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FOREWDRD

| am so excited to introduce the musical, “Back to the Cross,” a sequel to my very first
musical, “Back to the Manger.” Your kids will have a time travel “blast” reliving the best
of the totally tubular ‘80s, the roaring ‘20s, the groovy ‘60s, and even the Wild West in
the 1800s! Buckle up as we’ll also travel to the future!!

As the musical opens, Norman is trying to impress his sister Ava, and her cynical frien
Morgan, who are part of a VBS group in C.W. Worthington Park. As he shequs them
a pile of scraps, Norman tells an unbelievable story about a time machin w
2000.” Without explanation, the machine whirrs to life and everything n
the lights come up, they step into the same park...but in a totally rad 19

Os to 11X'the damage, the
mane to see a kneeling
Itimate sacrifice which

adventurers are awestruck to step out in the Garden
Jesus deep in prayer. Morgan realizes the gravi

cross” has changed everything!

In the light of the cross, everything chaRgesSRls a wonderful gift to teach children
that as they focus on the cross and the &gres § the world fade away, knowing Christ

becomes the most important thing!

(REFERENCE GUIDE)
p the Cross 15 Alive 24 SFX-Opt.
16 Near the Cross Atmosphere-
17 SFX-Time Muchine 5 At the Tool Shed
(with Alarm) into 1980s
4 SFX-Time Muchine 1 18 2000 Years (Scene 1 into
5 Walkin’ by Faith 19 SFX-Time Muchine 6 Scene 2)
6 SFX-Time Muchine & 1920s Buckground 25 SFX-Opt. Surf Noise
& 1920s Buckyround Noise 26 SFX-1800s
Noise 1 20 SFX-Time Machine 7 Buckyground Noise
7 No Matter the Cost 21 Finale with 27 SFX-Crickets in
8 SFX-1920s I Wanna Know Gethsemune
Buckyground Noise 2 Christ, Walkin’ by 28 *Punchiny in Dute
9 SFX-Time Muchine 2 Faith, and Back to 29 *Flippiny Switches
10 God’s Grace the Cross 30 *Poundiny on
11 SFX-Time Muchine 3 22 Bows with Back Keybourd
und Future Effects to the Cross 31 *Bible Chullenye
12 Fix Our Eyes 23 SFX-Opt. VBS Sign
13 SFX-Future Effects Atmosphere 1-
14 SFX-Time Muchine 4 Kids in the Park *Digital “drag and drop™ BONUS
sound effects on Disc #2




(music begins to | “Back to the Cross.” Stage lights

come up on a large cross and a lovely prayer garden with a bench
in beautiful Worthington Park. The children of Midway Community
Church are participating in the final day of Vacation Bible School.

Back to the Cross
Reflectively J=105

L IN
I N
[ I
= @
1> @

o

"
0
[ 1080

4 G C/G
[ &
s T T— i fr— i '
I\m v() [ | } [ I [ I
o § S A S
. » » » »
Drum pick-up f
) WA - i — i
J [ [ | | |
' | o o o
3 » v @
— —
J CHOIR
| - R T e
= S ===
—/
Back, oh,  we got-ta get
C/G G
i : ’ir 1 ’ — ! i
C 5 ; ™ i s ; s ; s ;
! — i — !
o o o o o
; v . o v @
~ —

© 2014 Word Music, LLC/Christy Semsen Music (ASCAP)
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

EVEN IF YOU POSSESS A CCLI LICENSE, YOU MAY NOT COPY THIS MUSIC.
If you have questions about CCLI, please call 800/234-2446.



10

DN

[1 & e

r 2

[ &

we got-ta get back.

oh,

back,

back,

C/G

F2/G

C/G

10

#

o)
e):

[,
1R
[,
1 k) BEJ
; W, ; e
i i
o
il e
5
on
__ ;
L2 i
on
e 2 )
h ) [
e S B e
5 e il
o
il 8 o | e
[a4]
= v v = v 14 s vi v
N N N
ianer =
N—N S —

mf’ SOLO 1

Back to sur-ren - der, back_

oh,  we got-ta get back.

C/G

77
L e
S in
So e
V
S .
o < e
™
\\‘ T77Te
L)
e e
B ‘ e
BEL) e
e e
L)
\1“ T77Te
L)
L) e
1) ‘ e
e e
B e
r s v
N N
N— T ——



way._

a

He made__

to the day

back

faith,_

to

18
. () 4
18

N

[TTT] ] o
i ‘5
L) o
1R m e
I 5y ® e
™ I ' S || Lk
\LD_I um Wb e
[ T L ) = m
e 5 :
" I 1 o o < e
™
oo e
i ™
[ T e
e i [m™ |\
s v NP e e
e ]
1l Y o |1l
m 3) bal) e
) . 3 .
ceo e S0 .
s
1] Wa itl# 778
i ' °
2 e
e - | e e
) S =) .
e ¥ S T
5 e e
S |+ g
. 2 e S ST e
Aﬁmv e f g o g =
X i v v = v v fm v = v v XN s va v
N AN ~ NG n,,nm\ f “NE N N




