the Lord your God wit
soul and with all your min
second is this: ‘Love yo

LIAM: ame) Yup. God said the greatest
Him, and then show others His love.

MR. PHIL: yg@ were listening, Liam!
LIAM: ike ¢ g er, you get into a rhythm. Most of the time I

i Iy fingers know what to do.
MR. PHIL: are ot going to be able to do that without God’s help.

ed to pray that God will cause our love for people to get

bigge®and bigger. Liam, could you look up Philippians 1:9 on that
ice?

LI Sure thing! (talks to his device in a loud voice) “LOOK UP

PHILIPPIANS 1:9”
Intional SFX: | Device Tone)

IAM: (cont.) Here it is: “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may
be able to discern what is best ...

4 |@ (Music begins for “I Pray”)

LIAM: (cont.) and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ.” (Philippians
1:9-10 NIV)

Song: I Pray
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Philippians 1:9-10 .
PP Words and Music by
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day of Christ.

Don’t let my love grow cold._

Don’t let my love grow cold.
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Don’t let my love grow cold.__

Don’t let my love grow cold.__
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SCENE 5

CANNONBALL: (running, out of breath) You guys, you’ll never believe it! I just
barely made it out alive!

KAELYN: (vindicated) Was it a great white shark? I knew it!
CANNONBALL: I was swimming and then a huge...

MADISON: I got this, C.B. (in movie director voice) “The air was crisp, and
our unsuspecting friend was minding his own business, swimggli
alone on a crowded beach, when he got tangled up with a huge

beast!”
KAELYN: An octopus?

MADISON: “The beast, grabbed him, and it covered his e
MR. PHIL: You were attacked?
CANNONBALL: Yes!

(MARINA walks up to the group.)

16

MARINA: (emphatically) No!
MADISON: Who are you?
MARINA: The Ocean Clean-up A

MADISON: (putting her arm around

MARINA: (matter of fa was attacked... by a plastic bag.

CANNONBALL: (takin outh) That explains the receipt in my
mout

MARINA: n Wy pollution in the ocean.

ADALEE: S tinks to have garbage in the ocean.

MARINA4 You b€t. Unfortunately, trash is a big problem on our beach.

MR. P learned a verse yesterday in Philippians that actually talks

about garbage! Booyah. Bet you thought I couldn’t tie that into the
lesson. Can you remember which one it was?

Wasn’t it something like, knowing Christ is so incredible, that
nothing else can even come close to comparing with it?

R. PHIL: Right! Compared to knowing Christ, even the great things in our
life are as unimportant as garbage!

AV B |@ (Music begins for “Garbage”)
KAELYN: Speaking of garbage, anybody want those plastic gloves NOW?
Song: Garbage
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Garb }
Philippians 3:7-11 .
Words and Music by
AV CHRISTY.SEMSEN
Arranged by Daniel Semsen
|@ Country (shuffle the 16ths) (d=91)
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For God’s way of mak-ing us right with Him - self de-pends on faith.
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SCENE 6

(Sand Castle Prop 3 replaces Sand Castle Prop 2. It is about halfway complete,
but still has loose sand that the campers can move around the board.)

ADALEE:
LILY:

ADALEE:
KAELYN:

MADISON:

MR. PHIL:

Everyone, let’s help pick up the trash and clean this beach!

(trying to get out of it) But, I mean, that’s Marina’s job. We don’t want
to take that away from her, do we?

That’s okay, I like serving. I feel like it’s a way to honor God

(not wanting to help) But, look at the progress we are making on thi
sand castle.

The scene would pop more if you created a moat. e cOWSidered
creating a moat?

lippians 2:3-4

p¢eit. Rather, in
g to your own

the others.” (Philippians

Actually, Philippians talks a lot about servi
says, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or v
humility value others above yourselves§
interests but each of you to the inte

2:3-4 NIV)
Do N
Philipgi :
Words and Music by
AV [ {3 CHRISTY SEMSEN
| Rock! (J. =77) Arranged by Daniel Semsen
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SCENE 7
KAELYN: Okay. We’ll help you, Marina! It would be a shame to waste these
gloves.
(KAELYN starts to walk around corners of the stage and pick up pieces of
trash.)
ADALEE: I’ll help, too. (joining KAELYN) Thinking of others instead of

ourselves kind of goes along with loving our neighbor as ourselve

(CANNONBALL sits to work on sand castle as MADISON watches and

occasionally films.)
CANNONBALL: Exactly. But easier said than done. Sometimes, peopleSyre: w

do I put this nicely? Not. Loveable.
ADALEE: (finding a nice way to say it) Niceness challeng Q

MADISON: But seriously. Why do I wanna serve someont ean?

