SEMSEN
MUSIC

. | \
A\

|

b =

A CFRISTMAS
| RE. RRRRUSICAL

CREATED BY

DARLENE ABBOTT







BIRTHDAY

2» INTHE THE &

BARN

A CHRISTMAS
PRESCHOOL MUSICATL.

CREATED BY

DARLENE ABBOTT

Arranged by Daniel

AVAILABLE MA

Downloadable Lesson Plans, Ac jes

Downloadable Listening Trac

ture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.
right © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan.
All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The “NIV” and “New International Version”
are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Music, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, without proper receipt of purchase from the publisher.

Edited & Engraved by MICHAEL FRAZIER

This symbol indicates a rehearsal point on the
Accompaniment Track. Selecting a given track number

will start the accompaniment track at the corresponding musical
section indicated in the Choral Book. s EM S E N

Possession of a CCLI license does not give you permission to make a copy of the

music obtained in this book. If you are unsure as to what rights you do have to copy M U S l C

under a CCLI license or if you want information about CCLI, please call 1-800-234-2446.



Birthday in the Barn

SEMSEN

Words and Music by
DARLENE ABBOTT
|m Country feel (J = 96) Arranged by Daniel Bondaczuk
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|@ With excitement (J = 136)

Unto Us

Words and Music by
DARLENE ABBOTT

Arranged by Daniel Bondaczuk
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Words and Music by
DARLENE ABBOTT
Arranged by Daniel Bondaczuk

|@ Relaxed Shuffle (J. = 120)
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Christmas Night

Words and Music by
DARLENE ABBOTT
Arranged by Daniel Bondaczuk
|El] Christmas March! (J=104)
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Listen Up!
Words and Music by
DARLENE ABBOTT
Arranged by Daniel Bondaczuk
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Happy Birthday, Jesus!

Words and Music by
DARLENE ABBOTT
|@ Country feel (J = 86) Arranged by Daniel Bondaczuk
F C c G C F
Q D) — i i f— r—— N
&5 s It ! ! : . T I : i
T o 2 3 -
| |
e 6) | | f f
o = E = = +—— ,
CHOIR
5
0 mf - \ | \ , r—
e S e : — e o o o 4 ¢ . . —
SRS e et ——
The_ cows sang, “Moo, hap-py birth-day to You!” Hors-es sa “A€ich, it’s Your
C C F C C
0
A ——— o — N — v —— —
[ fan ) 1 1 ) 1 1 IR ] 1 )] I T 1Y
\dv 7 7 g i/ !/
I I
==
— -
e e e '
e — —— — —
birth-day to the King.
F C
A\ A\ L 4
[7] N [7] N\ [7] N & |.N
1 gl 1 gl 1 1Y I 1Y
g/ !/
I I
= ™~ — —
o o
: 2.
(to meas. 1) ” P
i i *f -
‘t
sus.
C F C
S N
|
! s ! !
i Frs P
—)— T f f — Y
4 | | | | | InY
™ ™ — — . . T ® —  —
o o o - =
v

8 SEMSEN

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. By Music Services). All Rights Reserved.

PRINTING, COPYING AND ANY DISTRIBUTION OF THIS MUSIC IS LIMITED TO THE TERMS OF YOUR
PURCHASE AGREEMENT FROM SEMSENMUSIC.COM (EVEN IF YOU POSSESS A CCLI LICENSE).
ANY UNAUTHORIZED USE IS PROHIBITED. If you have questions about CCLI, please call 1-800-234-2446.




Birthday in the Barn e\/

"How to Use/ LicensiG




How to Use Pages

: / 17
Scrlptu Fe: The Word became flesh and made his | (/' fg
dwelling among us. f <

John 1:14a NIV

Curriculum

* Every song has a Song Plan.
* Every Song Plan has six categories.

Listening Activities

Small Group Activities —

Song Portion Activities ==

Spiritual Concept Acuwu@ -

Steady Beat Activities ’
* The numbers under each catego nt activities.
* These same categories are ongffe blank 111217, P

Print a blank Less
* Choose an activity fro
plan.

ve ready for maklng coples

I be used twice.
Me plan for Scale Work. Each scale activity should be used 4 times.

. Extras section contains all the manipulatives that you need to teach the song
plan.
These manipulatives should be printed to assist in teaching the Song Plan.

* Also included is 2 Worksheet section. This section includes any worksheets specified
in the Song Plan and would need to be printed and copied for each student.

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.
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Recording

* There are three recording options that you can purchase.
Listening Tracks — you will use to make CDs for the chil th
families. Please purchase the number you plan to send to
kids/families including those via email or private link.
Stereo Tracks — these tracks have no voice on the
Split-Tracks — these tracks have voices going

eaker and music
to the other so that you can control the level o inging with the

children.
* The numbers listed at the front of each file nanglfare_the

in the Song Plans.

Memory Verses \
* There are memory verseg list thegOp of the song plans. It is encouraged to
work on at least two gt out Wffduration of teaching the musical.

numbers specified

digital downloadable product. Do not copy or distribute at will, please
he terms of use to see what is allowed.
product is Copyright 2026 Semsen Music. Some graphic arts are owned by
sen Music. Some graphic art is owned by other entities and will not and cannot
¢ used or licensed without approval from those artist and publishers. No art in this
file can be used outside this product.
* DPlease read the Terms of Use and Licensing on the following pages.

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.



Copyright & Licensing

copyright: This product © 2026 Semsen Music. (l
All Rights Reserved.

Terms of Use

Thank you for downloading this file! We would really appreciate
feedback to ensure that we create high quality materials. If

ur feedback. We use
you find an error,

please contact us at www.semsenmusic.com . We will m or make
corrections as quickly as possible.
Please sign up to receive emails, and you will bg no of new releases, sales, blog

updates, and social media updates.

