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Foreword

I'd like to introduce you to DANNY & THE SHACKS, a musical theater-style retelling of the
faith adventures of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in Babylon. This musical is
based on a great sermon series that my pastor, Wade Mikels, did at my home church, Vi
Church in Burbank, California.

of Danny and his friends after they were captured in Babylon. When they
the captives are introduced to the “warrior lifestyle,” meaning that Kipg

We see The Shacks face the fiery furnace because the,
witness Daniel thrown into a den of hungry lions b fused to stop quietly praying
to God every day. In each of these situations, cks have choices: to whom
will they bow and who will they choose to follow¥ ildgen will learn that even in our own
"Babylons” (trying circumstances), we can
be with us...even when a situation seems i

nd exercise with stories from the Bible. Your
inds, and bodies (especially the sporty kids
lions’ den where the lions couldn’t roar because

It was fun to infuse athletics, wor
choir will enjoy being active wij

Bl faith to stand for Him. These exciting stories show faith in God, belief in
ble, and a trust that God will deliver His people!

ear what is happening in your groups. Feel free to contact me with questions or to
sNapggfe great things that God is doing. Check out my Facebook group: “Christy Semsen'’s
Epic Kids Choir Forum.” You can become a member and use it as a resource to communicate
with other directors who have posted questions, photos, and videos of their productions. My
email is csemsen@gmail.com, and I'd love to hear from you personally. I'm honored to be a
small part of your ministry with kids!

Christy Semsen

P.S. Shout out to my Sunday School class for helping me think up the title of this musical. Thanks, guys! (And

thanks to Jason Mikels for inadvertent brilliance!)



SCENE 1

(As the lights come up, we see a band of musicians on stage with their backs to the
audience in a dramatic pose. Danny stands in the middle of the musicians and his
bandmates are frozen, as if playing their instruments. A large sign reads “Danny &

the Shacks.” Bring the spotlights up on the narrators, the “Shackelles "—Bette,
Babs, Bebe and Bernadette).

Danny & the Shacks
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obviously captured more than just “four young guys.” BABS: May I continue?
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BABS:

BEBE:

BERNADETTE:

(at meas. 8§9) As you watch the adventures of our heroes unfold, you’ll see
that Danny and his friends will continually face a series of choices.

And these choices will change their lives.

Will they choose to compromise their beliefs and follow the rules of
Babylon?

Or will they choose to follow God?



10 (1) . .. to follow God?” J CHOIR
| | |

[&° - | = e e .

ANV [ = |
N e

C
0 | ‘ |
s g i
|

p A K —
brt—r—F o
b [
[y
I won-der if they’ll bow?
(CHOIR)
L () | ‘ ‘
P Al [ [ [ [~
[ﬁﬁ‘ o = —2
- A= ‘ AY
N e
faith to  stand?
C Bbmaj7
) | | |
S
—e—t e
T — . —— S -
v . . . . o

N

{

Be - cause the pow’r of God is great - er
Dm C Bb
) | | | | |
S S % z % j
o) l i i
<% S & . o




16

Be - cause the

Will they have

.

.

.

S S
(5}
2
S
Il = @)
||| Y
Q
N = -
L =]
=
i S T §
= o
L] —
i e
=
pNrs TN F
(31
()
=
i >
W 2
- ~—
\\\- w
NP m
R m Pl m
= =
B s
- 2oz
~ ) )
< g [ z ©
<~ o & o &
SR s
) || = 2 || =
= K =)
S S
3 53 :
Q b+ s M o=
=SS O NE
SNGo  NE:

ALL ff

v

Oh,

great - er.

is

C

God

pow’r of

C(no3)

Bbmaj7

e e o000 0 o




17

119

[zﬂ
N e

(ALL)

I\
[
see._

|
|
to

]
4
wait

| |
We can’t

Db

H

| [

|
Dan-ny?_

to,

[ [
|
who will you bow

Fm

ba

[

bg

ﬁ r
a =)
o
>
TN w e
~t N [\
[~
>
n
g o
a o
e
\
N\ =
I 5
(=]
=
e
o '
e
T 7 Z o T
O
| N N
N RO
L

L/

to?

Who will you bow_

Bbm

free?

set__ you

Csus

E

E

NN

—

bo-




18

128

be

.

.

