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PROLOGUE

 (The beautifully-decorated lobby of the Bethlehem Inn in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, a perfect place to stay at Christmas)

 [ music begins to “Welcome to Bethlehem 
(Opener)”] 

 (As the music begins, MRS. WISEMAN and FRANCES stand at 
the front desk of the Bethlehem Inn talking to bellhop ADAM, 
who stands nearby with a luggage cart. Bellhop JAMIE loads 
suitcases onto a cart and escorts GUESTS through the lobby. The 
door opens and more GUESTS enter to check into the hotel.) 

STAFF:  (ms. 6) (enthusiastically greeting) Welcome to Bethlehem!

 (The staff attends to the GUESTS. JAMIE pushes the cart of 
suitcases offstage. MR. WISEMAN enters from the interior of 
the hotel and crosses through the guests and staff to address the 
audience in a grandiose manner.)

MR. WISEMAN:  (meas. 8) Bethlehem, Pennsylvania! It may just be a dot on 
the map for some, but much like our namesake city halfway 
around the world, for those of us who call it home, it’s the 
center of the universe! And at Christmastime, this inn is the 
centerpiece of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. We’ve got a room 
waiting just for you. So, welcome to Bethlehem! 

1<  1

Welcome to Bethlehem Script.indd   1 2/28/18   10:03 AM
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Majestic q = 75 

rit.ƒ (Play)

STAFF: “Welcome to Bethlehem!”
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MR. WISEMAN: “Bethlehem, Pennsylvania! . . .

Œ œœœn . ‰ Jœ œœ œ
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Œ œœœn ‰ Jœ œœ œ

œ Œ œ Œ

Welcome to Bethlehem
Words and Music by 

JOEL LINDSEY
and JEFF BUMGARDNER

Arranged by Daniel Semsen

© 2018 Dayspring Music, LLC (BMI)/ Songs From The Inside (BMI) (Adm. by Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.)/ 
Gathering Songs, LLC (BMI) (Adm. by Music Services)/ Sunset Gallery Music (BMI). 

All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

EVEN IF YOU POSSESS A CCLI LICENSE, YOU MAY NOT COPY THIS MUSIC.
If you have questions about CCLI, please call 800/234-2446.
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What’s up Ja mie?
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ADAM Ó Œ œ œ
Did you

Œ œœœn Œ œœœ

˙ ˙

ADAM (holding up his phone)œ œ œ œ œ
see my last re cord
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!

Œ œœœn Œ œœœ

˙ ˙

-

*(MR. WISEMAN pulls a white handkerchief out of his sleeve, covers his other hand, and 
then with the flair of a magician, dramatically lifts the scarf to reveal a candy cane 
which he gives to a child GUEST)

(JAMIE enters with an empty luggage cart. ADAM now has a full cart of suitcases. They 
cross.)

 JAMIE:   I’m  workin’ . . . six  days  without  a  break!

JAMIE:   Hey  there,  Adam!
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ADAM and JAMIE (to the guests)
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49 Œ œœœn ‰ Jœ œœ œ
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Choc ’late, Fran ces?
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G7

MRS. WISEMAN
(offering candy to Frances)

FRANCES: Yes, Ms. Wiseman!

Ó Œ ‰ jœ
And
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FRANCES
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may be a cup of cof

52 Œ œœœn Œ œœœ
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--

MRS. WISEMAN:  ‘Tis the season for caffeine! 
(rises to get coffee) (FRANCES pops the candy
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!
55 Œ œœœn Œ œœœ

˙ ˙

MRS. WISEMAN & FRANCES (addressing guests)
(Frances sings with a mouth full of chocolate)

Jœ œ jœ œ œ œ
Wel come to Beth le hem!

!
œœœ Œ œœœœ ‰ jœœœ&

œ Œ œ ‰ jœ

G
D D13 G

œ Œ œ œ
It’s our

Ó œ œ

˙̇̇ œœœn œœœ
œ œ œ œ

G7

FSTAFF (and CHOIR)
unison

- - -
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58 œ œ œ œ
man tra, it’s ourœ œ œ œ

58 Œ œœœœ Œ œœœœ
˙ ˙

C6

œ œ Œ œ œ œ
mot to, it’s the wayœ œ Œ œ œ œ

Œ œœœœb Œ œœœœ
˙b ˙

Cm6
Eb

œ œ œ jœ œ Jœ
we greet each guest.œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
˙ ˙

G

- -
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61 Ó œœ œœ
We have

Ó œœ œœ
61 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ

œ œ œ œ

div.

div.

œœ œœ œœ œœ
prac ticed, we’ve perœœ œœ œœ œœ

Œ œœœœ Œ œœœœ
˙ ˙

C6

œœb œœ œœ œœ œœ
fect ed how to sayœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

Œ œœœb Œ œœœœ
˙b ˙

Cm6
Eb

- - -

in her mouth and turns 
abruptly as guests approach 
the front desk.)

(ADAM enters with an empty luggage cart and tries to record a 
video with his phone of FRANCES with the candy in her mouth. 
She puts out her hand to block his shot.)
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MR. WISEMAN

-
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in the eye,

!
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˙ œ œ
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!
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G
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held high.
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Em7

-
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(Mr. Wiseman)
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Wel come to Beth le hem!jœœ œœ jœœ œœ œœ œœ
Wel come to Beth le hem!

J
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F
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Mrs. Coop er,
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G7

MR. WISEMAN

F
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Œ
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79 œ œ œ œ œ
who’s this young one with

79 Œ œœœn . Œ œœœ.

œ. Œ œ.
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MR. WISEMAN

Jœ .œ Ó
you?
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!
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Œ

Jœ œ jœ œ œ œ
Wel come to Beth le hem!

jœœ œœ jœœ œœ œœ œœ
Wel come to Beth le hem!

J
œœ œœ J

œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœœ Œ œœœœ ‰ jœœœ&

œ Œ œ ‰ jœ

G
D D13 G

MR. WISEMAN

f

f

STAFF (and CHOIR)

œ Œ œ œ
It’s our

œœ Œ œ œ
It’s ourœœ Œ œ œ

˙̇̇ œœœn œœœ
œ œ œ œ# œ

G7

f unison

unison

-

-

- -

- -

MRS. COOPER: Mr. Wiseman.

MRS. COOPER: Oh! (turning to ABBY) My grand-

daughter; her first year here!
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man tra, it’s our

œ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ œ
85 Œ œœœœ Œ œœœœ

˙ ˙

C6

(Mr. Wiseman)

(Staff and Choir)

œ œ Œ œ œ œ
mot to, it’s the way

œ œ Œ œ œ œ
mot to, it’s the way

œ œ Œ œ œ œ

Œ œœœœb Œ œœœœ
˙b ˙

Cm6
Eb

œ œ œ jœ œ Jœ
we greet each guest.

œ œ œ jœ œ Jœ
we greet each guest.œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
˙ ˙
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-
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&
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&
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#

#
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88 Ó œ œ
We have

Ó œœ œœ
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Ó œœ œœ
88 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ

œ œ œ œ

div.

div.

œ œ œ œ
prac ticed, we’ve per

œœ œœ œœ œœ
prac ticed, we’ve perœœ œœ œœ œœ

Œ œœœœ Œ œœœœ
˙ ˙

C6

œ œ œ œ œ
fect ed how to say

œœb œœ œœ œœ œœ
fect ed how to sayœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

Œ œœœœb Œ œœœœ
˙b ˙

Cm6
Eb

-

-

- -

- -

(MR. WISEMAN takes off his hat and waves his white handkerchief over it. ABBY, surprised, looks 
inside, takes out a red Santa hat and happily puts it on her head. MR. WISEMAN puts his own hat 
back on.)
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SCENE 1 

MR. WISEMAN: Welcome, everyone! (turns to MRS. WISEMAN) Well, hello, 
Mrs. Wiseman. (kisses her on cheek and ADAM snaps a picture 
with his cell phone) 

MRS. WISEMAN: (smiling) Well . . . hello, Mr. Wiseman.

MR. WISEMAN: (to GUESTS and STAFF) It’s so good to have you all back 
again! Except for you, Adam, and that blasted phone of yours. 

 (MRS. WISEMAN gathers a few papers and exits to the interior of 
the hotel.)

ADAM:  That was a “sick” pic of you and your wife, sir.

MR. WISEMAN:  Sick?

JAMIE:  Sick means like . . . “good.”