26

L/

dise._

a

o - pened the way to par

and

price,_

__ the

26
#
D=

back,

got-ta get

we

oh,

Back,

C/G

back.
C/G

29

e

f quarter-time feel

) #

we’re go - in’ back,

We’re go - in’ back,

Em

ILL. I

L]

WA

WA T

BA

A
TOA

$A




0
o
V 4%
[fan )
ANIV4
)

cross!

the

to

back

we’'re go - in’

) #
):

back,

We’re go - in’

The

ev - ’ry-thing changed.

the mo - ment

mys - ter-y,

Em

d o o

~

e

o o @

))

o)
o),
V4

o o 9!

.




grace._

o]
] 4
o
P4l
b
1D e
» o
| _
(1] <
1 1=
n g
Paun Q
=
o
L =
H [
1
1 [=]
8
1
\\\‘ ”-m
e .8
. =
ol 8
o
= v v
NG
it

back,

got-ta get

we

oh,

Back,

C/G

53

#

[fan )

o)
o),




55 |m MS. MADDIE MAY: “And the winneris...”

OH' \ \ — \
P A ] N hY | I E T N
[’L ! [] & & =~_1 I 1 H"I’

T

o
(
AN

we got-ta get back.
F2/G C/G G

.

q
q
Q]

e

&@;?kbg’g

(
oelo)

q
od
L

N

)
TN
N
TN

MS. MADDIE
MAY:

in reCognition for memorizing 20 Bible verses! (speaking next line

she gives Ava the necklace) See? It’s identical to this beautiful
cross that stands in our prayer garden. This cross is almost 100
years old—almost as old as our church! Congratulations on all
your hard work, Ava!

(Everyone cheers) (music continues)
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SCENE 1

| [SFX—park atmosphere (opt.)] (Morgan sits by herself on the bench in

the prayer garden)

(approaching with a juice pouch and a cookie) Didn’t you want o
have a snack?

(deadpan in a sarcastic tone) Some stale cookies? Yeah, that sound
“amazing.”

(cheerfully undeterred) Morgan, you don’t mean

No offense, Ava. I know you invited me to th .%.thing ...

putting me in this . . . (r€€ds
Park. He probably h

h
] N 0 sky dramatically) You win, C.W.

(spreading s out) But look how pretty it is! And look at the
plaque 1Qengf. The prayer garden was built as a place the
com ul@gather to pray!

@ acl® Ava and Morgan, followed closely by Finn) Hey, group!
aing a good time?

(falsely cheerful) Yep. It’s totally “peachy keen.”
(still cheerful, but matter of fact) It’s not Morgan’s jam.
Well, folks, it’s been real . .. I’m outta here. (she stands to leave)

Wait! You’re a part of our group—and we need the whole group
to participate in the Final Bible Challenge. (faces front dramatically
and quotes the tagline) “More than just a Bible challenge . .. A
QUEST OF CHAMPIONS.” (returns focus back to Morgan) You
can’t leave...we need you!

(dryly) Wow . . . that is super motivating. Norman, is your life so
lame that you don’t realize how boring this is? There’s nothing
you could do to make me stay.
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NORMAN: What if . . . what if I show you something very few people have
ever seen?

MORGAN: Please don’t put on shorts.

NORMAN: I will ignore that. Follow me! (They walk to an area at the edge

the park that borders the church and Norman opens the door to an o

shed) | [SFX—tool shed (opt.)]

MORGAN: The church tool shed? (sarcastically) Fascinating . . .

FINN: (doting) If the great Norman has a plan, the gr as a
plan!

NORMAN: You have to promise not to tell anyone i8 ere. (he pulls
a tarp off of a pile of scraps that iNJabelea 7/0-2000") The
H/0O-2000 Temporal Displacemen ator!
G2 esracuniy

MORGAN: (mockingly) A pile of agQ, . Jam impressed.

NORMAN: This (uses han ilRstrat® air quotes) “pile of garbage” has

1l them, Ava!

AVA: with him, but my brother has told me some
the adventures he’s had in this contraption.

FINN: jon’t know the stories! Tell us, Norman!
NORMAN Th achine was created by Henry Olson—
FINN: nterrupts) The pastor??

@ : Well, he wasn’t the pastor then . .. never mind.

ORGAN: (interrupting with disbelief) The church pastor created a time

machine? (sarcastic) That sounds logical.

NORMAN: Well, he did. And, I actually used it to travel through time!
FINN: WHAT? This is amazing! What are we waiting for? Let’s fire it

up!

NORMAN: The last time I used it, I completely used up its power source:



MORGAN:

NORMAN:

AVA:

MORGAN:

AVA:

FINN:

NORMAN:

AVA:

MORGAN:

NORMAN,

ORMAN:
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a rare Iridium isotope. But I never got it to work accurately
anyway. It would never take us to the correct time.