@ Printed Products

All components for and in this
teaching children. If you hz

s, please contact us at
is product, you agree to the following:

*  You may use o teach children and to perform a program for free or for
an entry tick

* This product m#gbe downloaded up to three times with the original purchase.

* All cgmgent is ori and copyrighted by Semsen Music and any marketplace

a¥filiated with aforementioned owner.

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.
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Terms of Use Cont’d

(and all affiliated marketplaces) are designed for teaching children.
By purchasing this product, you agree to the following;

X This product may not be sub-licensed, resold, shated, tra r otherwise
redistributed on its own (even for free).

X Do not send files electronically ot share with oth

X The images in this product are copyrighted an
Darlene Abbott and Semsen Music.

X These product images may not be used i

ons r organizations.
th permission or owned by

manner.
X Images may not be used as a
X Images may not be distril
collage sheets, rounds g
X Images may not be us

@ Refun
e D

)e nature of our products refunds will not be issued on any product
gen downloaded.

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.
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Credits

@ Credits

All components in this product and any products extensions at Www.Sems cig

(and all affiliated marketplaces) are designed for teaching children and ag @

permission.

Clipart used with permission.
https://www.etsy.com/shop/CedreStudios

https://www.etsy.com/shop/SweetWildsArt

https://www.etsy.com/shop/TheAestheticCli

https://www.etsy.com/shop /PixelPopsicles
veGi

—

b /www.etsy.com/shop/ArtisticTitle

https://www.etsy.com/shop/ThelnkOwISVGs
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a Song Portion \ ' Steady Beat

Supplies: Supplies:
2 o W -/
a2 Scale Work @ ening \

Supplies: Supplies:
PP =
Gcripture 7 Spiﬂh.@ﬁ t / Spiritual Concepts \

J &Supp]ies:

)\

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.



4

Birthday in the Barn \/
Scripts / Program Suggesti




Birthday“.-Barn

Scriptu Fe:. The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us.
John 1:14a NIV

Narrator Script
T TP TS TP TN GPTIE TIPS TET TS B TEEITD, " TSFD TS LT

e  Director, Teacher or Narrator welcomes everyone. Explain ¢
pick-up instructions and anything that needs to be communi

@ Birthday in the Barn

e  Narrator: Hey yall! Welcome! We’re havin
you could join us. Come on in! (music be

bifgday n in the barn and we are so glad

)

e  Play and sing, “Birthday in the

@ Unto Us!

e  Narrator: I’ all this is my favorite celebration of the year, celebratin’ the birthday
of Jesus. The s that goes with this celebration is not just a story — it really happened. It
all siamged in a little¥own called Nazareth. Mary and Joseph were engaged to be married and

clicame to both of ‘em at different times. The angel came to tell em’ that Mary was

’ od’s Son, Jesus. Many years earlier God had told the prophet Isaiah the same

aiah wrote, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.” “Unto us” simply

or us.” This child was born for us! We praise God for sending Jesus, for the

ises He spoke to the prophets and because He kept every single promise He made.

usic begins)

e  Play and sing, “Unto Us!”

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.
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Narrator Script Cont’d

e  Narrator: Mary and Joseph traveled from Nazareth to the town of Bethlehem to be counted in
census. When they got to Bethlehem, well, there was nowhere for them to sleep. No r

anywhere. You see, everyone who belonged to the family of David came to be couated at

and Joseph had nowhere to go but a stable. Where will the baby be born, in th
dirty, stinky, lowly stable. (music begins)

. Play and sing, “Where?”

@ Christmas Night

e Narrator: Now, just a lil’ piece outta town, there wer, gepherds watching over their sheep
in the fields. This night was a silent night, until.. _all ©
they told shepherds bout’ the baby born in B A
to find the baby. Well, I dare say after that it not a

g praises and they told em” how
ent night anymore. (music begins)

Play and sing, “Christmas Night”

@ Listen Up!

Narrator: Those sheph
angels said. The Bible
I’m from, that mgg

licke plit to find the baby. They did find Him, just as the

the shepherds saw the baby, they were astonished. Where

asted or even bumfuzzled! They were so excited, they went and told
@ - e know this story from God’s Word to be true; we get to tell that

story just like g sh@herds. There is a Christmas carol that says, “Hark the herald angels sing”

Well, “hark” mea 'sten up y’all, we’ve got good news. And that good news is that Jesus was

py Birthday Jesus!

rrator: I know this birthday party has been a little bit different. We haven’t blown out candles
and we haven’t opened gifts. But goodness gracious we have celebrated! We have celebrated that
Jesus is the best gift ever given. He is a gift from God to the whole wide world. Even though
we’re the ones that have received the gift, we are going to sing Happy Birthday to Jesus. Like
everything else, even that song is a little different down here in the barn. (music begins)

e  Play and sing, “Happy Birthday Jesus!”

@Copyrighl 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.



Birthday“.-Barn

Scriptu Fe:. The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us.

John 1:14a NIV

Parent Night In Script

@ Birthday in the Barn

e  Teacher: “Welcome, everyone. We’re going to t
at all we have learned from the Bible about Jesus
Jesus was born.

Choose one of the two following Acti

e  Small Group Activity 1, lead the actiyity.
to do this activity.
Song Portion Activity 1, lead al#ffo sigg as yo

ime evening to look closely
celebrate Christmas because

Play and lead all to sing, * in ghe Barn.”

@ Unto U
Teacher: “This song teaches us a new term. The words “Unto us” means “for us.” A
childggias born for#s.”

tion Activity 2, use the Unto Us Melody. Sing a capella as you point to the melody.
! fions, Song Portion Activity 1.
nto Us!” and sing.
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Birthday “..Barn

Parent Night In Script Cont’d

e  Teacher: “Mary and Joseph traveled from Nazareth to the town of Bethleh
counted in a census. When they got to Bethlehem, well, there was no
them to sleep.”

e  Use Steady Beat Activity 1 from the song plan.

e  Play “Where?” and lead the Booz Moves.