MR. PHIL: Now, that’s a very natural reaction.
thing? The Bible said that Jesus be
was God. Even though He was
blows my mind. In fact, I
rap about it.

utWYo you know the craziest
a servant. Jesus. Who
mbled Himself. It
itten (proudly, pausing) a

CANNONBALL: Awww... (trying to b N ing) that’s super cheesy, Mr.
Phil.

MR. PHIL:
LILY:
MR. PHIL:
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Therefore, God
Philippians 2:5-11
Words and Music by
NATHANIEL SEMSEN
AV ] 4 Arranged by Nathaniel Semsen
|@ Rap (J=112)
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SCENE 8

(KIDS continue to “work” on the sand castle.)

MR. PHIL:
ALL:

So... my rap...?

(uh... well... actually...)

CANNONBALL: Aw, Mr. Phil, (smiling) it was a bop!

MR. PHIL:
MADISON:

(misunderstanding, disappointed) Oh. Okay. I see. (walking away)

No! That’s a good thing! Someone should go after him.

CANNONBALL: Cannonball to the rescue! (He runs off, rapping.) At t

ADALEE:
LILY:

KAELYN:

LILY:

ADALEE:

KAELYN:

ADALEE:

KAELYN:

egme of
Jesus, every knee will bow! Yeah!

Are you having a good time yet, Lily?

I’m gonna be straight with you, guys. Don’t h®, though. I
don’t think he’d recover.

Smart.

I have a problem with all this... fak on’t like how you all
pretend you’re happy and th bad ever happens. There
are real problems in the w ight n

You’re right. There ar
I believe God is still w

g as happiness. I deal with anxiety, and
'We can go through hard situations and
ve God’s joy.

sic begins for “I Can Do All Things”)

oesn’t make everything perfect, but knowing God has me in
His hands, no matter what happens, brings me comfort.

S n Do All Things
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I Can Do All Things
Philippians 4:11-13
Words and Music by
AV [ 2 CHRISTY SEMSEN
| Pop Ballad (J=78) Arranged by Nathaniel Semsen
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SCENE 9

(Sand Castle Prop 4 is placed at front of stage, replacing Sand Castle Prop 3.
The sand castle is complete!)

33

MR. PHIL: (walking on, with a huge smile on his face) Well, I now know what a
bop is! Thank you for that. And maybe I’ll publish that rap. The
first of many from Mr. Phillip Ians!

LILY: What did you say?

MR. PHIL: Oh, I might publish that rap...

LILY: No. Your last name is?... V
MR. PHIL: (confused) lans. (pronounced EE-ens) Why?

LILY: So your name is Phillip Ians? Phillipians? (S/ 1ce

“Philippians.”)

MR. PHIL: (confused) I’m not getting it. But, wow,
Great job! I hope that these verses in P
think about practically living life fo

KAELYN: We’ve learned about serving,

ADALEE: And that knowing Christ i better than the other garbage we
can try to fill our lives

ok a nd castle!
ippians are making you

LILY: We’re learning that joyn’tWe same as happiness.

MR. PHIL: a lot. Can I tell you something that’s
nd? When Paul wrote this joyful letter to the

.. in prison! Boom! That’s right. He wanted

on to the goal of giving his life to serve the

KAELYN: o from Bible) “Not that I have already obtained all this, or

"galready arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that
for wiich Christ Jesus took hold of me.
LILY: ntinuing to read) Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself

yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is
behind and straining toward what is ahead,

(Music begins for “I Press On”)

I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12-14 NIV)

Song: I Press On
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) I Press O
Philippians 3:12-14
PP Words and Music by
AV ][] CHRISTY SEMSEN
| Pop (J=85) Arranged by Daniel Semsen
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Rejoice Reprise
Words and Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN
o Arranged by Daniel Semsen
7€) A bit Funky (J=110)
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Joy Ride Curt
Words and Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN
AV RE Arranged by Daniel Semsen
| A bit Funky (J=110)
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Think About Such Things !
Philippians 4:8-9 ,
Words and Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN
AV ] h P Arranged by Daniel Semsen
| Ballad (J = 82)
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Joy Ride (Live)

Narration Version and Song Order
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Song 1: Rejoice

READER 1: Philippians 1:1-6 (NIV) Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ
Jesus. To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together
with the overseers and deacons: Grace and peace to you from G
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

READER 2: I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for
all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partn ip in
the gospel from the first day until now, being confiden
he who began a good work in you will carry it on
until the day of Christ Jesus.