Convenient. It just (uses hands makes air quotes) “happens” to be
out of power.

Okay . . . you’ve seen it. (excited) It’s time to go back to the
Final Bible Challenge. (Faces front dramatically and quotes t
tagline) “More than just a Bible challenge . . . A QUE
CHAMPIONS.” Come on! (He walks away and Finn follows close
behind.)

On our way! Come on, Morgan. (Morgan ign steps
into the machine) Morgan? (Ava playfully stepgsimgt achine and
grabs her hand)

ever— | SFX—

tters). Whoa! What was
slows and stops)

There’s no way this pile of junk co
Machine Whirring (machine whirrs
that!? (Both girls jump out and gge

(velling) Norman! Comedui

(running up, eve@n
assistance?
(out of bre@ the matter? Does someone need a doctor?
The @ e a sound!

& hay) Y

@ .

Impyssible! (stepping to the machine, followed by Finn. Nothing
happens) Your imagination was playing tricks on you.

Do you fine ladies need some

our weirdo pile of scraps turned itself on!

(walking in to look with Ava) Well, that’s ridiculous because I don’t

have an imagination.|@ SFX-Time Machine 1 (Machine
suddenly turns on again).

I know that sound! How is this possible?! It’s happening again.
HOLD ON, EVERYBODY! (Lights flicker and go out)
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SCENE 2

| [SFX—park atmosphere (opt.)] (Lights come up on the park. A sign
says “Vacation Bible School 1985”)

MORGAN: That was seriously weird.
AVA: That was seriously FUN! (both girls step out of machine)
was like “totally tubular,” and she was like, “no way” ‘ad I was

like, “Dude, you did not just say that!” And I was It
sure!”

WHITNEY: (walking past with a friend, speaking with a Valley-girl acgent) And 1
V

o0

‘80s DUDE: Dude! That’s gnarly.

FINN: (smiling) Classic 1980s vernacular. I Qan’t believe it! Your time
machine works, Norman! We tra the ancient time of the
1980s!

NORMAN: This can’t be happenin
supply. How could it

e’s . no Iridium left in the power

FINN: I don’t know, b
Let’s go out

lay here (pointing at machine) says 1985!
(stepping out to join the girls)

NORMAN: We’d hety nn quickly steps back in) The machine is too
e @ ! m in charge of getting you all back safely. Let
ofkam it back to the present. (punching in a date*) There
et back in the machine (Morgan and Whitney step back
1Mlie machine) and hold on, everyoooooooone!! (He *flips several
swit@hes but nothing happens)

FINNG as something supposed to happen?
@ : You girls, like, want to join, like, our VBS group? It’s like totally
rad!

0s DUDE: Totally righteous, dudes!

AVA: Sure! (walking over to join the group)
MORGAN: Eh ... (not especially interested but not opposed either)
NORMAN: (*pounding on the dashboard) Why isn’t the machine working?

This makes no sense!

*“punching in date,” “flipping switches,” “and “pounding on keyboard” SFXs are available on Disc 2 of the Accompaniment
DVD.
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WHITNEY: We’ve been learning this week that, like, one of the great mysteries
of the faith is, like, (music begins to | “Walkin’ by Faith”)

that our life as a Christian is not just, like, imitating Christ, but,
like, the indwelling of Christ.

‘80s DUDE: And that’s EXCELLENT! That means that Christ actually, like,
lives in us! Galatians 2:20 says, “I have been crucified with Chrigt
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.”

Walkin’ by Faith
Pop feel J=114 Y

’ @ WHITNEY: “ .. that our life. ..”
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| [SFX=park atmosphere (opt.)]

FINN: Any luck with the machine?
NORMAN: I’m afraid not. Now we’re stuck in 1985, and my group won’t
make it to the final Bible Challenge! (dramatically faces front and

starts to quote the tagline until he is cut off) “More than just a—"

MORGAN: Okay, buddy. “The champion, the quest . ..” We got it.

this s
c bb)

ike, you’ve

AVA: (introducing outrageously-dressed girl to Norman) No
Whitney. She just gave me a gift; it’s called a ... “sc

WHITNEY: That’s “scrunchy.” Like, it’s, like, for yo
never used a scrunchy??

AVA: It’s big. It’s puffy. I like it!!

MORGAN: (not unkindly) You would. But
than sitting at that boring ing her attention to Norman)
How do you control tha@cop#faption, anyway? (She walks into

H/O-2000 with Norma \
NORMAN: If it was workin rfe§ly, 'Would just punch in the day and year

time destination module, see? May 11,

AVA: gb 10 the machine) Let’s just stay here for awhile, then. 1

WHITNE Y W72 in the machine with her) 1 could, like, totally give you, like,
the raddest home perm, Ava.

A Cool! ( |SFX—Time Machine and 1920s Background)
Q : It’s working again! Get in and hold on, everyone!