MR. WISEMAN:  Ah . . . makes perfect sense. (to RICHARD) Nice to see you 
again, Dr. Jorgensen.
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RICHARD:  And thank you for the welcome, Mr. Wiseman. Even though 
we live just a few hours away, we come to Bethlehem Inn 
every Christmas for some good, quality, family time together, 
don’t we? (hugs BAILEY who is looking at her phone)

AUDREY: Well, not all of us are here, Richard.

RICHARD: (with meaning) Oh, yes we are, Audrey. 

BAILEY: In my picture, we’re all here! (holding up her drawing of her 
family)

MRS. COOPER: Well, I, for one, am glad I’m here. Staying at the Bethlehem 
Inn has been a Christmas tradition since I was a little girl. 
And now I bring my granddaughter! 

ABBY: Let’s get our Christmas on, Grandma! 

(MR. WISEMAN again takes off his hat and waves his 
handkerchief over it.  BAILEY looks inside to find nothing. MR. 
WISEMAN is perplexed as he looks in his hat, punches inside 
it, and exits. Guests and staff clap rhythmically while MRS. 
COOPER and ABBY dance together briefly. ADAM shoots a video 
with his phone of MRS. COOPER dancing. He shows the video to 
FRANCES.)

ADAM: (to FRANCES) Aw, man, this footage is “on fleek.” I think 
it’s gonna go viral. You know how many “grandma dancing” 
videos go viral every year?

FRANCES: (flatly) Nope.

ADAM: (excitedly) Me neither!

FRANCES: You’d better get Mrs. Cooper’s permission to post that. 
(FRANCES hands a piece of paper and a pen to ADAM who gets 
MRS. COOPER to sign the release.)  

(MRS. WISEMAN enters holding a folder and looking for MR. 
WISEMAN. She approaches FRANCES.)

MRS. WISEMAN:  (to FRANCES) Where is Theodore?

FRANCES: He’s . . . (looking around) . . . well, I don’t know, Mrs. 
Wiseman. I guess he . . . disappeared!
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MRS. WISEMAN:  (sighing) Oh, I’m not surprised. He does want to be a 
magician.

FRANCES:  (laughing) We know. (pauses) Hey, is everything all right?

MRS. WISEMAN:  No . . . I mean yes, everything is just fine. Fine! (aggressively) 
Fine!

FRANCES: I believe you. Sort of. I’ll see if I can find him. 

 (FRANCES starts to exit just as MR. WISEMAN enters and 
crosses to MRS. WISEMAN. FRANCES returns to check-in desk.)

MR. WISEMAN:  Ah, Betty, dear. (clearing throat) I was just working on my 
“Tear and Repair” trick. (she groans) Here, (trying to hand her 
a piece of paper) tear this piece of paper in as many pieces as 
you like, and I’ll magically put it—

MRS. WISEMAN: (interrupting and pulling him to the side) Theo, honey, we need to 
talk. I just got a call from Blake Westinmeyer. He’s coming by.

MR. WISEMAN:  Just to say “Merry Christmas,” I’m sure.

MRS. WISEMAN:  No . . . to convince you we’re in trouble. (opening her folder 
and handing him a piece of paper) I ran the numbers again, 
and he’s right. Look! The revenue from Christmas occupancy 
alone cannot sustain us for another eleven months. 

MR. WISEMAN:  I don’t want to see the numbers. (taking the paper, folding 
it and hiding it behind his back) And so, I will make them 
disappear! (MRS. WISEMAN sighs in frustration) Sleight of 
hand, my dear, sleight of hand!

MRS. WISEMAN:  (begging) Theo . . . 

MR. WISEMAN:  (bringing his empty hands in front of him) It’s gone. All those 
headaches over money—poof!

MRS. WISEMAN:  Honey, this is serious. 

MR. WISEMAN:  (somberly) I know. (Pulling out the folded paper, moves as if to 
give it to her, then stuffs the paper in his mouth, pretending to 
swallow)

MRS. WISEMAN:  (sadly) Theo, you haven’t learned that trick yet.
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MR. WISEMAN:  Right. 

(MR. WISEMAN takes the paper out of his mouth and hands it 
back to her. MRS. WISEMAN gingerly takes it with two fingers. 
They exit to the interior of the hotel together. BAILEY enters and 
approaches the front desk.)

BAILEY:  Excuse me!

FRANCES: (looking over the desk) Oh, hi! Can I help you?

BAILEY: Can I please have some chocolate? Mommy says you always 
have chocolate at the front desk.

FRANCES: Your mommy is right!  Here’s one for you, (giving a piece 
of chocolate to BAILEY) and one for me! (popping a piece of 
chocolate in her mouth).

BAILEY: Thank you! (pauses) Can I please have one for my sister, too?

FRANCES: Your sister?

BAILEY: (holding up her picture) She’s right here next to me in my 
picture. She would’ve wanted some chocolate, too.

FRANCES: Okay. Here you go, honey (handing another piece of chocolate 
to BAILEY) . . . for your sister. 

BAILEY: Thank you! 

(BAILEY sets her drawing on a lamp table in order to take a selfie 
with the chocolate. MRS. COOPER and ABBY enter. BAILEY 
exits, accidentally leaving her drawing on the table.)

MRS. COOPER:  Oh, Abby! Would you look at this! It’s the same bowl that 
held the Christmas candy when I was a little girl!

ABBY: (dryly) I hope it’s not the same candy.

MRS. COOPER:   And I remember this beautiful table, ( Music 
begins to “We Come Here Every Christmas”) GUESTS enter the 
lobby from the interior and exterior of the hotel to join in this 
song) and that lamp, and oh, yes . . . those toy soldiers over 
there! They all have so much meaning for me.

ABBY: (without thinking) Meaning they’re all really old?

7<  2
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(Realizing what she just said, ABBY covers her mouth and then 
giggles. MRS. COOPER pretends to be offended, but then joins in 
the laughter.)
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FRANCES: “Checking in? . . .

(spoken) Checking in?

No. (with disdain) I’m here to see Mr. Theodore Wiseman.

Your name, please?

(enunciating a little too clearly) B-lake West-in-mey-er.

Excellent. I’m sure he’ll be glad to see you, Mr. Westinmeyer. Wait here, 
please. (offering him a piece of chocolate) Chocolate?

(with annoyance) No.
    
(FRANCES exits and returns with MR. WISEMAN. Approaching BLAKE off to the 
side, MR. WISEMAN fans out playing cards, silently indicating for BLAKE to pick 
a card. BLAKE isn’t amused as he opens a briefcase, takes out a folder, and 
attempts to hand it to MR. WISEMAN. Crossing his arms, MR. WISEMAN refuses 
to take it. MRS. WISEMAN enters, steps between the men, takes the folder, opens it, 
and shows the contents to MR. WISEMAN whose mood suddenly sours. The three 
pantomime an animated conversation until the end of the song.) 

FRANCES:
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BLAKE:
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*(Just before the end of the song, MEGAN enters the edge of the stage, outside the front 
door of the hotel. She nervously looks in a hotel window and even considers going in, 
but thinks better of it and exits offstage by the time BLAKE exits in Scene 2.)
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SCENE 2

(FRANCES, JAMIE and ADAM are gathered at front desk, 
eavesdropping)

MR. WISEMAN: (loudly) So that’s the problem . . . they only come at Christmas!

MRS. WISEMAN: Yes.

BLAKE: I’d say the writing’s on the wall, Wiseman. And you won’t be 
able to keep it a secret for long.

MR. WISEMAN: (showing BLAKE the door) Good day, sir! 

(BLAKE exits. MR. and MRS. WISEMAN exit into the interior of 
the hotel.)

JAMIE:  (to FRANCES and ADAM) So what does that mean . . . “they 
only come at Christmas”?

ADAM: Yeah, and “the writing’s on the wall, Wiseman.” What’s up 
with that?

JAMIE: This could be way serious.

FRANCES: Sounds like Mr. Wiseman needs a new magic trick.

ADAM: A miracle is what he needs. (trying to process it) “They only 
come at Christmas” . . . must mean the Bethlehem Inn could 
possibly end up . . . (suddenly looks at his phone) Hey, maybe I 
could try to— 

FRANCES: Maybe you could try to what?

JAMIE: Yo, wait. I’ve seen that look before!

FRANCES: (shaking her head) Yeah, me too. The last time was right before 
you posted the video of me running into the glass door!

JAMIE: (patting ADAM on the back) That video rocked.

FRANCES: Hey! That was painful! In more ways than one!

ADAM:  (still looking at his phone) Ha! Check this out! The video of 
Mrs. Cooper dancing?