L)
1 _
S 5 g
Ul = FJ 9
o B
[ ™
a
1 ewe B
e £
an | ) e B
|l [=]
m| S
| || m \\11‘ ||
B =
£
IR I
L — &\
9
o T Toe B
] 2
an v R e B
|l [=]
m S
] W e B
S
2 1 1
Z O
- Hi.N
N N
—f

=N

to?

to?

bow___

you

Who will
Bbm

Dan - ny?

to,

o will you bow _

Csus

:

3

3

be




19

1 \1!\\‘
£
2 RLII
1
(=N
> 2 [T R
= N
= i
(=}
1 =)
(=N
N
@ a [T 12
3 i i
S | *
£ \
£
—
= T D
N
I L
L)
Ei.N _LeN (<N
NG xNEe §
AT
e s

Dan-ny and the Shacks!

Eb

Fm

Eb

ANV
)

[\

Dan-ny and the Shacks!

F(no3)

Eb

~d rd
TN e
TSR A \HM>
A [TT®A
A ILL
A ILL
e
R i
L1
il

(Segue directly to Scene 2, page 21)



20

Who Will You Bow To?

(Underscore)

Quietly, in 2 J= 69
| BETTE: “Just who will . . .
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SCENE 2

(Characters are frozen onstage while spotlighted Shackelles deliver
opening narration. Fade spotlight off narrators onto Danny and
Shack 1, Shack 2, and Shack 3 in a palace weight room, they are
surrounded by Babylonian kids in workout clothes who are lifting
barbells and weights. Danny & the Shacks wear t-shirts that identi
them as Danny, Shack 1, Shack 2, Shack 3. The Shackelles ste
forward to deliver their lines before joining in the scene).

[ | music begins to “Who Will You Bow To?’ V

Underscore, page 20)]

BETTE: Just who will Danny and his friends bow t
will face choices where they must phygicall

story, some

BEBE: Others will need to choose who th
worship.

ollow, serve, and

BABS: You will see Danny and #nds,face life or death decisions in
the arena, the fire, a nderscore ends)

BERNADETTE: (spoken dry, no t we are getting ahead of ourselves.

BEBE: And alized that life in Babylon was very, verrry
i han life in Israel.

s and Bette transition from Shackelle members to enter scene as
worl®ut girls. The rest of the characters unfreeze.)

KI (strolling up and assessing) Well . . . aren’t you the strongest,
best captives I’ve ever seen! Good for you! We are so glad to
have you here in Babylon. This is Helga, and she will give you
a tour of our royal weight room where you will prepare for the
Babylonian Warrior Challenge. What do you say, warriors?

(All kids visibly react and shout whenever they hear the word
“warrior.”)

ALL: (shouting) Babylon Strong!

DANNY: Challenge?
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SHACK 1:

KING NEB:

ALL:

HELGA:

BEBE:

DANNY:

BEBE:

DANNY:

LL:

DANNY:

HELGA:

ALL:

What challenge?

You’ll love it! Helga will tell you all about it. I have to finish my
workout. Time for lunges! Carry on, warriors! (comically begins
doing deep lunges to side of stage. Shackelles fan King Neb with
palm branches.)

(shouting) Babylon Strong!

Here in Babylon, we work our bodies to their fullest capacity.

compete.

(still narrating) Danny was intrigued by thg
fitness challenge. In his mind, he pictured

at him.

(acting out his dream) (‘ /
Scratch 1) Take that! And i@' catches barbells and tosses them

aside, ending with his O 4
pose)

Although . . ghat’s actly what happened. (dramatically
pauses) He at really happened.

o) This doesn’t look so tough. Let me just ... (grunts
oroans while trying to pick up a heavy barbell with one hand)

( | [ 2v24 | SFX-Dropping Barbell) AUGH! Oh, dear ... that’s

very heavy. I...I can’t lift that!

(excitedly to group) He said it! He said it! You know the drill!
(The Babylonians and the kids in the choir perform five jumping
Jjacks while counting out loud.)

(do jumping jacks) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5!

(confused) Huh?

We do jumping jacks any time someone says the word “can’t.”
(air quotes while saying the word “can't”)

(do jumping jacks) 1,2, 3, 4, 5!



BETTE:

BABS:

BERNADETTE:

DANNY:

HELGA:

DANNY:

ALL:

DANNY:

HELGA:

BETTE:

ANNY:

BABS:

23

(now as a workout girl) You’ll get it. We have a bunch of “work-
out” words. It keeps things . . . exciting! Just wait till someone
says “Israe— (starts to say “Israelites” but is interrupted)

(now as a workout girl, desperately cuts Bette off) DON’T say it!
(The Babylonians and the choir members are visibly relieved.)