@ Christmas Night

e Teacher: “The original Christmas night, the night swas b tarted out as a silent
night, but it didn’t stay that way.”
Use Song Portion Activity 2 from the song i

Lead “Christmas Night” and lead all to us@the m&to move on the “Glory” section
or lead all to do the motions listed in Song Rortio tivity 1.

@ Listen Up!
* Teacher: “The shepherd ¢ songcitgfthat what the angels said was true, they went and
told everyone they co We g8to do the same thing. Let’s tell everyone about

Jesus’ birth and that
*  Use Steady Bea
*  Play “Listen

direction.

the Words) and lead all to play instruments to a steady beat, at your

@ Birthday Jesus!

achdy “These last weeks have felt like one big birthday party. We haven’t blown
andles and we haven’t opened gifts. But goodness gracious we have celebrated!
are going to sing Happy Birthday to Jesus in a new and fun way.”

Use Song Portion Activity 2 from song plan. Distribute pitched plastic tubes C, F, and. G.
* Sing “Happy Birthday Jesus!” and lead the groups to play.
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Birthday«-Barn

Set Suggestions and all the FUN stuff!

Set and Costumes

e  Stage Presentation Suggestions include:
Simple art on a screen behind the kids. Could us ongghe cover or use your own.

If you do not have screens, using a flat kin sh ackdrop and paint a barn or
large birthday cake on it.

Large birthday candles cut out of in
each side of the stage.

A bale of hay on each side of (i€ stage with

am c#tld be a backdrop or place one on

s of birthday balloons on top of them.

e  We love seeing all that you ith#four programs and hope you will share your pictures
with us.
@ Childreps tumes
e  Kids could we id-colored t-shirts with a set of animal ears on headbands or the mask

from the Small p Activity 1 in the Happy Birthday Jesus song plan. There is also an
f ‘ purchase animal headbands online. ok,

i3
M

cans and different colored checkered shirts. £
wear solid white t-shirts with different colored neckerchiefs. 7
e rts with checkered patterns on the front, could use a different color for each age
p-
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Birthday in the Barn e\/

Scale Work




Scale Work

Scripture: Sing to God! Sing in praises of His
name.

Psalm 68:4 NIV

Scale Activities

0.

*  Print the Hay Scales from the Extras file, pages

* Display the poster as shown.

(

: WAl
\ \L” 5 '--“’"\L’\L ".-»]:-“

)

the same as th&gbtes. Point to the 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and ask if those pitches are going up
p. Repeat by asking about the 5, 4, 3, 2, 1. Answer: Pitches are

es, then challenge the kids to sing news words. As you point to each

2 32 4 5 54 & 2 1
We are sing--ing up, we are sing---ing down.
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Scale Work

Scale Activities Cont’d

o e 5 > T AT T T T A T T S T T (TR T Ty Ty T T Ty T gy A > >
T L7 &7 &7 L7 47 4 P L D 1 7 L7 AV LT BV P £ ) 7 T T P T T X AT T T D T B 7 A S T AT L
EF G ET G L7 &7 5 7 &7 GV (7 7 LoV 7 L7 G & (57 (7 7 oV oy 7 M7 & 557 7 (7 857 7 £ 57 ¢

@ 0000

*  Print the Hat Path Warm-ups from the Extras file, pages 17-19.
* Display one Hat Path and ask them to move their voices to match thegdd
* Lead all to listen first, then to make their voice move in the directio

of the¥%ne.
eir Voiges.

N

Note: The purpose in this activity is to encourage young children to play wi

E 4 | %
-
E o3 E‘S‘J/ e

E O (_\ 1 i )
Sound: an American

@ 000

* Give each child a pic and a marker.
* Encourage ev to e their on own Hat Path on their paper.
* Astimeallo e volunteers to show everyone what their Ha# Path sounds like.

a British ambulance

* Leadall to ech g each child as they sing their Ha# Path sound.

4) 00 TTY

int copy the Body Scale Cards from k T
as folder, pages 40-43. * :
different patterns with Body Scale motions ﬁ

as a warmup. ﬁ
1-2-34-5 1-2-3-2-1 1-3-5-3-1 ;

* Lead children to sing and use the corresponding

Body Scale position from the cards.
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Lesson Plan week o

a Song Portion \ ' Steady Beat

Supplies: Supplies:
C & =7
a Scale Work @ ening \

Supplies: Supplies:
P =
/5cripture / Spirin.@p 4 Spiritual Concepts \

j KSupp]ies:

)\
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Song Plan - #1 6\7\

Birthday in the Ba




Birthday“y.Barn

Scriptu Fe. The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us.
John 1:14a NIV

Listening Activities

@DD

* Listen to the song and tap the hat each time
many times we heard the word “birthday.” (an
* Play the song again and tap the hat on
*  Echo-sing each phrase a capella. Explain
They will echo-sing back to you
Lead all to sing @ capella again

ill sing first.
old up the blue hat. g’

tions. —

ing each phrase of the verse a capella. [t nmae e Vo8
se' Y - “Once a year we celebrate,” tap the calendar.
se 2 - “This gift insde the hay,” place Jesus in the manger. \

\

rase 3 - “We will love and trust him,” tap the heart. \3 @
Phrase 4 - “Every single day,” tap the sun. ==
* Discuss that Jesus is God’s Son and He is God’s gift to the world because He came to
save us. He was born in a stable and laid in manger which was most likely full of hay.
That is why we sing the words, “this gift inside the hay.”
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Birthday “..Barn

Small Group Activities

*  Print the Pienic Notes from the Extras section, pages 6-7, and cut apatt.