JAMIE: Yeah?
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ADAM:  It has 28 likes already! (MRS. COOPER and ABBY cross and 
stand behind ADAM)

FRANCES:  Well, unfortunately you’ll have to starve your social media 
addiction until after you help the famous guests behind you.

ADAM: Huh? (looking up) Oh! Of course. (hides his phone and turns 
around) How can I help you? 

 (MRS. COOPER and ABBY pantomime asking ADAM a question. 
RICHARD AND AUDREY enter in another part of the lobby. 
BAILEY is nearby, looking at her phone.)

RICHARD:  Let’s go somewhere special for a treat. How about Rosie’s? 
You love that place.

AUDREY:  Yeah, I do. (pause, sadly) But . . . Megan loved it, too.

RICHARD:  Oh, come on, Audrey. Now we can’t even go to Rosie’s because 
it reminds you of her?

AUDREY:  You can’t tell me you don’t think about your daughter.

RICHARD:  I do. And here’s what I think. I think she’s a big girl who’s 
making her own decisions now. And it’s about time we get 
used to the fact that . . . (pauses, shrugs) . . . she doesn’t need 
us anymore.

AUDREY:  Are you sure she doesn’t?

RICHARD:  Honey, she said those very words when she left last summer.

AUDREY:  (sighing) I know. You’re right. She did. (looking down 
remembering, then confidently looking up) Okay, I’m shaking 
off my melancholy and we are going to have a great Christmas 
together. Now, let’s go to Rosie’s. Bailey will love it. (trying to 
get her attention) Bailey?

RICHARD:  Bailey!

 (Startled, BAILEY jumps up suddenly and bumps into another 
GUEST.) 

RICHARD:  (to AUDREY) Technology may be the death of all of us. 

ADAM:  (overhearing) Oh, I think it all depends on how you use it.
 (RICHARD, AUDREY and BAILEY exit. MRS. WISEMAN enters 

and stands with FRANCES at the front desk.)
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ABBY:  Did you have a phone when you were my age, Grandma?

MRS. COOPER:  Yes, attached to the wall!

ABBY:  So, you couldn’t go anywhere when you were talking on it?

MRS. COOPER:  Now, that would’ve made it a “mobile” phone, wouldn’t it?

ABBY:  Right. (laughing)

FRANCES:  (to JAMIE) As soon as I go on break, I’m gonna call my mom.

MRS. WISEMAN:  (overhearing) Everything okay?

FRANCES:  Yeah. I just miss her. Last night ( music begins to 
“Back at Home”) she posted a photo of her tree, all decorated 
so pretty. (sighs) You know, as much as I love the Bethlehem 
Inn at Christmas, I hate not being home.

ADAM:  My bro said they got snow this morning. He called me and 
sang, “Do you wanna build a snowman?” 

JAMIE:   Touching. (sniffing and pretending to wipe away a tear) Yeah, I 
guarantee no one’s shovelin’ any white stuff where I’m from. 
They’re surfin’ sun up to sun down in Southern California.

FRANCES:  (to MRS. WISEMAN) Mrs. Wiseman, what did you do at 
Christmas when you were a little girl?

MRS. WISEMAN: Well, let’s see . . . I learned to bake my mama’s fruitcake. 
(ALL react) How about you, Mrs. Cooper?

MRS. COOPER:  Oh, yes, we made fruitcake, too. But my favorite tradition was 
our holiday hayride.

ABBY:  You, Grandma? (dubiously) On a hayride? 

MRS. COOPER:  Young lady, don’t let this gray hair fool you! Long before I 
was Elizabeth Alexandria Cooper, (music changes, p. 40, 

 meas. 36) I was little Miss Betsy Jackson from Forsyth County, 
Georgia! Hayrides were quite the tradition!  

JAMIE:   Hey, Mrs. Wiseman, you think we could like . . . get a hayride 
on the schedule here?

 
 (ALL laugh)

=<  3
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&

&
?

b

b
b

50

Jœ œ jœ œ œ
traf fic all through

50 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

B b
˙ Ó

town.

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

C

!

Œ œœ œœ œœ
Œ œ œ œ

-

&

&
?

b

b
b

53 jœ œ jœ œ Œ
Back at home

53 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ

F

MRS. COOPER

œ œ œ œ œ
ev ’ry thing is

Œ œœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ œ

C
E

jœ œ jœ œ Œ
snow y white,

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

Dm

- - -

&

&
?

b

b
b

56 Ó Œ œ
and

56 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

F
C

œ œ œ jœ œ Jœ
ev ’ry frost ed win

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

B b

Jœ .œ œ œ
dow danc es

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

- - --
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&

&
?

b

b
b

59 œ œ œ œ œ
with bright can dle light.

59 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

Csus

14 (Mrs. Cooper)

˙ Ó

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

C

jœ .œ œ œ œ
We deck ev ’ry hall.

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇

˙ ˙

B b C

MRS. WISEMAN

- - -

&

&
?

b

b
b

62

˙ Ó
62

...˙̇̇ œ
w

F

jœ .œ œ œ œ
We light ev ’ry tree.

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇

˙ ˙

B b C

FRANCES ˙ Ó

...˙̇̇ œ

w

Dm

-

&

&

?

&
?

b

b

b
b
b

65 œ œ œ œ œ
We make ev ’ry Christ

œ œ œ œ œ
We make ev ’ry Christœ œ œ œ œ

65

wwwb
wb

Eb

F

MRS. WISEMAN and FRANCES

CHOIR: unison

Jœ œ jœ œ ‰ jœ
mas time the

Jœ œ jœ œ ‰ jœ
mas time the

Jœ œ Jœ œ ‰ jœ

ww
w

B b
D

œ œ œ jœ œ jœ
best that it can be.

œ œ œ jœ œ jœ
best that it can be.

Jœ

œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœœ

www
w

B b

div.

div.

-

-

- -

- -
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&

&
?

&
?

b

b

b
b
b

68

w

ww
ww

68

˙̇̇ ˙
w

Csus

(Mrs. Wiseman and Frances)

œ Œ Ó

œœ Œ jœ .œ
Sing in’œœ Œ Jœ .œ

˙̇̇ ˙
œ œ œ œ

C

ALL CAST
CHOIR: unison

!

˙ ˙
Fa la˙ ˙

Œ œœœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F C
E

F

-

&
?

&
?

b

b
b
b

71

œ œ œ œ jœ .œ
la la la la Those

œ œ œ œ Jœ .œ
71 Œ œœœ œœ œ

œ Œ œ Œ

Dm C

œ œ œ œ œ
spe cial mem o ries,

œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

B b

˙ Ó

˙ Ó

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

- - -
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&
?

&
?

b

b
b
b

74 ˙ ˙
Fa la˙ ˙

74 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

Gm F

œ œ œ œ jœ .œ
la la la la withœ œ œ œ Jœ .œ

Œ œœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

C
E C(no3)

œ œ œ œ œ
friends and fam i ly!

œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

Gm7 B b

- -

&
?

&
?

b

b
b
b

77

˙ Ó
˙ Ó

77 Œ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ

C

˙ ˙
Fa la˙ ˙

Œ œœœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F C
E

œ œ œ œ jœ .œ
la la la la No

œ œ œ œ Jœ .œ

Œ œœœ œœ œ
œ Œ œ Œ

Dm C

&
?

&
?

b

b
b
b

80

œ œ œ œ œ
mat ter where we go,

œ œ œ œ œ
80 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ

œ Œ œ Œ

B b

˙ Œ œ
we’ll

˙ Œ œ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
al ways cher ishœ œ œ œ

www
w

Gm

15

- - -
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&
?

&
?

b

b
b
b

83 œ œ œ œ œ
Christ mas back at home.œ œ œ œ œ

83

www
w

B b
C

w
w

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F

!

!

Œ œœœ œ œ œ œ
œ Œ œ œ

-

&

&
?

b

b
b

86 jœ œ jœ œ œ œ
Back at home the palm

86 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F

JAMIE jœ .œ .œ jœ
trees line the

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ œ

jœ œ jœ ˙
cit y streets.

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

Gm7

-

&

&
?

b

b
b

89 Ó Œ ‰ jœ
We

89 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ .œ jœ
strum gui tars be

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

C

œ œ œ œ œ
neath the stars and

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

- -
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&

&
?

b

b
b

92 œ œ œ œ œ œ
car ol on the beach.

92 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ œ

B b

(Jamie)

˙ Ó

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

C

!