(lights out)



FINN:

NORMAN:

WHITNEY:

NORMAN:

WHITNEY:

MORGAN:

AVA:

WHITNEY:

C.W.:

MORGAN:

FINN:

FINN:

C.W.:

O
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SCENE 3

(Lights come up on the park. Sign says “Vacation Bible School 1928”)

( | 1920s SFX Background noise continues from previous

scene)
The machine worked! We made it back!

Look again. If I were to guess, I’d say we’re...sometime
1920s!

(stepping out from behind the group) The 1920s? Totall M

(panicked) AAAH! Whitney came with us i machine?!

(hyperventilating) Time machine? Like, w I don’t even,
like, know what to, like, . . . whoo .§ . I’m, like, wigging out!
That’s, like, totally impossible, li max!

(coming alongside) Okay, onna be fine.

She’s right; we are go
wearing the scrinchy!

so much fun! And look, I’m

Not®eal cats, Morgan. This dapper dude is using an expression; it
means “it’s really great!”

Not only are we doing a food drive for the needy today, my family
is also starting construction on a park here. We will be planting
a prayer garden and putting up a huge cross for people to enjoy.
Want to join us in the celebration?

I sure would!

In Matthew 16:24, Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he
must deny himself and take up his cross (music begins to| ByD7

“No Matter the Cost”’) and follow me. For whoever wants to
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find

it 2



28

No Matter the Cost |

CHRISTY SEMSEN
Dixieland feel, in two J =102 Arranged by Daniel Semsen

C.W.: “In Matthew 16:24,...”
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C. (meas. 41) 1 want you all to know we have raised enough money to
complete construction on the park and prayer garden! (all cheer)

A’ (walks up wearing a flapper hat) That’s just the bee’s knees.
ORGAN: (incredulously) You really fit in everywhere, don’t you?

AVA: (with a 1920s attitude) And how!
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( |SFX—I 920s Background Noise
NORMAN: Finn, will you help me try to figure o§¢ what’s buggy about the
machine? It’s weird how it’s sto d starting without any
power.
FINN: Sure thing, boss. (gettin e mgchine and tinkering with it)
C.W.: I’m thankful for our ngw s here. I hope you all stay and join
us for the food
MORGAN: (sarcastica a “brilliant” idea—wasting time giving to
other mart, little guy . ..
C.W.: it IS really smart. God will take care of me! In fact,

C.W.:

AVA:

ing 4 large inheritance from my grandpa to help fund the
cOstruction on the park and prayer garden today. It is my joy to
give iway the blessings I have received!

That’s amazing! We are so happy to have met you!

(taking him aside) Buddy, I have some “inside” information about
the future. A lot of bad things are going to happen. You’re gonna
wanna look out for yourself; no one else is going to do that for you.

(confused) Really? Oh, I hadn’t thought of that . . . wait, how do
you know what’s going to happen in the future?

(whispering) Morgan, I don’t know much about time travel, but I
don’t think you’re supposed to change anything or give anything
away about future events!
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WHITNEY:

C.W.:

MORGAN:

WHITNEY:

‘20s KID:

C.W.:

MORGAN:

AVA:

That’s, like, totally true! Like, I just saw, like, the most tubular
movie in the theater last week . . . that’s, like, totally what Doc
Brown said.

Doc who?
Never mind. Bottom line, you’d be better off hanging onto yo

money. And I have some investment tips that will really h
in the future: Apple, Google, Starb—

(interrupting excitedly) Betamax! You should like, t Mt

your money in Betamax. Like, fer sure!

(coming up with box) Hey C.W., where do p bBxes for the
food drive?

by the cross. Or, uh. ..
d to go ... to the bank.

(clearly deeply in thought) Uh, ov
you can put them anywhere. I
(he leaves)

C.W. —that’s a really

(229 ][edsrx-ri



SCENE 4

| [SFX=surf atmosphere (opt.)] (Lights come up. Sign says “Street
Outreach 1966”)

AVA: Looks like the controls still aren’t working right. This isn’t ogr
park! !
FINN: It most certainly isn’t. This place doesn’t look so good
WHITNEY: Like, that sign says, like, “1966.” Like, maybe 1966 wi%g’ , a
good year for parks.
,C

MORGAN: But is any year a good year for a park? I’ @ in

AVA: Where’s the prayer garden? And the (§oss?

egms to | “Gods

ind that surfboard . . .

FINN: I don’t see a prayer garden
Grace”) Maybe there’s gfcrgss
curious.

ANNETTE: What’s happenin’!?
been learning
lives once wgfurgende

IlcoMe t0 our Summer Bible School! We’ve
God’s Spirit displays His grace in our
Him!