*  Collect different found sounds as instruments to play steady beat. For it coMge
cans or oatmeal boxes with lids, wooden spoons, rubber or silicone
spoons, big plastic bowls, etc.

* Lead all to clap the rhythms first. Clap on the Jand pulse harflls apart on the {.

Repeat by playing four beat thythms that you create wi 2c Notes cards. Use

the same concept of play on the J beat and pulse on the e movement of the

me allows or the second time you use this activity, allow the children to each have
a turn to create a pattern that everyone else gets to play.
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Birthday “..Barn

Song Portion Activities

*  Echo-speak the words in each phrase and display the accompanying ji€
s, | ’ | o o i :

i

“Let’s have a birthday” “down in the barn”

& ]

“Let’s have a birthday” “down in the barn.”

o
w

- one hand on hip, the other hand in air to lasso.
ands over head to make a roof.
We the birthday,” - one hand on hip, the other hand in air to lasso.
' n,” - arms in front of chest as if holding a baby.

b a birthday,” - one hand on hip, the other hand in air to lasso.
in the barn,” - hands over head to make a roof.

¢ celebrate on Christmas,” - one hand on hip, the other hand in air to lasso.
“that Jesus was born,” - arms in front of chest as if holding a baby.
“Once a year we celebrate,” - hold 1 finger up.
“this gift inside the hay,” -- arms in front of chest as if holding a baby.
“We will love and trust him,” — cross wrist over chest and turn side to side.
“every single day,” — open hands, facing outward, up over head and come down to sides.
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Birthday “..Barn

Spiritual Concepts Activities

following definitions.
Gift — something given willingly to someone

Birthday
Christmas

Jesus
God |

Christmas — Dec. 25, the day to celebrate the birth of C
Jesus — God’s own Son
God — created us, deserves our worship, and gavedis o
we could be saved from sin and death.
* Say, “Let’s put all the words together like
We celebrate His Birthday on Christmgs.
* Lead all to complete the worksheet. Prajjthan

@DD

n on to the world that

gaveghe world the Gift of Jesus.

God for sending His Son, Jesus.

s section, page 20, and cut apart.
and drop in a small gift box.

. alpox on the steady beat as the music plays.

. : Paused, whoever is holding the gift will open i:;
1C8 J

. ould not open the paper but just put it on —

e all have opened the gift, ask what it is. Possible answers include: a star, the
r “J,” a box with a star, etc.
¢ xplain that this letter is the first letter of Jesus’ name. Jesus is our gift from God.
He was a gift for the whole world. The letter is on a star because Jesus is the Light
of the World.
*  Pray thanking God that Jesus came to shine His light so that we could know Him.
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Birthday “..Barn

Steady Beat Activities

11X17 size for large group.
* Divide children into two groups, chickens and cows.
* Distribute 2 different instruments, one instrument to each

representing their group.
* Show chart and lead all to play on the steady be
*  Once successful, play the accompaniment tra
the words, and lead all to play the steady bégt w
*  When this activity is repeated, use bodyfgerctiggio

@ OO

*  Print the Picnic Notes

* Explain there are
* Place the Picnic Digte beat patterns. See examples on page 3 of this song plan.

tead of instruments.

section, pages 6-7, and cut apart.

o L& roups to clap their rhythm individually and then challenge them to clap their

same time.

' A
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Song Plan - #2 é\/
Unto Us O




Unto Us

Scripture: For to us a Child is born, to us a
son is given.
Isaiah 9:6a NIV

Listening Activities

* Lead all to sit in a circle.

* Explain we are going to kneel on one knee angfea e we hear the word, “Hallelujah,”
we are going to jump up. Then we go bacjgdo n ogff knee immediately.

* Play the recording and allow the childreg to o

* Distribute scarves or streamers.

* Sing the song, leading all to listen efythe melody goes up or down and to make
their scarves do the same mo

* Echo-sing and demonstrat

* Sing “Hallelujah” and aslk
start up and move th

* For the chorus lead &
lead them to up to the waist height and back down to represent the small
rise and fall elody. Repeat as the “Halle’s” repeat.

* For the last twO¥flnes use the same move as the first lines.

* Play the recording®gain and allow the children to respond.

ody jump on “Unto us a” and “He is Jesus.”
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Small Group Activities

* Before distributing the worksheet, tell the shepherd’s part of the Chg
Say: “There were shepherds, in the field, watching their sheep.
Angels appeared in the sky and told the shepherds that the Messiah

Print a copy for each child of Hay Mage from the Worksheets section, page
298 to
=

in the Highest, and peace on earth to men.” When
heard this, they immediately went to Bethlehem a
baby just like the angels said.

* Allow the kids to tell the story back to you.

* Distribute the worksheet and lead all to c

@DD

corn, beans, or rice to fill them with. Do not fill
Lo glue will need to dry. They will not be usable on the
g them, unless you use a glue gun.

>dient™o have the rice pre-measured.

arker to write each child’s name on their shaker.

i assist children in making shakers.
eggs to use several times and send home at the end of the semester.
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Song Portion Activities

el TV LT T LT T T T T T T

@ U V
* Teach the following motions. %

“Unto us” - fisted hand with thumbs out and point to shoulders 2 ti

“a Child is born” - arms in front of chest as if rocking a baby.

“Hallelujah” - both hands, palm open, go up over head and make a n to side.
“He is Jesus” — both hands point up, twice to the sky.

“Christ the Lord” — 3 claps, 1 clap on each word.

“Hallelujah.” - both hands, palm open, go up over hegd a circle down to side.

“Halle, Hallelujah” — do the twist.

“Hallelujah.” — do the twist.

“Halle, hallelujah.” — do the twist.

“Unto us” - fisted hand with thumbs outfgnd Pgnt td shoulders 2 times.
“a Child is born” — arms in front ofgghest if rocking a baby.