(addressing audience) The king assigned them a daily ration of
food from his own Kkitchen. They were to be trained
years, and after that, they were to enter the king’s se
Daniel was determined not to defile himself by
given to them by the king. He asked for per i t to eat
these unacceptable foods. (Daniel 1:5, 8, N.

Helga, I would like to respectfully as at my 1riends and I not

be required to eat the king’s foods

([68) opr. SEX-Lifiing Weig
(lifting foam barbells e e have (breathing heavily)
top chefs cooking for Qs aMd night . . . best food in Babylon.
(deep breath) Wlheggin tlg woPld (deep breath) would you ask that?
I, (pauses) #ga elp but notice, Helga—

1,2,3,4,5!

Qtence) . . . that you are still lifting weights.
YupRyGotta keep that heart rate up!

roudly) She never stops working out. She’s our top warrior!
(shouting) Babylon Strong!
(preparing to defend his request) As you know, we are Israelites.
(| SFX-Siren 1)
(as workout girl, shakes head) THAT’S THE WORD!
(Babylonians and choir members immediately react to the word

“Israelites” with a routine that involves punching and running in
place)
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ALL
except Danny,
Shacks:

SHACK 1:

BETTE:
HELGA:
SHACK 2:
SHACK 3:

HELGA:

DANNY:

SHACK 2:

BERNADETTE:

BEBE:

(velling) Israelites! Israelites! Punch, 2, 3, 4! Run, 2, 3, 4! Huh!
Please know that the God of Heaven has rules for us to follow.
May we be allowed to simply eat vegetables and drink water fo
the next ten days?

That’s a sure way to lose the competition!

(doing sit ups) Gotta have protein! V

Even so . .. we are following the rules of th ich God.

Just give us ten days and then see how we

b sees you looking
me!

(unconvinced) 1 don’t know . . . if
weak at the competition, he’s

Don’t worry. Our God wi nggffet us down.

\ epend on Him.

in various places on stage, as the captives will compete in the
Babylonian Warrior Challenge,” an obstacle course. The remaining

Shackelles, Bernadette and Bebe, join Babs and Bette in the scene

to compete as Babylonian warriors. Choir members serve as the

cheering crowd (also heard on the accompaniment split-track.)]
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ANNOUNCER: Obstacle 1! The first challenge
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Just look a-round!
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ev - 'ry-thing.
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ANNOUNCER: The Israeclites are rounding the corner

56 DANNY & THE SHACKS
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(4s the song ends, the Choir cheers while Danny, Shack 1, Shack 2, and Shack 3
hold up their hands and are celebrated as winners. The losing Babylonian
competitors fall to the ground, exhausted. Bette and Babs move out of the scene to
the side of the stage to become narrators again.)

*(Cheering crowd fades)



BETTE:

HELGA:

SHACK 1:

HELGA:

BABS:

ALL:

KING NEB:

ING NEB:

ALL:

KING NEB:

SCENE 3

(Danny, Shack 1, Shack 2 and Shack 3 stand victorious next to an
impressed Helga.)

(addressing audience) The challenge was over, and Danny & the
Shacks were crowned the winners! They determined to give
God all the glory for their victory.

(impressed) 1 have got to say, those vegetables did not let you
down. How did you do it?

It was the Most High. He made us strong!

. .. you, (pointing to Shack 3) Abe
cheerily) Back to pushups! (w

pushups.)

ressed that Danny and his
Warrior Challenge.

Meanwhile, King Ne
friends had won the Bab i

(shouting) B on !

I am veyy ssgfl with you Israelites. ( ‘ SFX-Siren
2)

oniMes and choir members react immediately to the word
@uclites” by punching and running in place)

(velling) Israelites! Israelites! Punch, 2, 3, 4! Run, 2, 3, 4! Huh!
I can’t imagine—
(do jumping jacks, tiring) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5!

(annoyed at the interruption) . . . ugh . .. how you did it, but you
beat my finest people in the Babylonian Warrior Challenge!

(shouting) Babylon Strong!

You easily beat the obstacle course! Even without eating our
chef’s amazing food. Tell me your names again ... ?

35
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SHACK 1:

SHACK 2:

SHACK 3:

KING NEB:

SHACK 3:

KING NEB:

SHACK 2:

I’m Shadrach.

I’m Meshach.

And Pm—

(over it) I’m just gonna call you The Shacks.
(pipes in approval) 1 like it!

Would you like to be regular competitors in the cha
have the strength that it takes!

Our strength comes only from Yahweh, the }d® God.