BEACH KID 1: Groov,

BEACH KID 2:

BEACH KIDS: it on me!
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God’s Grace

Words and Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN

Slowly J =170 Arranged by Daniel Semsen

FINN: “Maybe there’sa...”
* Male vocal group (a la “Beach Boys”)
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*Male vocal group is included on the split-track.
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ANNETTE:

NORMAN:

ANNETTE:

NORMAN:

FINN:

NORMAN:

FINN:

NORMAN:

FINN:

NORMAN:

FINN:

AVA:

FI

RMAN:

AVA:

FINN:

ALL 5 KIDS:

| [SFX—surf atmosphere (opt.)]

What a gas! We’re fleein’ the scene to hang ten! Want to come? Be
there or be square!

Thank you for your kind offer, but we need to get going.
I’m hip! Bye!

Finn, I’ve been doing a bit of research. Have you noticgd that the

machine only turns on when Ava steps into it? FV
I had not.

Of course . . . that made no sense at all un pmbered what
she’s wearing!

(confused) She’s wearing . . . Iridi

Not exactly . . .

(realizing) She’s weaginm@yth ss from the awards ceremony,
which could be nﬂ,ﬁ inum which is—

(finishes tho@ht)
controlling

ember of the Iridium family! Ava is
achine! All we need is to have her get into the
turn on! Now, whether it will actually take
date is negligible, but still . . . progress!
an, come here!
(modeling a piece of ‘60s clothing) Do I look groovy?

Norman figured out how to turn on the machine!

(stepping in machine and it whirrs to life) Far out, man!

( | SFX-Time Machine 3 and Future Effects)

Wait! Don’t get in yet! Now the machine has started! It’s YOU,
Ava!

Me?

Hurry! Everybody in! (There is a scuffle and Whitney falls against
the machine controls as Morgan jumps in the machine at last minute)

Ouch! Ooof! Watch the control panel! Don’t sit on the— (blackout)
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WHITNEY:

FINN:

WHITNEY

& AVA:

NORMAN:

TETRA:

ALL 5 KIDS:

NORMAN:

ALL:

FINN:

NORMA

NN:

SCENE 5

(Lights come up on a dimly lit parking lot in the year 2060._ There is
a patch of grass, but no cross or prayer garden.) (| | SFX—

Future Sound Effects continue from previous scene)
Sorry, I think I, like, totally sat on, like, the buttons that, like,
control, like, the date.

Whoa! Are those . . . flying cars above us?! We madg it to the
future!

Totally rad!!! (giving each other a high five) S

But . . . where’s the park? The calibratio achine must
have gotten bumped. (walking up to a Rgsserby) Excuse me, where

is Worthington Park?

Worthington Park? Sorry
is 20 miles away.

ard of it. The nearest park

What?!

a®s true. Something must have happened before that. .. in the
1920s!? Did anyone do anything in the ‘20s?

I got a new bowtie . . .
Very snazzy, Finn.

Why, thank you!

OLD NORMAN: (walking over to them) Hello, there. ’m Norman. We’re about to

MORGAN:

start our Street Outreach. Would you children like to join us?

(chuckling, after realization) Your name is Norman? Oh, . . . this is
going to be fun. (loudly, stirring up excitement) Norman?
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OLD NORMAN/
NORMAN: (answering at same time) Yes?

MORGAN: (smugly) Booyah!

OLD NORMAN/

NORMAN: (seeing each other) You’re Norman? I’m Norman! AUGH! (bo
run comically in opposite directions, adjusting their bow ties at t
same time. Turning to face the situation, continue to awkward|l

the other)
OLD NORMAN: (overlapping at same time) How could this be? V
NORMAN: (overlapping at same time) You’re so old!

OLD NORMAN: You’re so young! This is impossible!

NORMAN: It’s not impossible. We used the -JQ00, the time machine, to
travel here.

er even used the time machine!
ave it to me before he moved
oyed it years ago.

OLD NORMAN: TERRIBLE TUNAFIS 1

My neighbor invente
because it never workigd. Wde

FINN: That’s imposgible! Henry Olson invented it and stored it at
Midway C ity Church. We just found it in the park next to
the ch

OLD NORMAN: Chagc here’s no church here. We are part of a street missions
@ romythe next county.

WHITNE Y purch? That’s, like, totally bogus, dude.

NORMA 0 church? Midway Community Church has been doing Vacation

Bible Schools in this park for over 70 years! Something terrible
must have happened to disrupt the space-time continuum!

LD NORMAN: TERRIBLE TUNAFISH! What are we going to do?

ORMAN: First we need to figure out what went wrong. Finn? Old Norman?
OLD NORMAN: I prefer “Classic” Norman.
NORMAN: Indeed. Let’s put our heads together.

TETRA: If you all would like to join our street team, we are reaching out
to this unchurched community.
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AVA &
WHITNEY: Sure!

TETRA: (light show starts as music begins to | “Fix Our Eyes”)
Hebrews 12:2 says, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the

cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.”