@ 0O Q/

*  Print Unto Us from t tras section, pages 14-15. | g g : ]
* The melody epresgats the first and third E ‘,‘”4 g, 8 E “’a ‘ :
phrase of th ) - L% T 1 R Sxon ol
* Lead all to sing tige melody on the syllable “la.”” — — — —

* Echg#ige the first phrase as you point to each number

Po. “Unto us a Child is born.”
ne second phrase as you point to each number as you sing;
s Christ the Lord.”
@ the second poster and echo-sing the “Hallelujahs.”
t out that singing “Hallelujah” is like walking down stairs with your voice.
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Spiritual Concepts Activities

Teaching Tip: While they are in this position complete the following activity. T)
this time concise and short.

* Echo-sing, “Unto us a Child is born.”
* Say, “Did you know that “Unto us” is the same as saying
“Unto us a Child is born,” we are saying, “for us a chflyi

was born for us. God loves us and wanted to s us from™Sand that is why He
sent Jesus. Look at your friend sitting next to say, ‘Jesus was born for us.”
* Pray thanking God for loving us and send% oL,

Have children sit in a circle. em to hold onto the back of their knees. See the

Teaching Tip above.

* Echo-sing, “Hallelyj

*  Say, “Did you know jah” means praise the Lord. When we sing,
“Hallelujah,” é sayiig, “Praise the Lord.” God gave us Jesus as a gift and

because he [Ofgs " He deserves all our praise.
* Asa prayer of Wship, lead all to sing the song.

at means Jesus
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Steady Beat Activities

O,

@ OO @
Have children sit i
e to
o

Print Boots Movement Cards from the Extras section, pages 13-14, and c rti

Place four cards in a row and teach each move.
Instruct that we will do each move for 4 counts.
Place the Boots Movement Cards in a row and always lead from Jeft to 11

Teaching Tip: To change the order of the moves, switch the cards around and,
a pre-reading skill for young children.

Play the accompaniment track, the one without lead all to move

d

| = " ~
| Clap Hands
| SRS

f

||
O
i [l
[ 4
i i
! %
1
i

)

Explain that we 2
pat the floor j

pat the floor in front of our neighbor’s knee and then
own bodies.
) ated for 8 beats.
Place a beanbag"gg the floor and lead all to tap the same motions. Explain that even
cgiigey do not ITave the beanbag they will still tap the floor each time.
the steady beat and pass the beanbag.
ul, play the accompaniment track, without the words, and lead all to

bass the beanbag on the steady beat.
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Song Plan - #3 é\/
Where? O




Where?

Scripture: she wrapped him in cloths and
placed him in a manger, because there was no
guest room available.

Luke 2:7b NIV

Listening Activities

larger gift bag, and a
in the largest bag but will not fit

* Show three sizes of sacks. Suggestion: a lunch s
grocery paper bag. Bring a coat or blanket t
in the smaller bags.

*  Show the children the item you broughgandgow
they think it will fit. Answer: No.

* Repeat with the middle bag, Thenulgird fgne with the largest bag.

* Explain there was a large n r of peopMtraveling to the town of Bethlehem. (Show
the smaller sack.) Bethlehe
could fit in the town. JQse
for them to sleep. /
sing you a song and

smallest bag. Ask the children if

ested and so that is where they went. I am going to
Bu hear the word, “Where,” hold your hands out as if

you don’t kno
* Sing the fir capella.
* Ask how man es the word, “where” was sung, Answer: 2 times.
*  Echggging each pfMase of the first verse.

dhuent sessions, repeat this activity, once with verse 2 and another time with verse
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Small Group Activities

something to hide the instruments behind so they can not be seen.
* Without showing the instrument, play a jingle bell. Explain that if
instrument they should sing, “Down, down in the stable.”
* Play 2 or 3 instruments that are very different. For example:
shaker. Ask each time if that is the sound. Answer: No
* Play the jingle bell. Wait for the children to recogni
* Lead all to sing, “Down, down in the stable.”
* Repeat with three more instruments: sand blo s, and maracas. Ask each
time if that is the sound. Answer: No

* Lead all to sing, “Down, down in the st
* Reveal the instruments and allow agidre
2.
* This activity can be repeategin 1 group and echo-sing the verse with which the
children struggle most.

« P e Naivity Coloring Sheet from the Worksheets section, page 28.
hildren to tell you the Christmas story. Get them started with “Mary &
ph came to Bethlehem.” You are simply looking for facts that we have taught so

a. Mary & Joseph came to Bethlehem.

b. There was no where for them sleep because there were too many people.
c. A stable was provided and that is where Jesus was born.

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.



Song Portion Activities

* Teach the following motions.
Verse 1
“Where will we find some room?” — Left hand out, palm up, on beat 1 (j
word, “Where.”) Right hand out, palm up, on beat 2. Both hggds pulsc e
on beat 3 and 4.
“Ob no,” - Both hands on cheeks.

“the baby’s coming soon.” - Arms across chest as if roc a Bgby.
“Where will we find some room? — Same move as a
“Down, down in the stable.” — Both hands, palms§go

Hands down by the knees on the beat jus‘
Verse 2

“Where will the baby be born?” — palm up, on beat 1 (just before the word,
“Where.”) Right hand out, pglfh ug, on beat'2. Both hands pulse up and down on beat

3 and 4.

~t

Verse 3
“W PR/l e find a bed?” — Left hand out, palm up, on beat 1 (just before the word,
seiicht hand out, palm up, on beat 2. Both hands pulse up and down on beat

i/l the baby lay his head?” — Tilt head to the left side, praying hands on left cheek.
ere will we find a bed? — Same move as above.
wn, down in the stable.” — Same move as above.
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Spiritual Concept Activities

* Place the cards face up.
*  Ask the following questions: ﬁ \

a. Which building do people live in? | = *
b. Which building do we worship God in?
c. Which building do we visit if we are sick?
d. Which building do animals live in? (Note: this co or the stable.)