Œ œœ œœ œœ
Œ œ œ œ

Dm C

-

&

&
?

b

b
b

95 jœ œ jœ œ Œ
Back at home

95 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F

FRANCES jœ .œ œ œ
we make roast ed

Œ œœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

C
E

jœ œ jœ œ Œ
liv er pie.

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œb

Dm

- -

&

&
?

b

b
b

98

y Œ Œ œ œ
Eww! It’s a

98 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

F
C

FRANCES
OTHER 
GUESTS œ œ œ œ œ œ

fam i ly tra di

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

B b

16

Jœ .œ œ œ
tion, though no

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

- - - - -
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&
?

&
?

b

b

b
b
b

101 jœ œ jœ œ œ œ œ
bod y’s quite sure why.

!

!
101 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ

œ Œ œ œ

Csus

(Frances)

˙ Ó

!

!

www
œ œ œ œ

C

!

jœœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ
We deck ev ’ry hall.

Jœœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
˙ ˙

B b C

div.

div.

ALL CAST
-

-

&

?

&
?

b

b

b
b

104

˙̇ Ó

˙̇ Ó
104

œœœ œ œ œ

w

F

jœœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ
We light ev ’ry tree.

J
œœ ..œœ œœ œœ œœ

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇

˙ ˙

B b C

˙̇ Ó

˙̇ Ó

œœœ œœ œœ œœ

w

Dm

-
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&
?

&
?

b

b
b
b

107 œ œ œ œ œ
We make ev ’ry Christœ œ œ œ œ

107 wwwb

wb

Eb

CHOIR: unison

Jœ œ jœ œ ‰ jœ
mas time the

Jœ œ Jœ œ ‰ jœ
˙ ˙ww

w

B b
D

œ œ œ jœ œ jœ
best that it can be!

Jœ

œ œ œ Jœ œ Jœœ
˙̇̇ ˙̇

w

B b

div.

div.

- - -

&

?

&
?

b

b
b

b

110

ww
ww

110 œœœœ œ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

Csus

œœ Œ jJœ .œ
Sing in’

œœ Œ jJœ .œ

˙̇̇ J
œœ ..œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

C

Fun! ˙̇ ˙̇
Fa la˙̇ ˙̇

Œ œœœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F C
E

-

&

?

&
?

b

b
b
b

113

œœ œœ œœ œœ jœœ ..œœ
la la la la Those

œ œ œœ œœ Jœœ ..œœœ œ
113 Œ œœœ œœ œ

œ Œ œ Œ

Dm C

œœ œœ œ œ œ
spe cial mem o ries,

œ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

B b

˙ Ó˙
˙̇ Ó

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

- - - -
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?

&
?

b

b
b
b

116 ˙̇ ˙̇
Fa la˙̇ ˙̇

116 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

Gm F

œœ œœ œœ œœ jœœ ..œœ
la la la la withœœ œœ œœ œœ Jœœ ..œœ

Œ œœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

C
E C(no3)

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
friends and fam i ly!œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

Gm7 B b

- -

&
?

&
?

b

b
b
b

119

˙̇ Ó
˙̇ Ó

119

...œœœ Jœ Jœ œœ J
œœ

œ œ œ œ

C

˙̇ ˙̇
Fa la˙̇ ˙̇

Œ œœœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F C
E

œœ œœ œœ œœ jœœ ..œœ
la la la la No

œ œ œœ œœ Jœœ ..œœœ œ

Œ œœœ œœ œ
œ Œ œ Œ

Dm C

&
?

&
?

b

b
b
b

122

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
mat ter where we go,œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

122 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

B b

˙̇ Œ œ
we’ll

˙̇ Œ œ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

CHOIR: unisonœ œ œ œ
al ways cher ishœ œ œ œ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

Gm

- - -
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&
?

&
?

b

b
b
b

125 œ œ œ œ œ
Christ mas back at home.œ œ œ œ œ

125

www
˙ œ œ

B b
C

w
w

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F

!

!

...œœœ Jœ œœ œ

˙ œ œ

-

&

&
?

b

b
b

128 jœ .œ œ œ œ
Grand ma makes a fruit

128 wwwb

wb

Eb

ABBY

F

Jœ .œ Ó
cake

www

w

jœ .œ œ œ œ
that no bod y eats

www
w

B b
- - - -

&

&
?

b

b
b

131 œ œ œ œ œ
ex cept the dog.

131

www
w

w

Œ ˙̇̇ œ
œ Œ œ Œ

F

Ó ‰ jœ œ œ
I’ll get an

œ œ œ œ œ
œ Œ œ Œ

ADAM

- -
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&

&
?

b

b
b

134 jœ œ jœ jœ .œ
oth er “home made”

134

wwwb
wb

Eb

(gestures with “air quotes”)
17
(Adam) jœ .œ Œ œ

sweat er Aunt

œœœ
œ œ# œ œ. Œ

3

.˙b œ

œ œ œ jœ .œ
Mel ba or dered

www
w

B b
- - - - -

&

&
?

&
?

b

b

b
b
b

137

œ œ œ œ œ œ
from a cat a log.

!

!
137 œ œ œ w

w

w

!

!

...˙˙̇ œœœ

˙ ˙

Csus

!

Ó jœ .œ
Sing in’

Ó Jœ .œ

˙̇̇ J
œœ ..œœ

œœ œœ œ œ

C

ALL CAST (and CHOIR)f- -

-

&

?

&
?

b

b
b
b

140 ˙̇ ˙̇
Fa la˙̇ ˙̇

140 Œ œœœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F C
E

div.

div.

f

œœ œœ œœ œœ jœœ ..œœ
la la la la Those

œ œ œœ œœ Jœœ ..œœœ œ

Œ œœœ œœ œ
œ Œ œ Œ

Dm C

œœ œœ œ œ œ
spe cial mem o ries,

œ œ œ
œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

B b

- - -
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&

?

&
?

b

b
b
b

143

˙ Ó˙
˙̇ Ó

143 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

(Cast and Choir) ˙̇ ˙̇
Fa la˙̇ ˙̇

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

Gm F

œœ œœ œœ œœ jœœ ..œœ
la la la la withœœ œœ œœ œœ Jœœ ..œœ

Œ œœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

C
E C(no3)

&

?

&
?

b

b
b
b

146

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
friends and fam i ly.

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
146 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ

œ Œ œ œ

Gm7 B b

˙̇ Ó
˙̇ Ó

...œœœ Jœ Jœ œœ J
œœ

œ œ œ œ

C

˙̇ ˙̇
Fa la˙̇ ˙̇

Œ œœœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F C
E

- -

&

?

&
?

b

b
b
b

149

œœ œœ œœ œœ jœœ ..œœ
la la la la No

œ œ œœ œœ Jœœ ..œœœ œ
149 Œ œœœ œœ œ

œ Œ œ Œ

Dm C

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
mat ter where we go,œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

B b

˙̇ Œ œ
we’ll

˙̇ Œ œ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

-
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&

&
?

&
?

b

b

b
b
b

152 œ œ œ œ
al ways cher ish

œ œ œ œ
al ways cher ishœ œ œ œ

152 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

Gm

(Cast)

(Choir)f
œ œ jœ .œ

Christ mas. Sing in’

œ œ Ó
Christ mas.

œ œ Ó

www
˙ œ œ œ

B b
C

˙ ˙
Fa la

˙̇ ˙̇
Fa la˙̇ ˙̇

Œ œœœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F C
E

- -

- -

- -

-

&

&

?

&
?

b

b

b
b
b

155

œ œ œ œ jœ .œ
la la la la Those

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
la la˙̇ ˙̇

155 Œ œœœ œœ œ
œ Œ œ Œ

Dm C

œ œ œ œ œ
spe cial mem o ries,

www
la!ww

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

B b

˙ Ó

˙̇̇ Ó
˙̇ Ó

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

- - -
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&

&

?

&
?

b

b

b
b
b

158 ˙ ˙
Fa la

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
Fa la˙̇ ˙̇

158 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

Gm F

(Cast)

(Choir)

œ œ œ œ jœ .œ
la la la la with

˙̇̇ ‰ ...œœœ
la with˙̇ ‰ ..œœ

Œ œœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

C
E C(no3)

œ œ œ œ œ
friends and fam i ly!

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
friends and fam i ly!œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ

œ œ œ œ

Gm7 B b

- -

- -

&

&
?