[music begins to “My Heart Depends (UnderSg

My Heart De

Underscore
Gently J =88 ( CHRISTY SEMSEN

DANNY: “We will live . . . Arranged by Daniel Semsen
Ebm

... of the kingdom.”
b

D
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A o
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DANNY: We will live and serve here, but please allow us to continue to
honor God with what we choose to eat.

BETTE: (narrating) King Neb agreed, and Danny and his friends
continued to quietly follow God and eat the food they knew God

wanted them to.
BABS: In fact, three years later they were stronger and healthier
all the others that had eaten the great food of the kingdom.

(Underscore ends) V
BEBE: They chose to have faith and follow God, even v%

unpopular.

BERNADETTE: Even when it seemed the wisest choice was Q e king’s food
so they could be strong.

BETTE: And God blessed them as theygiive

( | music begiggto

[Danny & the Shacks M band uniforms (perhaps blazers or
leather jackets) areminte playing instruments. The Shackelles

Jjoin in, while @ ban es about their trust and faith in God.]

reign land.

aith Believes the Impossible”)
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Faith Believes the Impossible
Words and Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN

Arranged by Daniel Semsen
| Acoustic folk pop J =118

CHOIR (opt. Solo 1) mf
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BERNADETTE:

BABS:

BETTE:

BEBE:

KING NEB:

BEBE:

KING NE

EBE:

SHACK 1:

SHACK 2:

SCENE 4

(Danny, the Shacks band members, King Neb, and Helga are frozen
during the following narration. Shackelles walk between the frozen
characters while narrating the story.)

(spoken dry, no music) Time in Babylon went by, as time does,
and Danny & the Shacks adjusted to their new life.

Danny and his friends prayed and asked God to give them
wisdom to live in this new land. Above all, they contj to
trust God . . . that He would take care of them.

Soon Danny was placed in a high position, 3
oversee operations in various parts of the

members, Bette and B
while the remaining c
Helga, Bette, an rn

ty-ot golden—

(todQxcited to wait for Bebe to finish) . . . a ninety-foot golden
statue of our favorite person—ME! (points to self boldly)

All were informed that when the beat dropped, they would be
required to fall down and worship the golden statue. Whoever

would not, would be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.

The Shacks had a big problem; they knew they couldn’t bow
down to anyone but God.

(turning to Shack 2 and Shack 3) There’s no way we are bowing to
that thing, right?

Of course not!



SHACK 3:
ALL:

HELGA:
SHACK 2:
BEBE:

KING NEB:

ALL:

BABS:

BEBE:

KING

ALL:

SHACK 1:

49

We can’t!
(jumping jacks, faster) 1,2, 3, 4, S!

(puts her arm on their shoulders) Shacks, Shackies, Shacksters . . .
I know you have your own beliefs, but you do realize what needs
to happen here, right? I mean, it’s going to be really obvious if
everyone’s bowing to the statue and you three (pauses) aren’t.

Perhaps the King won’t mind. He loves us! Maybe he will make
an exception!

The Shacks thought the king might change his il he
decided that no one should bow to the statu L hey could

just imagine . . . ( | SEX-Daydre

(acting out the daydream of the Shacks)o my Babylonians,
I was just talking to my very best@hg The Shacks, and they
have reminded me that there i od. So, I am taking
down the statue. We will a e one true God!

Although I’ll bet you realize that (pauses) that’s not
what h

s up and rewinds to original position at top of the scene)
is what happened.

(proclaiming) If anyone does not bow to the statue, I want him
rown into a fiery, hot furnace . . . immediately!! (4// gasp)

(turning back to the Shacks) You’re not thinking this through,
Shackizzles. King Neb respects your beliefs. I know for a fact
that he was impressed with your God. Your God helped you win
the Warrior Challenge.

(shout) Babylon Strong!

Many people are impressed with God. But just because a person
is impressed, doesn’t mean their life is changed.
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BETTE:

BERNADETTE:

SHACK 1:

SHACK 2:

SHACK 3:

SHACK 1:

KING NEB:

We don’t want to lose you. You will be of no use to your God
after you’ve been (pauses). . . toasted.

If you’ll make just this one compromise, you’ll be able to keep
serving God for a long, long time!

It’s easy to compromise.
And it’s easy to get caught up in worshipping other things

But we must worship the one true God.

(resolutely) We won’t bow. (| music b%y

Down”’) Simple as that!

gold is standing in a statue-like ma
moves its arms like a robot. Thr
King Neb's choreography.]

I’d like to begin the fesQit§ fopM gigantic, enormous worship
service for the most aga g around . . . ME!