Song 2: Carry It On

READER 3: Philippians 1:12-14 (NIV) Now I w
and sisters, that what has happ

oW to know, brothers
s actually served to

READER 4:

ear about you in my absence, I will know that
e one Spirit, striving together as one for the

RE Philippians 1:7-11 (NIV) It is right for me to feel this way about all
of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains
or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s
grace with me. God can testify how I long for all of you with the
affection of Christ Jesus.

ADER 6: And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more
in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to
discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day
of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

Song 4: I Pray
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READER 7: Philippians 2:1-4 (NIV)Therefore if you have any encouragement

from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion,
then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and of one mind.

READER 8: Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in
humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

Song 5: Do Nothing

READER 9: Philippians 4:11-13 (NIV) I am not saying this be

I know what it is to be in need, and I know
plenty. I have learned the secret of being co
situation, whether well fed or hungry,
in want. I can do all this through hi

Song 6: I Can Do All Things

Song 7: Therefore, God \

READER 10: Philippians 3:7 ut whatever were gains to me I now
sake of Christ. What is more, I consider
everythin se of the surpassing worth of knowing
d, for whose sake I have lost all things. 1
bage, that I may gain Christ and be found in
hj t ing a righteousness of my own that comes from the
t that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness
thatomes from God on the basis of faith.

gives me strength.

READ I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection
d participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,
and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.

> 8: CArbage

ADER 12: Philippians 4:8-9 (NIV) Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever
is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent
or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you have
learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into
practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

Song 9: Think About Such Things
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READER 13: Philippians 3:12-14 (NIV) Not that I have already obtained all this,

or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I
do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,
I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Song 10: I Press On
Song 11: Rejoice Reprise

Song 12: Joy Ride Curtain Calls V
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PRODUCTION NOTES

This show was purposefully created to be simple to put together, with a small cast and simple set and props.
Along with using any summer props you may have, the main prop piece is the Sand Castle. The children will
pretend to construct it throughout the show, with 4 different props of the sand castle in various stages of
completion. Have it on a large cardboard so that loose sand can be pushed around as the children “build” it.

47

CHARACTERS
MAIN ROLES
Mr. Phil (adult) Children’s Pastor leading the summer camp (Phillip lans (pronounced EE-ens))
Lily Doesn't like the beach; unenthusiastic about the trip
Adalee Joyful and perky; a friendly and optimistic person
Madison Wannabe director. Always making a movie with “Madison '
Cannonball Fearless, risk-taker. Finds adventures as Madison fo amal films
Kaelyn A bit anxious. Crazily prepared for any situation
Liam Always on his video game
Marina (smaller role) Member of "Ocean Clean- n&ls” Volunteer

NON-SPEAKING ROLES
Ocean Clean-up Angels
Optional sea creatures during songs

\G
A car; A beach on the California co

Memorizing Bible verses in elp us learn to live life for Christ, with true joy!

SOLOS

Rejoice one
Carry It O Solo
Whateve Solo
Solo 1, 2
Solo 1,2, 3
Solo
erefore, God Solo
Can Do All Things Solo 1 (opt. Kaelyn) & Solo 2
ess On Solo

Rejoice Reprise None
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PROPS

e Sand toys for beach such as buckets, small shovels and rakes

e Sand Castle Props 1, 2, 3, 4 (The same castle, in increasing stages of construction)

e Beach chairs

* Beach towels or blankets

* Kaelyn's preparedness pack (includes, Bug-Be-Gone, hand sanitizer, organic tea bag, sh
spray, plastic gloves,

* Phone for Madison to film

e Handheld game for Liam
* Receipt for Cannonball to take out of his mouth
e Plastic bag

* Trash bags for “Ocean Clean-up Angels”

SET

For the opening song, the front of a car can be painted and plac
characters are “riding in a car.” When they reach the beach,
as beach props such as umbrellas, beach chairs and bea

in fron airs so the
s can be brought out, as well

CHOREOGRAPHY INSTRUCTION/DEMO PER CE VIDEO

The Choreography Instruction/Demo Performa ins a fully staged performance of the
entire musical, along with a step-by-step dem&gstrajjon e choreography. Thanks to my friend
Jenny Kujath and the WAM choir from nectign Pomt Church in Raytown, Missouri for doing the
demonstration performance of Joy Rjg!

TUMES

CHOIR

A shirt with the Joy Ri oY

MAIN ROLES

Mr. Phil Beach®hat, Hawaiian shirt and shorts/swim trunks

Kids y combo of bright shorts, swim shirts, tank tops, flip flops. Anything a child

would wear to the beach

Ma Q A shirt that says, “Ocean Clean-up Angels” with shorts
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