&
?

b

b

b
b
b

161

˙ Ó

˙̇̇ Ó
˙̇ Ó

161 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ œ

C

˙ ˙
Fa la

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
Fa la˙̇ ˙̇

Œ œœœ Œ œœ
œ Œ œ Œ

F C
E

œ œ œ œ jœ .œ
la la la la No

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
la la˙̇ ˙̇

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

Dm C
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&

&

?

&
?

b

b

b
b
b

164

œ œ œ œ œ
mat ter where we go,

www
la!ww

164 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

B b

(Choir)

(Cast)

˙ Œ œ
we’ll

˙̇̇ Œ œœ
We’ll˙̇ Œ œœ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ Œ

œ œ œ œ
al ways cher ish

œ œ œ œ
al ways cher ishœ œ œ œ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

Gm

- - -

- -

&

&

?

&
?

b

b

b
b
b

167 œ œ œ œ œ
Christ mas back at home.

œ œ œ œ œ
Christ mas back at home.

œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œœ œœ
167 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ

œ Œ œ œ

B b
C

w

˙ ˙w

ẇ ˙

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

F

Ó Œ œ
We’ll

˙̇ Œ œœ
We’ll

˙
˙̇ Œ œœ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

Dm

-

-
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&

&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b
b

170 œ œ œ œ
al ways cher ish

œœ œœ œœ œœ
al ways cher ishœœ œœ œœ œœ

170 Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

B b

(Cast)

(Choir)

œ œ œ œ œ
Christ mas back at home.

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
Christ mas back at home.

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

B b
C

w

ww
ww

Œ œœœ Œ œœœ
œ Œ œ œ

F

Ó Œ œ
We’ll

˙̇ Ó

˙̇ Ó

www
œ œ œ œ

Dm
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(MEGAN enters near end of song. She is obviously pregnant, bundled in a tattered coat 
with a hat pulled down low, carrying a cardboard sign under her arm. She has an 
obvious “homeless” appearance. She looks around anxiously and is visibly insecure 
and out of place. As the song ends, the crowd clears, making her presence very obvious 
to the audience. The cast goes back to busying themselves around the front desk and 
other areas, away from MEGAN and MR. WISEMAN.)
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SCENE 3

(ADAM can busy himself with straightening the lobby, organizing 
key cards, fixing a luggage cart, etc. MRS. WISEMAN can 
stay busy behind the front desk. MRS. COOPER is offended by 
MEGAN’S presence, and shields ABBY from her.)

(MR. WISEMAN enters and approaches an uncomfortable 
MEGAN.)

MR. WISEMAN: Well, hi, there! You . . . you came after all! (reaching out 
awkwardly to shake her hand but MEGAN turns away, clutching 
her bag and cardboard sign. MR. WISEMAN quickly continues.) 
I was hoping you’d come, but (pauses) I mean, even though I 
see you asking for help downtown most days, when I invited 
you to come here tonight, I wasn’t quite sure you would 
actually show up. (searching for what to say next) Umm . . . you 
hungry? 

MEGAN: (looking around nervously) I shouldn’t be here. (turning to 
leave)

MR. WISEMAN:  No, wait! (MEGAN stops) Don’t go. What I mean is, if you’re 
hungry, we have plenty. If you need somewhere to rest, we 
have the most comfortable rooms in the state. And if you need 
just to talk, I’ve been told I’m a pretty good listener.

MEGAN:  What I need is to be invisible.

MR. WISEMAN:  Ah . . . that’s Magic Tricks 102. I’m still on 101. (pauses) 
Why don’t we start by introducing ourselves? I’m Theodore 
Wiseman.

MEGAN:  I’m Me— (begins to say the first part of her real name, then 
thinks better of it) . . . May. My name is May.

MR. WISEMAN: Well, May, it’s an honor to meet you. You look somehow 
familiar. Have we met before?

MEGAN: (looking away) Yeah . . . maybe in a past life.

MR. WISEMAN: Oh, I, I don’t believe in all that. (trying to lighten the mood) But 
I have been working on my “Tear and Repair” trick. (looks 
around for a piece of paper, spies BAILEY’s drawing of her family 
and picks it up) Here . . . tear this piece of paper into as many 
pieces as you like. 

MEGAN: (looking at the drawing) But it’s some little kid’s drawing. 
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MR. WISEMAN:  No worries. Tear it right up! (MEGAN takes off her gloves, 
tears up the picture and hands him the pieces. He hides his hands 
behind his back.) You know, sometimes we think something is 
just too torn up to be put back together. But . . . then we see 
that . . . (MR. WISEMAN brings his hands out in front of him. 
Instead of an intact drawing, the pieces of paper fall out of his 
hands, floating to the floor in front of MEGAN.) . . . ah, we were 
right! The trick needs a little work, doesn’t it? 

(ADAM runs over to pick up the pieces off the floor.)

MEGAN: Yeah. (looking around nervously and taking a few steps towards 
the door) I should go. (turns to leave)

MR. WISEMAN: Wait! (desperately) Oh, my goodness. May, you have 
something behind your ear.

MEGAN: What?

MR. WISEMAN:  Would you look at that . . . it’s a . . . (reaching behind her 
ear and then revealing a piece of chocolate) . . . it’s a piece of 
chocolate! How did that get there? And not just any chocolate, 
but our famous homemade chocolate from the Bethlehem Inn! 
(offering) Would you like it? 

MEGAN:  Uh, no. Actually . . . (remembering how hungry she is) yes. 
Thanks. (quickly eating the candy)

MR. WISEMAN:   You are hungry, aren’t you? I don’t blame you. After all, you 
are eating for two. (MRS. WISEMAN enters) Mrs. Wiseman! 
Take this young lady to the kitchen for some of your culinary 
magic!

(As ADAM crosses to throw the pieces of paper in the trash, 
MEGAN and MRS. WISEMAN are crossing the stage as well.)

MEGAN: (quietly, to ADAM) Hey, can I have those pieces?

ADAM: (handing her the torn pieces of paper) Sure. 

(MEGAN puts the torn pieces of the picture in her coat pocket. 
As she crosses with MRS. WISEMAN, MEGAN accidentally drops 
one of her gloves. No one notices. They cross to an area on the 
side stage with a little table and three chairs. MEGAN sits. MRS. 
WISEMAN exits and then re-enters bringing MEGAN a plate of 
food. MEGAN eats during the following dialogue. MRS. COOPER 
enters, sees MEGAN, and approaches MR. WISEMAN.)
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MRS. COOPER: Mr. Wiseman, I am quite concerned.

MR. WISEMAN: Well, here at the Bethlehem Inn, your concern is my concern. 
So tell me Mrs. Cooper, what is your concern?

MRS. COOPER: That young lady . . . it looked to me like she just walked in 
off the street. If I had known you were running a homeless 
shelter, I would have thought twice about bringing my 
granddaughter!

MR. WISEMAN: Mrs. Cooper, let me ask you a question. When you saw that 
young girl, what did you see?

MRS. COOPER: Sir?

MR. WISEMAN: Just go along with me. Tell me, what did you see?

MRS. COOPER: Well, I saw a troubled sort who has no respect for the law 
. . . or for authority of any kind. If she did, she would have 
listened to her teachers, obeyed her parents, and she wouldn’t 
be in, in, well . . . (pauses, whispering) the “condition” she’s in.

MR. WISEMAN:  I see. Hmm . . . do you know what I see when I look at her? 
( music begins to “When I Think of Bethlehem”) I 
see a girl who needs to feel loved. I see someone who is facing 
some very scary circumstances right now, and probably has a 
lot more questions than she has answers.  

MRS. COOPER:  Well, I—

MR. WISEMAN:  (interrupting her) I also see every mistake I’ve ever made. And 
for whatever reason, I either got away with it or had someone 
come alongside me to help me through it. So, Mrs. Cooper, 
it begs the question . . . who’s gonna come alongside her and 
help her through this? Are you? Am I?

y<  4
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When I Think of Bethlehem
Words and Music by 

JOEL LINDSEY
and JEFF BUMGARDNER

Arranged by Daniel Semsen

© 2018 Dayspring Music, LLC (BMI)/ Songs From The Inside (BMI) (Adm. by Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.)/ 
Gathering Songs, LLC (BMI) (Adm. by Music Services)/ Sunset Gallery Music (BMI). 

All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

EVEN IF YOU POSSESS A CCLI LICENSE, YOU MAY NOT COPY THIS MUSIC.
If you have questions about CCLI, please call 800/234-2446.

MR. WISEMAN: “I see a girl . . .