* Explain that Jesus was not born in a hospital or gf€n a he was born in a stable.
Not a building people stay in but a building wj#€re als lived.

*  Say, “Jesus created the whole world. He is ghe impgttant King. He loves us so
much that He was born in a humble stajgle.

*  Pray thanking God that Jesus loves us sofgnuchgat He was born in a stable.

* E ‘gﬂ at Jesus was not born in a hospital or even a house, he was born in a stable.

I able they didn’t have a bed, like we sleep in, or a pillow to lay on. They
onl{Wflad a manger. (Show the manger card.)
1a at a manger is not a type of bed, it is actually a feeding trough. It is where

put the animal’s food for them to eat.
, “Jesus created the whole world. He is the most important King, He loves us so
much much that He was born in 2 humble manger.

@ﬁﬁfi«m@

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.




S

eady Beat Activities

* Have children sit in a circle.
* Show the card of tapping knees. Lead all to tap 8 steady beats. ﬁé.
* Play the accompaniment track (without the words) and lead all .

to tap the J steady beat for Verse 1. Tap the J steady beat fof§Verse 2.
* Show the card of clapping hands. Lead all to clap 8 stea
* Play the accompaniment track (without the words) and

lead all to clap the J steady beat for Verse 1. Clap . |
steady beat for Verse 2. e .

the ExtraS™@ction, pages 13-14, and cut apart.

* Have children sit in a circle!

*  Show the card with maggl

* Play the accompani
beat for Verse 1. Pau

* Show the car

* Say, “Pick a tart walking and when I say, “1, 2, 3, 4, Step” then you take the
first step with tHg foot you picked.”

all to March 8 steady beats.

¥ip: Practice the start of walking several fimes to make sure that all start on the same beat.
je1) OPBis and stop. Practice the start again. Make it a game.

W the accompaniment track (without the words) and lead all to walk on the steady
gt for Verse 1. March for Verse 2. Split Verse 3 by walking 8 beats and marching 8

L e
]

| Walking | | Marching
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Song Plan - #4 é\/
Christmas nghto




Christmas Night

Scripture: Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom
his favor rests.

Luke 2:14 NIV

Listening Activities

*  Have the children lay down in the floor like “slegffy shee t in the field. Lead all to
yawn, stretch, and wiggle to get comfortable.

* Explain that as long as the music is quiet, ggey d ggfhain asleep. But when the
music gets louder, they should sit up.

*  On the “Glory” section, they should roclfrom%gde to side.

* Repeat as the song repeats.
*  Echo-sing the quiet part of
“Christmas night was a silent
“Christmas night was a sileg

all to practice “shhh.”
erds in the field with their sheep. Shhh”
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Christmas Night

Small Group Activities

* Using bright colored paper streamers or ribbons, cut three 24 inch len @d
*  Print a Star Pattern from the Extras section, page 10, and cut out for, :

* Lead children to glue or tape the streamers to the back of the star.

* If using glue, plan to do this in small group the week before Wae streamers are needed in
large group. \

* If using tape, they can be done in the same lesson.

@ 0O “

Print Roping Melodies from th
* Demonstrate tracing the m
capella.
* Echo-sing each ropg
wavy ropes. Answer:
* Point out the the
second wa es down.
* Echo-sing the rope melodies emphasizing the end of the melody going up first
g0 second.
again and lead the children to trace the rope with their finger as they sing,
#o through the melodies tracing with their fingers while they sing.
Sgmonstrate how to tap the the rope knots on the steady beat as you sing each
Tap the 8 rope knots twice to sing through both rope melodies.

orksheets $€tion, page 38, for each child.

CHaY the ropes are different.
st wavy rope or melody line goes up at the end and the

=

Roping Melodies ‘

.....
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Christmas Night

Song Portion Activities

* Teach the following motions.
Verse 1

“Christmas night” — Both hands up making a starburst with fingers o
“was a silent night” — Left hand fingers (together) cover mou
cover mouth.

“Shepherds in the field” — Lean to the right with left hand s
off, moving to the right.
“with their sheep.” — Bend with hands in front of own, wiggle hands from
side to side as if rubbing the back of a sheep:

‘Shhbh” — 1 pointer finger to lips.
“Christmas Night was a silent night”- RepedfgmoWg fro
“People in the inn are asleep.” — Start with h@fads otMstretched to the sides and circle them

in to the middle, then praying h heek and tilt head to the left.
“Shhbh”-1 pointer finger to li

Verse 2

“Christmas night” —
“was not a silent ni

“angels singing

” — Left hand starts at mouth and goes outward, right hand
copies on beat

poth hands raise upward for ‘@ the sky.”

& ry, glory” — Raise left hand. Raise right hand.
@lory to God for His Son” — Both hands, palms out, start together at forehead, go up
and out and come full circle together in front of chest as if holding a baby.

“Glory, glory” — Repeat moves from above.
“Glory to God for His Son” — Repeat moves from above.
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Christmas Night

Song Portion Activities

*  Print Christmas Night Cards from the Extras section, pages 11-12 and ar:‘.

*  Use the cards to help children remember the lyrics.
* Echo-sing each phrase of Verse 1.

“Christmas night was a silent night”

N S

“Christmas night was a silent night”

* Echo-sing each phrase for Verse 24

“Christmas night was ng

“Angels singing in the sky.”

i

“Christmas nighNglgs not a silent night” “Glory to God most high.”

e Si orus — the “Glory” section and lead all to do the motions.
J =

P aul DEL ::‘:2"~*. 1

REREIRIY I

; ; : [ » rgl

t Christmas Night Sounds from the Extras section, page 21. | S 4 i

*  Use the poster to show how our singing voice can sing at different volumes.
* Lead all to sing the last line of the “Glory” section. Sing it 3 different times at the

different dynamic levels. J? means quiet. Mf means medium loud. frneans loud.
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Christmas Night

Spiritual Concept Activities

* Identify with the light, things in the room for which we can give God pra
a. Out 2 window — God’s creation
b. A Bible — God’s Word
c. The kids — We are God’s creation and made in His j
d. Picture of the Nativity (in the Extras file, pg, 5) —
Explain when singing “Glory to God,” it’s like shining a li
point others to Him.
Pray asking God to help us give Him glory and prag#e in T8 ing we do.