Fix Our Eyes d\(,
o B

Electro-pop J =115

niel Semsen
AVA & WHITNEY: Sure! TETRA: “Hebrews 12:2 says, . ..”
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MORGAN:

AVA:

MORGAN:
AVA:

MORGAN:
NORMAN:
WHITNEY:

FINN:

NORMAN:

MORG
)
INN:
MORGAN:

AVA:

([2213](35) SFX-Future Effects) Ava, what did they mean, “The

problems of the world will fade away?” That doesn’t make sense;
just ignoring problems won’t make them go away.

Actually, Morgan, the Bible says when we fix, or focus, our eyes
on Jesus and what he accomplished at the cross, the things we
worry about in this world won’t matter. Jesus conquered sin a
death and we are victorious through Him. We just need to ke
our eyes on Him!

(considering) Hmm, I was just...curious. Everyone ge®ms really
serious about the cross.

(smiling) The cross changed everything, -ugging her)
I’m praying for you.

(softening) Uh, well . . . thanks.

back to the 1920s and
e timeline and create this

Sorry to interrupt—all we ne
fix whatever happened to
alternate future.

I’m, like, totally, like
idea, like, what

ra¥ to say that I, like, have, like, no
kiifg about . . . like.

It’s an altefQatgMimeline. Whatever we changed in the past had

a rippl ct@hatgfhanged all the following events and created a
diffe jorMOf the past, present, and future here in Midway
Gi

dering) What could have happened?

(volunteering) 1 talked to that C.W. guy in the ’20s. We had a chat.
-. . Strange dude.

C.W.? As in C.W. Worthington? He is the one who raised the
funds to build the prayer garden and cross in this park!

Didn’t he actually help to build Midway Community Church,
too?! (turning to Morgan) What did you say to him, Morgan?

(reacting sheepishly) Well . .. 1. .. uh, just told him he should stop
giving all his money away and to save it for himself.

And that’s why in this version of the future, this area has never
had a prayer garden OR a church!!!



ALL:

NORMAN:

FINN:

57

(reacting) Oh, no! That’s terrible! What do we do?

(entering machine) This is a disaster! If we can’t fix this, hundreds
of thousands of people’s lives will be affected. Midway Community
Church didn’t ever exist in this timeline! We have to go back to fix
what happened. Come on, machine . . . 1923! Let’s go, Ava! (4va
climbs in the machine)

( | SFX-Time Machine 4) Get in, everyone! (all s

to enter machine) (Blackout) V

A\
&
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SCENE 6
| [SFX—=1800s atmosphere (opt.)] (Lights come up. Sign says “Jubilee

Festival 18707)
MORGAN: (sighs) Big surprise . . . not 1923.
WHITNEY: Wow! It’s, like, the wild, wild west!
AVA: They are definitely rootin’ and tootin’ here!

(music begins to ‘“Alive”)
ROSE: I’d like to start off our festivities by welcoming y3g alyto gfte

Jubilee Festival of 1870. We are all so thankf; niel
Worthington for allowing us to celebrate on hisneWland! T hanks
be to our God!
J Allve Words and Music by
Hoedown feel ¢=133 CHRISTY SEMSEN

ROSE: “D’d like to start. . .

Arranged by Daniel Semsen
(Violin cues opt.) Bb
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© 2014 Word Music, LLC/Christy Semsen Music (ASCAP)
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

EVEN IF YOU POSSESS A CCLI LICENSE, YOU MAY NOT COPY THIS MUSIC.
If you have questions about CCLI, please call 800/234-2446.
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| (SFX-1800s atmosphere)

ROSE: Now, Mr. Daniel Worthington will lead us in a prayer of thanks
for the dessert we are about to receive.

DANIEL: (bowing head) “Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for Your
provision and for Your Son. We thank Thee for our new friend
and ask Your blessing on this land. In the Name of Jesus, Ame

ROSE: Thank you, Daniel. Before we eat, I’d like to lead us in a song tha

was just written: “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross.” e sings,
accompanied by a banjo)

Near the Cross

FANNY J. CROSBY L H. DOANE
’ Tenderly J =170
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| (SFX-1800s atmosphere)
MORGAN: (softly) These people have so little, but they seem so happy. Is it
because of the cross?

AVA: Yes. It all has to do with Jesus.

NORMAN: Rose, thank you so much for having us at this lovely event. But
we have an urgent matter to attend to in the past, I mean, in t
future.

ROSE: Well . .. have some of my gooseberry pie before you go, W‘!

FINN: Sounds great!

AVA: Norman, why in the world do you think t ing on the
machine?

NORMAN: It’s your necklace! It’s basically ggow®ring the machine! I just
need to make some adjustments so machine will go where

we tell it to go.

FINN: We need to get back tod9 ghtgway. Morgan will talk to C.W.
and fix this mess. T g will be fine, and the timeline
will return to noymal.

MORGAN: e? at if I don’t want to talk to C.W.? He can

. In fact, maybe it should be my turn to wear
e this machine for a spin!
AVA: Forgnn e serious. We have to make things right!

’t have time for this, Morgan! We have to fix the timeline!