MR. WISEMAN: “So, Mrs. Cooper . . . . . . Are you? Am I?”
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(Towards the end of the song, RICHARD, AUDREY, and BAILEY enter the 
hotel lobby and listen for a few moments.)

(spoken) The Bethlehem Inn should be a place where everyone feels loved. 
Even you, Mrs. Cooper.

(spoken) (offended) Even me? What do you mean, even me . . . ? (music 
ends)

MR. WISEMAN:

MRS. COOPER:
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SCENE 4

FRANCES:  Excuse me, Mr. Wiseman, don’t forget . . . tree lighting in five 
minutes!

MR. WISEMAN:  (looking at his watch) Oh, my! You are right! 
 (to MRS. COOPER) Excuse me, ma’am. (MR. WISEMAN exits.)

AUDREY:  (picking up a glove) Whose glove is this? I know this glove. 
(excitedly) It’s Megan’s, Richard. It’s Megan’s glove! (looking 
around frantically) She’s here somewhere!

RICHARD:  (putting his hand on her shoulder) Audrey, don’t. You think 
you see Megan and her stuff everywhere. When is enough, 
enough? 

MRS. COOPER:  (approaching AUDREY) Excuse me, I think you have one of my 
granddaughter’s gloves.

AUDREY:  This is your granddaughter’s glove? (holding it out)

MRS. COOPER:   Yes. She must have dropped it. (taking the glove, crosses away 
from AUDREY)

AUDREY: (crestfallen) Oh.

RICHARD:  See?

BAILEY:  (retracing her steps) Then after I got the chocolate, I came over 
here, took a selfie, and must have set my drawing right here 
on this table. (looking all around the table) My drawing! It’s 
gone! Mommy?! 

RICHARD:  (annoyed) Ugh . . . I’m going to our room. (exits)

AUDREY:  (to JAMIE) Uh, excuse me . . . has anyone turned in a little 
drawing of a family?

JAMIE:  (to FRANCES) Hey, Frances, has anyone turned in, like, a 
drawing?

FRANCES:  Not that I know of.

AUDREY:  Let’s go back to our room, honey. Maybe you left it there.

 (AUDREY and BAILEY exit into the interior of the hotel.)

Welcome to Bethlehem Script.indd   13 2/28/18   1:58 PM

77

FOR P
REVIE

W
 O

NLY



ADAM:  (to FRANCES, holding up his phone) 67 likes!

FRANCES:  Would you put that thing away?! The Bethlehem Inn is in 
serious trouble, Adam! Maybe you could spend your time 
thinking about how you could help.

ADAM:  I am!

FRANCES:  Well, it sure doesn’t look like it.

 (Focus shifts to MR. WISEMAN, sitting with MEGAN and 
MRS. WISEMAN at the little table on the side stage. MEGAN 
occasionally looks around nervously.)

MR. WISEMAN:  (to MEGAN) So, how are you staying warm at night?

MEGAN:  I’ve got a blanket.

MRS. WISEMAN:  And food?

MEGAN:  I try not to think about it.

MRS. WISEMAN:  (interrupting) I don’t know how you don’t think about food. 
When I had a bun in the oven I could have eaten a horse a 
day and still been hungry.

MEGAN:  Yeah. (taking a bite) 

MR. WISEMAN:  Do you know where your family is? 

MEGAN:  No, not really. (quickly) And they can’t see me like this.  

MRS. WISEMAN:  So they don’t know you’re . . . 

MEGAN: . . . pregnant? No. And they won’t. 

MR. WISEMAN:  And the father of the baby?

MEGAN:  Promised me the world. And I believed him. Stupid, I know. 

MRS. WISEMAN:  We want to help you.

MEGAN:  Thanks (pause), but . . . I got myself into this mess. And I have 
to get myself out.
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MR. WISEMAN:  I understand. (standing) Well, you’re always welcome here. 
And hopefully when you come back, I’ll have figured out my 
“Tear and Repair” trick. (cheerfully) And now, I’m about to 
magically light our Christmas tree, if you’d like to join us.

MEGAN: (shaking head) That’s okay. 

MRS. WISEMAN:  Might be the last time we do a tree lighting here at the—

MEGAN: (interrupting) Thanks, but I’ve got to get back to work.

MR. WISEMAN:  Work?

(MEGAN holds up her cardboard sign.) 

MRS. WISEMAN:  Okay, but please, rest here for awhile.

(MRS. WISEMAN and MR. WISEMAN exit. MEGAN stays seated 
as she continues eating. Every now and then, she puts her head in 
her hands to rest.)

( music begins to “Everything Christmas Can Be”) 

(During this song, MR. WISEMAN “magically” turns on the 
Christmas tree lights with grand gestures. All staff and guests 
come out on stage.) 

a<  5
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SCENE 5

MR. WISEMAN:  Thank you all for coming to our annual Christmas tree 
lighting, here at the beautiful Bethlehem Inn! (GUESTS 
applaud) We have made every effort to make this a memorable 
moment for you and your families, as we share the greatest of 
all celebrations with you: the Gift of our Savior, given to us. 
With that in mind, we take great pride in giving back through 
this Christmas tree lighting, as we show the love we have 
for this community and for our friends who have joined us 
here this year from all over the country. Like the many years 
before—

(NEWS REPORTER enters quickly and interrupts, taking notes on 
a digital tablet)

REPORTER: Mr. Wiseman! Mr. Wiseman! Is it true that the Bethlehem Inn 
is currently facing financial difficulties?

MR. WISEMAN:  (stunned) Well . . . I— 

REPORTER: And is it true that because of these difficulties this will 
probably be the last Christmas tree lighting of the Bethlehem 
Inn?

MRS. WISEMAN:  (indignant) Now, just where did you hear that?

(GUESTS and STAFF seem confused, asking questions of each 
other)

REPORTER: And is it true that after Christmas, you’ll have to close the 
doors of the Bethlehem Inn?

(GUESTS and STAFF noisily discuss)

MR. WISEMAN:  Wait! Wait! Everyone, please! Please! As much as I’ve wanted 
to deny it, it’s true. I’m sorry, (GUESTS gasp) but this will 
probably be our last Christmas together . . . at the Bethlehem 
Inn. (GUESTS and STAFF react)

FRANCES: And you were going to tell us…when? 

JAMIE: You were just gonna post it on, like, the front door one day?

MR. WISEMAN:  No. It’s not like that. I . . . I planned on talking with each of 
you. 
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 (ADAM begins recording MR. WISEMAN’s speech on his phone. 
As GUESTS move to hear him better, MEGAN crosses quietly, 
making her way quietly towards the door. As she crosses, she is 
caught in the frame of ADAM’s video. As before, she is bundled 
in her coat and has her hat pulled down low. She turns to look 
towards the phone camera briefly as she crosses. RICHARD, 
AUDREY, BAILEY, and the other guests do not notice her as she 
leaves.)  

 But first, I was really hoping we could save the hotel, and I 
wouldn’t have anything to talk to you about. You all know as 
well as I do that the Bethlehem Inn is more than just a pretty 
building or a Christmas tree lighting or my attempts at magic 
tricks. The Bethlehem Inn is…well, (pauses) it’s family. 

 When most people think of Christmas, ( music 
begins to “Monologue Underscore”) they think of being with 
the people they love, reliving their favorite traditions, and 
making unforgettable memories. They think of the smell 
and taste of their favorite foods and hum the familiar notes 
of their favorite Christmas carol. They can almost see that 
special gift their mom and dad gave them as a child, some of 
which have been handed down to their children and to their 
children’s children. And when they hear the laughter that 
echoes in these walls from years gone by, they can’t help but 
smile. 

 Dozens of nervous young men have dropped to their knee 
right here in this lobby in hopes they would hear a “yes” to 
their proposal, and to this day, “yes” has been the answer 
every time. We watched families spend their very first 
Christmases together here. And we’ve been there as they 
struggled through their first Christmas without the one they 
loved. (RICHARD pulls AUDREY close.)

 I guess what I am trying to say is, the Bethlehem Inn has been 
more than just a hotel to these families. When they think of 
Christmas, they think of all the memories they’ve made in 
these halls.  

 Look around you at these children. They’re our children. 
That’s why we take such care to make staying here extra 
special. From the greeting when you first walk through these 
doors to the turn-down service when you return to your 
room at night, we are family. The Bethlehem Inn is family. 
And I’m heartbroken at the thought that we won’t have the 
opportunity to make even more families a part of our own.

g<  6
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Monologue Underscore
with Silent Night! Holy Night!