&
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Bow Down

Words and Music by

CHRISTY SEMSEN
Cinematic J =110 Arranged by Daniel Semsen
“..Simple as that! I’d like to begin . . .
m

(=]

glad you came! Its a

~e
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(Golden statue unfreezes and

106 u # moves like a robot for 2 measures.)
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He won’t mind
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Bow
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Just

Bow down. Bow down. Bow down.
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SHACKELLES
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to bow. If you’re

law that you have

Now you’ve heard the

P A Pk

L Hout

Bm

)

o)

KING NEB

37

()« #
4 At

he

t

7
On

=
[=}
Q
=
=
o
g
g
il
5
S
=
[#]
0
[=1
s
=
Q
«
=
1
[=1
3
0

B

=

T

R <\

AY

:

:

Two! Three! Four!

One!

t of four, you’re gon-na bow down low.

) 4
P Il

)

o)




58

J=88

o
I Pt

(All Babylonians bow, but Shacks stand and sing!)
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SHACKS

48

We’re gon-na stand!

) 4 4.
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SCENE 5

[Shacks exit stage. King Neb, Helga, and a few others are in a
planking position (stationary push-up) on the ground.]

When all was said and done, the Shacks did not bow. In fact,
they stood tall.

But some of the Babylonians were not too happy abou the way
it turned out. Helga brought the matter up with the the
following day . . . while they were all planking.

(gossiping) O King, your royal muscle-y-nesg#@ notice that
your favorite Hebrews conveniently (drops 1, lifts one
0t

(in disbelief) Those cool cats, t

(sighing) They must still Bgl tg their God . . . after all, they
are Israelites.

( | S ireR3) (Babylonians and choir react

immediately ffpunchi nd running in place)

raelites! Punch, 2, 3, 4! Run, 2, 3, 4! Huh!

he nerve! How ungrateful! After I put them in charge
proWwinces here in Babylon! Bring them here!

AndWo, the Shacks were brought before King Neb and given one
more chance.

(The Shacks are brought in front of King Neb by Helga and Bebe,
who transforms into the role of Rica)

I’ll give you one more chance to fall down and worship the
golden statue of ME! But if you do not, you will immediately be
thrown into the fire! (furning to Rica) Rica, tell them about the
fire.

(laughs) Oh, it is so hot, King. You can toast a marshmallow in
one second, pop popcorn in three seconds, and pizza in five!
Let’s just say you don’t want to stand anywhere near it.
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KING NEB:

SHACK 2:

SHACK 1:

KING NEB:

Much less in it! (shares a gleeful chuckle with Bebe/Rica) 1 crack
myself up.

(confidently) Our God can deliver us from the fire. But even if He
doesn’t, He is still more powerful than all your gods.

We stand firm. We will not serve the statue or your gods.

Pity (shaking head) . . . 1 really liked you, (pauses) Shacks.

(| music begins to “Too Hot”) V
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[Kids dressed as colorful flames dance and surround The Shacks (Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego), grabbing them and throwing them into the furnace.
Midway through song, an angel enters the furnace to protect the trio.]

Too Hot
Words and Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN

Arranged by Daniel Se
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(Drums continue,
cues optional)
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BEBE: So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were brought out of the
fire.

BETTE: And the fire had not burned any part of them!

BABS: Once again, King Neb was very impressed that God had saved

them from the fiery furnace. He said:

KING NEB: (stepping forward to make his proclamation) Praise be to the God
of the Shacks, Who has sent His angel to rescue themy! Waey

any other god but their own! Therefore, I decre
anything bad about their God, they will be {gre o (pauses
while considering consequences) one thousa pes” and five
million sit-ups!

ALL: (gasp in a horrified manner)

KING NEB: There is no other God like

ALL: (cheer) \
( |. - QS t “Narrator Update”)
BERNADETTE: And Klng moted The Shacks and sent them off to lead in

lon. (The Shacks wave as they run off stage).

*Burpee: A full body exercise that is performed in four steps. Begin in a
standing position, drop to a squat position with hands on the ground, kick feet
back into a plank position while keeping arms extended. Immediately return to
a squat position. Stand up tall from a squat. Search youtube.com for a visual
demonstration.
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Narrator Update

Words and Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN

Arranged by Daniel Semsen
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SCENE 6

(The lights come up on a music studio with microphones,
instruments, recording equipment, and a sign that says “Babylon
Music Studio.” The Shackelles have resumed their narrator
positions at the side of the stage.) (Shackelle/narrator Bette enters
and transforms into character, Mimi)

BEBE: King Darius was more interested in music, so he convegted the
weight room to a palace recording studio. He loved w

the other musicians, especially Danny.