MORG%Iayfully trying to get the necklace) Just let me wear it for a minute!
N: We don

( | SFX-Time Machine 5 [with Alarm])

NN: (trying to save the day) Morgan, stop fooling around! Here. . . . let me
help. (jumping up to try to stop Morgan from grabbing the necklace)

NORMAN: Everyone, stop pushing on the—

AVA: WATCH OUT! (others rush into the machine to try to help as it is
pushed to its limit)

NORMAN: Be careful! We’re pushing the lever too far! (blackout)
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AVA:

FINN:

MORGAN:

AVA:

MORGAN:

NORMAN:

AVA:

MORGAN:

AVA:

SCENE 7

(Lights come up on a beautiful garden [Gethsemane]. An older child
dressed as Jesus is kneeling and praying by a tree. His head is down
and his face cannot be seen).

| (SFX—Gethsemane, crickets)
(in a quiet tone) Look . .. He’s praying.
Morgan, we’re in the Garden of Gethsemane. V
The ... we are? Then, that’s really—
(in hushed awe) Jesus.
He looks . . . so alone.

He was. The Bible says that ¢ tiQugie asked His friends to
stay and pray with Him, the% fell p and left Him alone.

You guys. .. this is ri elqge € went to die on the cross for us.

I never thought uthat story being real. I . . . I don’t have

A silhouette of a cross is projected on the screen or back wall, and
e children all kneel at the cross).
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Words and Music by

S

KENT HOOPER
and SCOTT KRIPPAYNE
Epic ballad J =53 Arranged by Daniel Sem
MORGAN: “. .. butIdon’t know...”
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© 2006 Pirk Music (BMI) Kent Hooper Music,
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MORGAN:

NORMAN:

FINN:

MORGAN:

C.W.:

MORGAN:

C.W.:

MORGAN:

C.W.:

MORGAN:

AVA:

NORMAN:

MORGAN:

I think we need to go back to 1923. There’s someone I need to talk
to ... (song ends)

YES! Let’s go back and see if we can fix the timeline!

Let’s go! (everyone climbs in the machine) (| | SFX-Time
Machine 6 and 1920s Background Noise) (blackout)

(Lights come up on 1923, where C.W. is by himself in the area tha
would have become the prayer garden. The cross is dgwgnd he is
boxing things up to leave.)

C.W. — wait! Remember me? I’m afraid I ¢ apology.
Of course, I remember you. We just talked e ago
(realizing) Right.

You don’t owe me anythingg¥ ap te your honesty. You saved
me from making a big mifa

Where’s the cross?

Oh, I just toglit do u made me realize there are better ways

to use this ignd gffan just for a silly prayer garden.

m&hat made the mistake. This prayer garden will
ives. You were right to want to give to others. God
t us just to think of ourselves. In fact, He gave us His
s the biggest sacrifice! And, He did it for me and for you.
ThiSross reminds us of that gift, and that we can actually know
the living Christ!

(interrupting) Plus, you’re going to help start a church when you
grow up!

A church? Hmm...that’s a great idea! (smiling) But let’s start with
this cross. (together C.W. and Morgan raise it back up)

(smiling) That’s where we should always start.
We’d better get back, everyone.

Bye, C.W.! May God bless you.



WHITNEY:

NORMAN:

AVA:

WHITNEY:

77

(C.W. exits)
That was, like, so, like, totally righteous!

Everyone, hop in. We’ll take Whitney home. (a/l climb into the time
machine)

I’m glad you accidentally got stuck with us, Whitney!
Like, this was, like, the most excellent adventure! Like, Whitne

and Ava’s Excellent Adventure... ( |SFX— j achipe
7) (blackout)

A\
&
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SCENE 8

(Lights come up on beautiful C.W. Worthington Park VBS—present
day. The group has already returned Whitney to 1985 and Morgan is
wearing a gaudy 1980s-style hair bow or scrunchy as well as holding

| (SFX-park atmosphere)

NORMAN:

AVA:

MS. MADDIE

MAY:

NORMAN:

ALL FOUR:

MORGAN:

Now that Whitney is safely home, let’s hope everyth
normal here.

another fluorescent souvenir).

I see Whitney gave you a scrunchy, Morga t’s puffy. I

like it!!

. . . and thank you to Midway
Henry Olson for sponsorin
the beautiful C.W. Worthdfigt
ceremonies.