* A flashlight is needed for this activity. Make the room dim if possible. %

’s Son, Jesus
d. Our praise helps

Steady Beat Activities

* Print on cardstock and lgminatffhe Cards from the Extras section, page 2, and
Mach face up on the floor.

iimptap the beat on the hat quietly with your finger.
ler, we tap the beat on the hat with an open hand.

8ic and tap the hat appropriately.

t verse of the song and lead all to practice “shhh.”

quietly is not whispering, there is still sound. It is simply not a

*  Explain when the
When the musj

* Echo-sing the
Explain that si
lo d.

the star streamer made in a previous small group to lead steady beat movements.
d making small moves when music is soft and bigger moves when music is loud.
* Lead all to make smooth steady beat movements when the “Glory” section plays.
* Play the acc. track (without the words) and lead all to move as directed above.
*  When this activity is repeated use the following for steady beat movements.
a. Tip-toe during the quiet/soft section. b. March during the loud section.
c. Move streamer with smooth fluid movements during the “Glory” section.
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Song Plan - #5 é\/
Listen Up! O




Listen Up!

Scripture: When they had seen him, they
spread the word concerning what had been told
them about this child.

Luke 2:17 NIV

Listening Activities

ectio e 39, for each child.

*  Show the megaphone and ask if anyone knowff wha#fit is. Answer: “It is used by
cheerleaders so that people in the bleachegg canWfar wigt they are saying, It is called a
megaphone.”

*  Explain that we are about to hear a new $ord, k!” Ask if they know what it means.
Answer: “It means listen, I have s in@] need to say. We are going to color a

megaphone while we hear a song”’
* Distribute coloring pages a ns. Instruct all to color quietly while they listen to the

song.
*  After they hear the ggifig ¢ 1 the first line.

“Hark, listen up, it’s § ;
* Ask what the e . Answer: “The good news is that Jesus is born! Those are the

words writt megaphone on your sheet. We want to say to people, “Hark, listen

293
!

up! I have gooMews! Jesus is Born

Jesus is Born!
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Listen Up!

Small Group Activities

* Print 3 copies of Long/Short Ropes from the Extras section, page 26, and it.

ta
* The long rope represents a J and the rope knots represent a J.
* Make 4 beat patterns, say the word “long” for the long rope and “shg e knots.
* Possible patterns are as follows.
~— =]
-—

* As the children are successful, challenge thciig by Plagifie 2 or 3 patterns together.
se r s to the body then to instruments.

ther kings. Yet he wasn’t born in a nice bed
nice barn. Jesus was born to Mary in a stable and
Fas placed in a humble manger.
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Listen Up!

Song Portion Activities

* Teach the following motions. e
“Hark” — Both hands beside mouth.

“listen up” — Both hands by eats.
‘Ut good good news” — Left thumbs up on first “good,” right

“Tell” — Both hands beside mouth.
“all the world” — Both hands in front of chest for a ci §
‘1% good good news” — Left thumbs up on first “g i bs up on second
“good.” Both thumbs up pulse up and back n
“God has kept” — Both hands point up.

“His promise” — Both hands clasped togefher Mgfro chest.
“Jesus came” — Both hands point up.

“to save us” — Both hands crosse t & chest.

“listen up” — Both hands by

“Vesus Christ is born; Jesus Arms folded in front of chest and rocking

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.



Listen Up!

Song Portion Activities

@DD

* Explain that we not only hold the word “born” longer the fist time W

pitch changes.
Demonstrate the phrase as indicated below and point to the ¥gng ropes as a wsual to
what they are hearing,
*  Echo-sing “Jesus Christ is bo------rn, Jesus Christ is born.”,
*  Echo-sing the first phrase and point to the long r long “bo----rn.”
R Y
“Jesus Christ s bo ™

*  Echo-sing the second phrasgfind gwint to the rope knot.

5215 born.”
* Place the ropes iggghe Wllowing pattern and lead all to sing both phrases.

S ——

B

5 bo rn,” “Jesus Christ is born.”
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Listen Up!

Splrltual Concept Act|V|t|es

*  Print Christmas Night Cards from the Extras section, pages 11-12 and cut apart.
*  Askif they remember the song we sang about Christmas Night.

*  Explain that we are going to use those cards to learn something about Listen
*  Show the first 2 cards and ask why that first Christmas night was silent.

N A
- hh

*  Show the answer cards: The shepherds were in the fields quietly cMsheep and all the people in

town were asleep.
2l

*  Show the next 2 cards and ask why that first Chris

becgme NOT silent.

AN
| -
*  Show the answer cards: The angels ap in We sky to tell the shepherds about Jesus’ birth and to
praise God. Once the shepherds s e Ba in Bethlehem like the angels said, they went and

told everyone about what they

alta

ore because Jesus was born. That was the best news the world
s us to tell everyone that Jesus was born. God wants us to tell everyone

*  Say, “Christmas night
would ever get 2
that Jesus cary

*  Pray thanking Go8jghat Christmas did not stay silent. Thank Him that we have good news to share.
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Listen Up!