DANIEL SEMSEN
Arranged by Daniel Semsen

© 2018 Family Gathering Songs, LLC (ASCAP) (Adm. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.

EVEN IF YOU POSSESS A CCLI LICENSE, YOU MAY NOT COPY THIS MUSIC.
If you have questions about CCLI, please call 800/234-2446.

MR. WISEMAN: “. . . they think of being . . . 
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MR. WISEMAN: . . . a part of our own.”
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(Segue directly to “We Need a Silent Night Again”)
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We Need a Silent Night Again
Words and Music by 

JOEL LINDSEY, JEFF BUMGARDNER 
and WAYNE HAUN

Arranged by Daniel Semsen

© 2017, this arr. 2018 Dayspring Music, LLC (BMI)/ Songs From The Inside (BMI)/ Sea Smoke Music (BMI) 
(All adm. by Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.)/ Sunset Gallery Music (BMI). 

All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

EVEN IF YOU POSSESS A CCLI LICENSE, YOU MAY NOT COPY THIS MUSIC.
If you have questions about CCLI, please call 800/234-2446.

(  music begins to “We Need a Silent Night Again”)

(During the beginning of this song, ADAM is on his phone uploading the 
video clip of MR. WISEMAN’s speech to the internet.)
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*Vocals cut off before accompaniment track.
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SCENE 6

 (JAMIE, FRANCES, and ADAM are gathered around the front 
desk. GUESTS may stay onstage, playing checkers, reading 
magazines, etc.)

JAMIE:  So, what are we gonna do? Nobody’s hiring in this town, 
especially right after the holidays.

FRANCES:  Uh, yep. (sarcastically) Merry Christmas to us.

ADAM:  This isn’t just a job, it’s my life! Mr. Wiseman’s like a dad to 
me! 

JAMIE:  Boy, I never saw this one comin’.

FRANCES:  I’m kinda sorry we found out when we did. Maybe it would 
have been better to go through the holidays not knowing this 
was about to happen.  

 (MRS. WISEMAN enters and approaches the trio.)

JAMIE:  Well, that’s that . . .  

 ( music begins to “This Time Next Year”)

MRS. WISEMAN:  Yes, maybe “that’s that.” But if I’ve learned anything in my 
life, it’s that I’m not in control. God is. Now His plan might 
not be what I thought I wanted, but His plan is good. My job 
is to trust Him. 

JAMIE:  Easy for you to say, Mrs. Wiseman. You don’t have student 
loans or a car payment.

MRS. WISEMAN:  (quietly) No, I just have a hotel that I love.

ADAM:  (music changes, meas. 9) But you guys, the story isn’t over yet! 
Hey, who knows what could happen in a few minutes or hours 
or days? Who knows where we could all be this time next 
year?

;<  8
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This Time Next Year
Words and Music by 

JOEL LINDSEY
and JEFF BUMGARDNER

Arranged by Daniel Semsen

© 2018 Dayspring Music, LLC (BMI)/ Songs From The Inside (BMI) (Adm. by Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.)/ 
Gathering Songs, LLC (BMI) (Adm. by Music Services)/ Sunset Gallery Music (BMI). 

All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

EVEN IF YOU POSSESS A CCLI LICENSE, YOU MAY NOT COPY THIS MUSIC.
If you have questions about CCLI, please call 800/234-2446.

MRS. WISEMAN: “Yes, maybe . . .

MRS. WISEMAN: . . . hotel that I love.”

ADAM: “But you guys, . . .

. . . time next year?”
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SCENE 7

(As the GUESTS and STAFF are finishing up the song, BAILEY is 
looking at her phone. She jumps up and excitedly tries to get her 
parents’ attention.)

BAILEY: Mom! Dad! I want to show you something.

RICHARD: Not now.

AUDREY: Honey, please put your phone away. 

BAILEY: But it’s really important. Look! (showing them) So, I’m 
following the Bethlehem Inn online and somebody posted a 
video of Mr. Wiseman giving his speech a little bit ago. See?

RICHARD: We were here, Bailey. We don’t need to watch the speech 
again.

BAILEY: Wait! But look, in the beginning of the video. Look close in 
the background. See when the girl walks behind him and 
looks this way? (pauses) See? Here, I’ll go back. (pauses) Now 
. . . there! I paused it. Look at her face. I’ll zoom in. Look! 
Doesn’t it look just like . . . 

AUDREY: Like who?

BAILEY: I know this is crazy. But doesn’t it look just like Megan? 
(looking up) Doesn’t it?

RICHARD: No, it looks like a homeless girl. Your sister is not homeless. 
She’s got that boyfriend now, and I’m sure she’s fine. 
Somewhere. (quietly to himself) At least, I hope she’s fine.

AUDREY: Let me see that! (taking the phone, AUDREY covers her mouth in 
surprise when she recognizes MEGAN in the video) Richard, do 
you think it could—

RICHARD: (interrupting her) Honey, if she were here, we would know. 

AUDREY: Unless she didn’t want us to know.

BAILEY: Why wouldn’t she want us to know?

AUDREY: I don’t know, honey. Probably (pauses) . . . shame. It’s the 
biggest reason why we hide from each other. (pauses) Wait! 
(suddenly thinks of something) Oh, Bailey, let me see that video 
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again. Can you go back to the beginning? (taking a moment to 
view the video, then turning to RICHARD) Honey, look closer.  
Doesn’t it look like— No . . . please, God. She’s, she’s . . . 
(begins to cry) . . . she’s going to have a baby.

RICHARD: (prayerfully looking up) Oh, Lord! Help us!

BAILEY: If she needs help, I want to help her!

RICHARD: (quickly putting on his coat) And so do I. If she left during Mr. 
Wiseman’s speech, she couldn’t have gotten far. 

BAILEY: Can I come, too?

AUDREY: Of course, honey, we’re a family. And we always will be.

(RICHARD, AUDREY, and BAILEY exit to the hotel exterior.)

( music begins to “Hope”) $<  9
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SCENE 8

 (After song ends, FRANCES and ADAM enter quickly to address 
the rest of the STAFF.)

FRANCES:  We need everyone who’s trained on the phones to head to the 
back office . . . and quick!!

MR. WISEMAN:  (putting on his managerial hat) What’s going on?

ADAM:  I don’t know, but the phones are ringing off the hook!

MRS. WISEMAN:  Is there an emergency?

FRANCES:  I guess you could call it that, but people are calling to book 
rooms for weddings and family reunions and for all kinds of 
things! Can you believe it? (laughing with glee)

JAMIE:  Are you serious?

ADAM:  (looking at his phone) Whoa! Whoa! WHOA!!

MRS. WISEMAN:  “Whoa” what?

ADAM:  (holding up his phone) Check this out! I posted Mr. Wiseman’s 
speech from the Christmas tree lighting, and it’s already got 
12,132 likes. (STAFF reacts with excitement) And . . . 217 people 
have shared it! It’s going viral!

FRANCES:  It’s like magic, Mr. Wiseman!  

ADAM:  Oh, it’s not magic; it’s social media!

MRS. WISEMAN:  It’s not social media . . . it’s a miracle!

MR. WISEMAN:  (laughing) Adam, you and your blasted phone! (hugging 
ADAM)  
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MRS. WISEMAN:  (to JAMIE and FRANCES) If we have a full calendar, guess 
what?

JAMIE:  What?

MRS. WISEMAN:  (with joy) We’re still in business!

FRANCES:  (looking up from a phone call) Oh, we have a full calendar all 
right!

 (MR. WISEMAN resumes his role as a magician as dramatically 
he takes out a large, colorful ball and cup magic trick. Initially, 
the cup is empty.)

MR. WISEMAN:  One minute you think you’re out of hope . . . empty . . . 
washed up . . . not a chance for things to turn around this 
time. (dramatically showing the STAFF an empty cup) And then  
. . . (putting the lid on the cup, he takes it off to reveal a ball 
inside) . . . BAM! There it is—Hope!

ADAM:  We are at the Bethlehem Inn, after all. Isn’t Bethlehem where 
hope started in the first place? 

MR. WISEMAN:  That’s true. ( music begins to “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem Medley”) Hope to keep a hotel afloat is one thing. 
Hope for our drowning souls is quite another. I remember 
being empty, washed up, not a chance for things to turn 
around . . . no way back to a holy God after the mess I had 
made of my life. But He sent His perfect Son, Jesus, into our 
broken world, into my broken life, into a little town called 
Bethlehem. And it’s through Him that every one of us has 
hope.