BERNADETTE: In fact, he planned to put Danny in charge

HELGA
(as Musician): ing to rule over us? He

or seven hours. He keeps

BETTE

(as Mimi): Can you imagi 2 acticing my vocalizing and warming
up, like, eve ging) Mi mi mi mi mi mi mi mi mi!

BEBE: (narratj idof stage) The other leaders tried to find

som with Danny because they were jealous that he
ected, but they could not find anything to blame him
30, th® decided to trick the king into making a law they

Danny wouldn’t follow.

(sweetly sinister) Let’s convince the king to make a law that all
the people in the land have to pray to King Darius every day for
thirty days. It’ll be a sign of their loyalty.

ELGA
s Musician)  Perfect! And if they don’t?

BETTE
(as Mimi): Throw them in the lions’ den! (singing in a Broadway voice) The
lions’ dennnnnn-ah!

BABS: (narrating) So, they approached the king . . .
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KING DARIUS:

KID 1:

KING DARIUS:

BABS:

BEBE:

DANNY:

BERNADETTE:

KING DARIUS:

DANNY:

(excitedly) Let me get this straight . . . everyone will pray to me
for thirty days?

Yep!

Not gonna lie, (smiles quickly) I love that idea! ( |

SFX-Saxophone 1)

And just in case King Darius realized that it was a trap fo
Danny, they wrote in a clause making sure the law would go into
effect immediately and could never be changed.

But Danny continued to pray to God three time is
windows open so all could see!

(kneeling center stage to pray) God, I praise are the one
and only true God. My life is always 1§ Your s. Please guide
me today as I seek to follow Your @& serve You. Amen.

s decree. May your God, Whom you faithfully serve,

@ yo® from this den of lions.

It’sYI right, king. (confidently) My God will continue to protect
me. We’ll jam again, you’ll see.

And Danny was tossed into a den (dramatically pauses) . . . of
lions!

( | music begins to “The Lions’ Lament”)

(The lions enter the stage, circling around Danny.)
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The Lions’ Lament

Words and Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN
Arranged by Daniel Semsen

Freely, with rubato J =60
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DANNY: I think, I think they’re

LIONS
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SCENE 7

BEBE: At the first light of dawn, King Darius hurried to the lions’ den
and called out:

KING DARIUS: Oh, Danny boy! Friend ... have you been eaten?
DANNY: “May the king live forever! My God sent his angel, and H
the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me.”

(Daniel 6:21-22)

KING DARIUS: Hot diggity dog! This calls for a saxophone celeb

( | SFX-Saxophone 2)

BABS: “The king was overjoyed and gave or®grs to lift Danny out of
the den.” (Daniel 6:23a)

BETTE: “And when Danny was lift den, no wound was found
on him, because he had t

BEBE: Danny trusted God i N den. In faith, he believed the
impossible.

Sof Almighty God.

BEBE: better is one day in His presence than a thousand spent
an ere else.” (Psalm 84:10)
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Better Is One Day

Psalm 84:4-5, 10-12 Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN
Arranged by Daniel Semsen

Easy, half-time feel J =145
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BETTE:

BEBE:

BERNADETTE:

SHACK 1:

DANNY:

BABS:

DANNY:

SHACK 3:

SHACK 2:

SCENE 8
(All actors and dancers enter and spread out across the stage.
Breaking the fourth wall, all actors and choir members turn to

address the audience.)

Maybe you are in your own Babylon, a difficult place where it i
hard to feel that God is with you.

Rest assured that He is near and you can worship Him,..no
matter where you are.

He will be with you in Babylon.
He will be with you in the fire.
He will be with you in the den.

Look for where God is worki

No matter what happens disastrous it seems to us — God

is right there in the ix it,
Even in the mid difficul?times in our lives.
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I Will Stand (Finale)

with The Lions’ Lament, Bow Down
and Danny & the Shacks

Words and Music by

CHRISTY SEMSEN
Gently J=82 Arranged by Daniel Semsen
@ SHACK 2: “God is with us . . . ... stand for Him.”
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BABS:

14) God calls each of us to have courage and take a stand in different
ght be like the Shacks refusing to bow to a false god.

BJ veas. 17) Or, it might look like Danny kneeling and praying to God even
en there was a law against it.

(meas. 19) It might even mean serving quietly in a place where those around

you don’t serve God, and being a trustworthy and honest worker like Danny
& the Shacks in Babylon.