Steady Beat Activities

* Have a variety of classroom instrument available.
*  Show the dynamics poster and explain the dynamics.
P - Piano means quiet. Mf- Mezzo Forte means medium loud
loud.
* Lead all to sing the syllable “la” at each of those dynamic le
* Explain we will now do that on our instruments
* Distribute instruments and lead all to play 8 counts
at each dynamic level.
* Lead all to play again on the steady beat.
the children are playing, point to a differeqgg dyrigi
*  Play the accompaniment track, withou \wls,

at different dynamic levels.

@DD

*  Print Christmas Night Sounds from the Extras section, page 25, and cut apare

every 8 beats.
lead all to play the steady beat

Print Cowboy Hat Ca th ras section, page 2. Cut apart and glue a craft stick
on the back.

* Divide into tw Each group represented by a different hat.

*  Show Gro hat and lead them to play 8 counts of a steady beat. Repeat
with Group Z8

*  Lead each groupWg play only when you bounce their hat sign. Direct both groups to

idually and together.
gty 8 beats. As the activity progresses alternate every
, then for fun every 2 beats to see if they can keep up.

tH® accompaniment track, without the words,
direct the children to play as directed above.
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Song Plan - #6 N/
'Happy Birthday Jes§




Happy Birthday Jesus

Scripture: Thanks be to God for His
indescribable gift.
2 Cor. 9:15 NIV

Listening Activities

*  Have children stand in a circle.
* Demonstrate we are going to do an Animal M@rch g#6und the circle.

Start by marching for 8 beats.
Next trot or gallop around the circle fog8 bSgs.
* Play the track and lead the children to m#gch st time through the song and trot the
second time through the song.
*  Ask the kids for more animal gfoves an
suggestions for steady beat:
* Lead all to sit.
*  Ask what animal so

n to the song again using some of their

y hea. Answer: cow and horse and a sheep.
ch child to make an animal sound and have everyone

else guess to y
animals. A i tar wouldn’t be in a barnyard.

@), chick’s ®@r bird’s chirping, duck’s quack, cat’s meow, dog’s bark, pig’s oink,
fcock-a-doodle-doo, turkey’s gobble, etc.

M- -
r 4
m & I yw & 0
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Happy Birthday Jesus

Small Group Activities

* Provide crayons or pencils to color the masks.
*  Glue a jumbo craft stick to each side of the mask for children to hd

glue to help secure the string after tying a knot, so the e

not tear.
*  Write their name of on the back of the mask.
* This activity should be done a week before yo use them in large group. Or save

them to wear for a program.
*  Or for your convenience, masks can be @

* Print for eac Y Happy Birthday Card from the Worksheets section, page 40.
* Distribute a cop¥go each child and have crayons available for them
and decordte the card.

aristaas morning,
ain that Christmas is Jesus’ birthday and we are going to give
gt our cards on Christmas morning;

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.



Happy Birthday Jesus

Song Portion Activities

* Teach the following motions.
“The cows sang moo” — March in place.
“Happy birthday to you” — Raise hands in the air and bounce from sidé
“Horses sang neigh” — March in place.

“Happy birthday to the King.” — Raise hands in the air
“Happy, happy birthday” — Clap the steady beat.
“%o Jesus.” — Both hands point in the air to Jes

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.



Spiritual Concept Activities

,, —

Happy Birthday Jesus

Have children sit in a circle and have a gift box on the floor in front of you. You will
notes and a pen.
Allow each child to respond when you ask them what is the most favorite gift gt
Explain that we can not give a physical gift to Jesus. When we show others Jesfi
things, those are good gifts we can give. Ask, what are some things we can do 2
show others His love. Possible answers include:

being kind

cleaning up after ourselves

playing with friends

being obedient to parents and teachers

not fighting with brothers and sisters
Explain the Bible also tells us to be like Jesus. Ask omg things that we could do to show
Jesus we love Him. Possible answers include:

Read our Bible

pray

praise Him

sing

come to church
Write their answers on sticky n

em to put the note on the floor beside them. Explain

they will need their hand OX.

Sing the song a capella box around. Pause randomly and whoever has the box,
should open it and pla ote inside. Continue singing and passing the box until all notes
have been addedgi¥ac

Remind the @ #on’t only give Jesus our gifts on his birthday, we should give them to
Him each day & year.

Pray and ask God elp us remember daily to give our gifts to him.

© Copyright 2026 Semsen Family Worldwide Songs (BMI) (Admin. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.



Steady Beat Activities
AP LA

Happy Birthday Jesus

Print Boots Movement Cards from the Extras section, pages 13-14,
and cut apart.

Divide children into pairs for partner dance.

Lead all to do the following steady beat partner dance.
“The cows sang moo....” tap heel, toe 4 times (8 beats).
“Horses sang neigh. ...” tap heel, toe 4 times with other foot (8
YAl creation sing....” partners lock elbows (like do-si-do
beats in a circle.

“Happy, happy birthday” clap 4 times.

“%o Jesus” with both hands point to Jesus 4 tings.
Sing a capella and lead all to do the steady feat
Once successful, lay the accompanime NH

the steady beat moves.

C'I“ap Hant\isb

[ ———

t the words) and l;ad all to do

0O

Print the Barnyard rt frof the Extras section, page 21. Enlarge to an

11X17 size for large :

Divide childr roups, chickens and cows. i .
| _— __=g 4"-— j [

Distribute t instruments, one instrument to each group. | |

For example: jMgle bells to one group and sand blocks to the m

e successful, play the accompaniment track, (the one
out the words) and lead all to play the steady beat with the track.
ave the groups swap instruments and repeat.
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Birthday in the Balbé

Extras Section
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Birthday in the Ba bé\/
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DECEMBER

rim this tab off of the
worksheet.
- 2. Cut out Baby Jesus.
3. Asyou sing “this gift
inside the hay” place
Jesus in the manger.
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Roping Melodies

Trace the melody first with your finger as you sing.

Rl ] ]

Glo--ry, glo--ry, 8y to God for His  Son.
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