The Bible Challenge! N heer)

(dramaticallyfface, frontnd quote the tagline) “More than just a
Bible chall . . AQUEST OF CHAMPIONS.”

gusic begins to | “Finale”)

ity Church and Pastor
Bible School here in
. Let’s begin our closing
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Finale
includes 1 Wanna Know Christ, Walkin’ by Faith
and Back to the Cross
Words and Music by

DyD 21 CHRISTY SEMSEN
Arranged by Daniel Semsen
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© 2014 Word Music, LLC/Christy Semsen Music (ASCAP)
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
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(11 roles + 1 adult role)

Lead Roles (Many lines)
Norman: Older boy leading VBS group; intelligent j
Morgan: New girl, very bored and not easily impre

Ava: Norman’s energetic little sister; adap®§ to ea e period
Finn: Younger, very smart boy; idolizeg NoRnan

Whitney: ‘80s Valley Girl with tons of fun nd spunk
C.W.: elebration;

en, and church

Miss Maddie May: eader in charge of VBS in

‘80s Dude:

Annette: s Bgfich Girl (i.e. Annette Funicello or

Tetra: r girl from 2060 who is helping run
the Street Team

Rose: irl from 1870 who is helping with the

Jubilee Festival
Adult playing an older, grown-up Norman in 2060

n-speaking Parts

us: Adult or older child to kneel and pray
Disciples (2-3): Jesus’ followers asleep on the ground in
Gethsemane

Tiny Roles (1 line)

4 small roles that can be distributed between choir kids

20s Kid: (1 line)

Beach Kids 1, 2: (1 small line each)

Mr. Daniel Worthington: Young man who prays at the 1870 Jubilee
Festival; Future grandfather of C.W. (1 line)
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Optional additional non-speaking roles

As always, | try to make the musical accessible for every size ensemble,
from very small groups to very large groups. For each decade, there can
be a group of between 2-20 kids who wear the costume/clothing of the
decade in order to help set the scene. You can use as few bodies on
stage as you want, or as many as your production can handle! If you don’t
have many kids, you may choose to dress only the soloists from each
time period in costumes to set the scene. Another option for a larger cast
is to separate out some of the lines from the lead characters an

them to these children.

e 1980s Pack

* Flappers

* Beach Kids and Bikers
e Techno Crew

*  Wild West Kids/Fiddler
* Additional Disciples

Solos
Song 1: Back to the Cross

Song 2: Walkin’ By Faith

Song 3: No Matter the Co
Song 4: God's Grace,
Song 5: Fix Our

Song 6:
Song 7:

Wanna Know Christ,

in’ by Faith, and

Back to the Cross

- Bows with Back to the Cross

w

45%53% -

Hoipp >

i

Group of sleepin
of Gethsema

Rles in the Garden

1% 2
Sold'1l & 2
olo
Groups 1 & 2
Girls
Boys
None
Solo
Solo (optional Rose)
Solo 1 & 2
Solo 1,2,3
Groups 1 & 2

None

Costuming the Choir

The “Back to the Cross” T-shirt, available from
wordmusic.com, is a great costume for your
choir! Just add black pants or jeans and black
shoes!



hristy and Daniel Semsen, celebrated writers and creators of innovative, best-

selling musicals for children’s choir are back, and they’re at it again! Their
latest adventure, Back to the Cross, will take your Kids Choir on an inventive,
fun-filled, rousing romp through time, discovering the message of the Cross
along the way! A Semsen musical is guaranteed to deliver big on FUN and even
bigger on a spiritual message that speaks to each child! In Back to the Cross,
the long-awaited sequel to their hit musical, Back to the Manger, we once aggin
find Norman and our cast of characters embarking on a time-travel excursgpn
relying on the questionable reliability of the H/O-2000 Temporal Displ t
Modulator...otherwise known as time travel machine.

Abandoned long ago and nearly forgotten, the H/O-2000 is disco
kids in our story while attending the annual VBS program at Mi
Church. A series of time-traveling escapades ensue, takingaoUuWjintrepid gang

of time-jumpers on a wild ride, immersing them in strang d cultures
(including the totally tubular 1980s, the roaring ‘20s, thé ild West, and
even the Garden of Gethsemane!), all leading to a pgint olN\gig#Overy about the
importance of the Cross and the message of the

At its heart, this musical is designed to imp, i of your kids and your
church for years to come through sho rrangements, songs that
beg to be sung, and a script guarantee tiyate and engage young minds
iblical truths. A delightfully-

paniment Track is available to

gh the ag vhile the

entertaining, production-enhancing O

[ ] ° Al DOT [ ] c A

BACK TO THE CROSS
WALKIN’ BY FAITH
NO MATTER THE COST
GOD’S GRACE
FIX OUR EYES
ALIVE
NEAR THE CROSS
2000 YEARS
FINALE

HIGHLIGH

available

ordmusic.com

Preview Pak INCLUDES
Exciting Accompaniment DVD that now 'WQ:EI‘(\I&:&F‘:'TﬁSTs
includes Digital Files AND

* Posters and Bulletins BACK TO THE CROSS

Listening and Accompaniment CDs BOWS

INCLUDES
BACK TO THE CROSS

a division of

Wordkid, vord

CHURCH RESOURCES
wordmusic.com 0

80689"51217




	01 Back to the Cross.mus
	02 Walkin' By Faith.mus
	03 No Matter the Cost.mus
	04 God's Grace (voc in intro).mus
	05 Fix Our Eyes.mus
	06 Alive.mus
	07 Near the Cross.mus
	08 2000 Years.mus
	09 Finale.mus
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