DANNY: (meas. 23) But whatever way God calls you to stand, He will be with you and
give you the strength to stand for Him!
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BOW DOWN (Words and Music by Christy Semsen)
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DANNY & THE SHACKS (Words and Music by Christy Semsen)
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Shacks Won’t Bows

Words and Music by
CHRISTY SEMSEN
Arranged by Daniel Semsen
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A Bible Story-Inspired Musical

PRODUCTION NO S
by Christy Sem

(13 lead, medium an g roles in all)

DANNY: DanielgltheBible¥®atural born leader; leader of the band

BABS: O it los); Shackelles; Workout Girl; Solo; Fan Girl

BETTE: ith solos); Shackelles; Mimi; Workout Girl;
Girl; Solo

BEBE: Narrator (no solo); Shackelles; Rica; Fan Girl

BERN : Narrator (no solo); Shackelles; Babylonian contestant; Fan Girl
King of Babylon; obsessed with working out and grooming
competitors for the Babylonian Warrior Challenge; jolly but full
of himself

SHACK 1: Shadrach in the Bible; guitar player in Danny’s band

SHACK 2: Meshach in the Bible; bass player in Danny’s band

SHACK 3: Abednego in the Bible; drummer in Danny's band

HELGA: Supervisor of the Babylonian Warriors; works out constantly;

wants to please the King; also plays Babylonian Musician

KING DARIUS: King in the Bible; musician; carries saxophone
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ANNOUNCER: Announces the updates in the Babylonian Warrior Challenge
(in “Babylon Strong”)

KID 1: 1 line

KING NEB STATUE:  Frozen statue until he moves like a robot during the song

ANGEL: Angel of God protecting Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
in furnace

SETTING:

A musical spectacular show telling the story of the adventures of
in Babylon! The musical theatre-type story is told with narrators a
clothing, playing all the parts.

dis right there in the
difficult times in our lives.

No matter what happens - how disastrous it
middle of it. Look for where God is workin

SOLOS OR LPEC\ .. COMBINATIONS
Danny & the Shacks s sQlp, Bette solo, Shackelles quartet

Babylon Strong Neb solo, Danny solo, Danny & the Shacks quartet

Faith Believes t sSigle Opt.solo 1, Opt. solo 2, Small group

Bow Down King Neb rap, Shackelles quartet, Bette rap,
Shack 1 & Shack 2 rap, Shacks rap

Too H Babs solo, Bette solo, Solo 1, Solo 2

@ Update Babs solo, Bette solo

Bns’ Lament Lion 1 solo, Solo 1, Solo 2, Bette solo, Lion 1 hum solo,

Lion 2 hum solo, Lion 3 hum solo, Lion 4 hum solo, Lions

Better Is One Day Rap solo 1, Rap solo 2, Rap solo 3, Rap trio

I Will Stand (Finale) Solo (opt. Danny), Lions, Babs solo, Bette solo

Shacks Won't Bows None
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PLOT:

This is a musical theatre presentation about the adventures of Daniel and his friends
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in Babylon. Danny & the Shacks, accompanied by
their backup singers, the Shackelles, perform these exciting stories showing faith in God,
belief in the impossible, and a trust that God will deliver his people!

We follow the adventures of our heroes as they stand up for their beliefs through the

Babylonian Warrior Challenge, the fiery furnace, and the lions’ den. Through it all, Danny
& the Shacks trust their God to deliver them!

Attractive, easy-to-use backdrops are available V
purchase from wordchoralclub.co

ck

Guit
Bass G

Weight ch
Barbells ( am ahd cardboard)
Weights m and cardboard)

ys of vegetables
ccer or parking cones

Ropes

Tires

Rings
Obstacles for the course

Trophy
Platform for statue
Saxophone
Recording equipment
Instruments
Sign “Babylon Music Studio”
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SET IDEAS:

PALACE WEIGHT ROOM: Different items that might be in a weight-lifting room fill the
stage.

BABYLONIAN WARRIOR CHALLENGE: Obstacles used in an obstacle course are
brought on and off stage during the song, “Babylon Strong.”

FURNACE: Flame dancers come out and surround the Shack members to represent the
flames in a fiery furnace during the song, “Too Hot."

MUSIC STUDIO: Barbells from the weight room transition into microphone stands. Use
music decorations and a sign that reads “Babylon Music Studio.”

LIONS’ DEN: Lions come out to surround Danny (creating the “den” in nt SRRC

INSTRUCTIONAL DVD:

The instructional DVD contains a fully staged performanc
with a step-by-step demonstration of the choreograghy.
gives you the inside scoop to help prepare this produc

usical, along
e director's commentary
resentation!

COST'IN.’-S:
Choir v
"Danny & the Shacks” T-shirts, availa
at wordchoralclub.com, are a

jeans or black pants ang
to complete the look

Cast
KING NEB

Biblical suit, ruring shoes, royal sweat band

SHAC
kets with the word “Shackelles” stitched on back; black pants

gold jacket, white shirt, black pants

SHACKS 1,2, 3
T-shirts with their numbers 1 (for Shadrach), 2 (for Meshach), 3 (for Abednego); leather
jackets for band uniforms

HELGA & BABYLONIAN WARRIORS
Golden workout shorts and a Danny & the Shacks T-shirt
(available through www.wordchoralclub.com); royal sweatbands
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KING NEB STATUE
Head to toe gold clothing and accessories; sunglasses, golden wig

FIRE DANCERS
Red fire crowns, red and orange streamers on bracelets

ANGEL
Traditional angel in white

LIONS

Headbands created to look like a lion's mane; choir T-shirt (available through

www.wordchoralclub.com) V

HERE ARE SOME IDEAS IF YOU WOU. .
LIKE TO CAST ADDITIONAL RO/ :».

For those with large choirs, the easiest way to augment the p s show is to
create larger groups in the different scenes, including additi 3a ian warriors,
Shackelles, Flame Dancers and Lions. Also, instead of the SRackelles members entering
a scene to play additional speaking roles, cast those p ins®ad (Rica, Mimi, Musician,
etc.). Divide up the Shackelles’ dialogue lines for gddi
more detailed breakdown of how you can ¢

astgno j
small cast, refer to the HOW TO DO THIS SHO, IH A
the Teacher Resource Kit (080689364976)\

o
&

ow to accommodate a
IR OF ANY SIZE section of

"‘N\ —




M%KSIIEE PASS

tﬂﬂlﬁ'

FUN KIT ITEMS USEABLE
AS STAGE PROPS!

onty S 10,29 eachr

Fun Kit comes with a
Cinch Bag, Listening CD,
Sweatband, Sunglasses, and
Danny & the Shacks Backstage Pass

NEED MORE SWEATBANDS
FOR COSTUMING?

10-paks Also Available!

ONLYS 27 95




0 80689 59417 5 DANNY & THE SHACKS Arr. Semsen, Semsen UNISON/2-PART
Introducing... DANNY & THE SHACKS!!

Come along on this Biblically-inspired, Won't-Bend-Won't-Bow-Won't-Burn
Babylonian epic, recounting the adventures of Daniel (“Danny,” as we
call him in our 21st-century version of the story) and his bandmates, The
Shacks (better known to you Bible scholars out there as Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednegol).

In their newest WordKidz choir creation, the genius of award-winning wife an
husband duo Christy and Daniel Semsen has never been more on display?
amidst the fun, production, and brilliance, Christy and Daniel’s desirg to equip
and empower children’s ministries everywhere with resources and to he
spread the Gospel has never been more heartfelt and present than Y
& THE SHACKS!

Shadrach,
niel (of lions
¥ embark on a

In our re-telling of the story, three young Hebrew m
Meshach, and Abednego, in conjunction with the pro
den fame), have a band called DANNY & THE SHACKSY

statue, some crazy Babylonians, the fiery furnac
lions den. Through it all, the powerful truth
of being obedient and faithful to His teachy
a storyline so fantastic and faith-affirmingit

hristy and tracks by Daniel

God. Add some wicked-awesome co
Semsen, and this might just be the §o ng, fun, wild-and-crazy musical
'v

theater tour through the scriptuges yQ'vever experienced!

As always with a WordKidg#hgsty aNd Daniel Semsen musical, there is an
Instructional DVD featurin ve gperformance of the musical to show you
w

d and the importance
through loud and clear in

how it can be produce a dynamic DVD Accompaniment Track that
will greatly enhance ion of DANNY & THE SHACKS. Backdrops,
T-Shirts, Fun Kits g e are available...everything you'll need to make your
presentation a '@ uccqps!

Da & the Shacks Narrator Update

ho Will You Bow To? The Lions’ Lament

(Underscore)
Better Is One Day

I Will Stand (Finale)
My Heart Depends WITH

Babylon Strong

(Underscore) The Lions’ Lament
Z % Bow Down
Faith Believes the .
Impossible Danny & the Shacks
Bow Down Shacks Won’t Bows
Too Hot

WORD

a division of
& CHURCH RESOURCES
0" "80689"59417

wordchoralclub.com
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