(<  10
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O Little Town of Bethlehem Medley
with It Came upon the Midnight Clear

and Angels We Have Heard on High
 LEWIS H. REDNER

Arranged by Daniel Semsen
PHILLIPS BROOKS

Arr. © 2018 Family Gathering Songs, LLC (ASCAP) (Adm. by Music Services). All Rights Reserved.

EVEN IF YOU POSSESS A CCLI LICENSE, YOU MAY NOT COPY THIS MUSIC.
If you have questions about CCLI, please call 800/234-2446.

10 O Little Town of Bethlehem Medley.musx, Page 1

136

FOR P
REVIE

W
 O

NLY



&
?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

16 œ œ jœ ‰ œ
Beth le hem, howœ œ jœ ‰ œ

16 Œ œ œ ˙
œ œ .˙

A b

œ œ œ œ œ
still we see thee

œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ ˙̇
jœ .œ ˙̇

B bsus B b7

˙ Œ œ
lie! A˙ Œ œœ œ

‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ
w

Eb

div.
- - -

&

?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

19

œ œ œœn œœ
bove thy deep and

œ

œœ œœb œœ œœ
19

œœ œœ œœœn œœœ
œœ œœb œœ œœ

Eb Eb
D b C C7

div. œœ œœ jJœ
‰ œœ

dream less sleep the

œ
œ

œ
œ

jœœ ‰ œœ
œœ œ œœ ‰ jœ œ œ
˙ ˙

Fm

œœ œ œ ..œœ jœœ
si lent stars go

œ
œœ œ œ ..œœ J

œœœ

œœ œ œ ..œœ jœ
˙̇ ˙̇

Eb
B b B b6

- -

&

?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

22

˙̇ Œ œœ
by. Yet

˙̇ Œ œœ œ
22

˙̇̇ ˙̇

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Eb

œœ œœ œœ œœ
in thy dark streets

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœ œœ œœ œœ

Cm A bmaj7Cm
B b

˙̇n jœœ ‰ œœ
shin eth the

˙̇ jœœ ‰ œœ

..œœn jœ .œ jœ
œ œ .˙

G

-

10 O Little Town of Bethlehem Medley.musx, Page 2

137

FOR P
REVIE

W
 O

NLY



&

?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

25

œœ œœ{ œœ œœ
ev er last ing

œœ œœ{ œœ œœ
25

œœ œœ œœ œœœ
œœ œœ{ œœ œœ

Cm A bmaj7 FmB b

˙̇n Œ œ
Light; the

˙̇ Œ œ

˙̇̇n œœœ œ œ œ
œ œ œ ˙

G

unison

unison

œ œ œ# œ
hopes and fears of

œ œ œ# œ

œœœ{ œ œ# œ

œ œ{ œ ˙

Eb

- - -

&
?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

86

86

86

86

28 œ œ jœ ‰ œœ
all the years areœ œ jœ ‰ œœ

28

˙̇ ˙̇
œ œ ˙ œ

A b2

div.

div.

œœ œ ..œœ jœœ
met in thee toœœ œœ ..œœ Jœœ

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
˙̇ ˙̇

Eb
B b B b6

rit.

rit.

.˙
night.

.˙

...œœœ œ# jœ

..˙̇

Eb

q . = 4547
CHOIR: unison

-

&
?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

31 !

!
31

...œœœ œ# jœ

..˙̇

Fm7

IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR (Edmund H. Sears/Richard S. Willis)

!

!

...œœœ“b œœœ jœ

..˙̇

B bm7

Œ . ‰ ‰ jœ
It

Œ . ‰ ‰ Jœ

....œœœœb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ .œ

B bm7
Eb

F

10 O Little Town of Bethlehem Medley.musx, Page 3

138

FOR P
REVIE

W
 O

NLY



&
?

&
?

bbbb

bbbb
bbbb

bbbb

34 œ jœ œ œ œ
came up on theœ Jœ œ œ œ

34

œœœ œ œ ...œœœ
.œ .œ

A b A bsus

œ jœ jœ ‰ jœ
mid night clear, that

œ Jœ Jœ ‰ Jœ

œœœ jœ œœœ œ œ œ
.œ .œ

A b

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
glo rious song ofœœ Jœœ œœ Jœœ

...œœœ ...œœœ
œ jœ .œ

D b

div.

div.

- - -

&

?

&
?

bbbb

bbbb
bbbb

bbbb

37 ..œœ jœœ ‰ jJœ
old, from

..œœ Jœœ ‰ jJœ
37 ...œœœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ .œ

Eb

œ jœ œ œ œ
an gels bend ing

œœ jœœ œ Jœ

œœ jœœ œœ jœœ
œœœ œ œ ...œœœ

.œ .œ

A b A bsus

œœ jœœ jœœ ‰ jœœ
near the earth to

œœ jœœ jœœ ‰ jœœ

...œœœ œœœ œ œ œ œ
œ jœ .œ

A b

- -

&

?

&
?

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

40

œœ jœœ œ œ œ
touch their harps of

œ Jœ

œœ Jœœ œœ Jœœ
40

œœœ jœœœ œœœ œ œ
œ œ œ .œ

D b Eb

.œ jœ ‰ jœœ
gold: “Peace

.œ Jœ

.œ jœ ‰ J
œœ.œ Jœ

œœœ œ œ œœ œ œœ
.œ .œ

A b

œœ jJœ œ œn œn
on the earth, good

œ Jœ
œœ J

œœ œ jœœ œn œn

...œœœn œœœ
jœœ

œ jœ œ œn œn

C C
D

C
E

-

10 O Little Town of Bethlehem Medley.musx, Page 4

139

FOR P
REVIE

W
 O

NLY



&

?

&
?

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

43

œœ jœœ jœœ ‰ jœœ
will to men, from

œœ Jœœn Jœœ ‰ Jœœ
43 œœœ jœœ œœœ

jœœ
œ jœn .œ

Fm C
E Fm

œ œ œ œ œ œ
heav’n’s all gra cious

œ{ Jœ œn Jœ
œœ J

œœ œœ J
œœ

œœœ{ œ œ ..œœn
.œ ..œœ

Eb
B b B b7

.œ ‰ ‰ jJœ
King!” The

..œœ ‰ ‰ jJœ

œœœ jœ œ# œ œ
.œ .œ

Eb

--

&

?

&
?

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

44

44

44

44

46 œœ jœ œ œ œ
world in sol emn

Jœ œ Jœ

œœ jœœ œœ jœœ
46

œœ œ œ ...œœœ
..œœ .œ

A b A bsus

œœ jœœ jœœ ‰ jœ
still ness lay to

œœ jœœ jœœ ‰ Jœ

œœ jœœ œœ jœ
œ jœ .œ

A b A bsus A b

CHOIR: unison

œ jœ œ œ œ
hear the an gels

œ Jœ œ œ œ

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ
.œ .œ

D b Eb

rit.

rit.

- - -

&
?

&
?

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

44

44

44

44

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

49 w
sing.w

49

œœœ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ
˙ ˙

FmA b

q = 93 48

!

!

˙̇̇ œœœ œ œ œ
˙ ˙

B bm7 Eb

!

!

˙̇̇ œœœ œ œ œ
˙ ˙

A b D b

!

!

..œœ
jœœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ

Eb

10 O Little Town of Bethlehem Medley.musx, Page 5

140

FOR P
REVIE

W
 O

NLY



&

?

&
?

bbb

bbb

bbb
bbb

53 ˙ œ œ œ œ
Glo

˙ œ œ œ œ

53 ˙̇̇ œœœ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

Eb Cm

f

f

div.

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (Trad. French carol/Trad. French melody)

˙ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ ˙

˙ œ œœ œ œ œ ˙

˙̇̇ œœœ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

Fm B b

div.

˙ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ ˙

˙ œ œœ œ œ œ ˙

˙̇̇ œœœ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

Eb A b

- - -

&

?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb

56

..œœ jJœ œ Œ
ri a

..œœ J
œœ œœ Œ

56

...œœœ jœ œ œœœ

œ œ œœ œœ

B b B b
A b

œœ œœ œœ œœ
in ex cel sis

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
œ œ œ œ

Eb
G B b Eb A b

˙̇ œœ Œ
De o,˙̇ œœ Œ

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇
‰ . rœœ œœ œœ ‰ œœ œœ œœ œœ

B bEb
B b

- - - - -

10 O Little Town of Bethlehem Medley.musx, Page 6

141

FOR P
REVIE

W
 O

NLY



&

?

&
?

bbb

bbb

bbb
bbb

59 ˙ œ œ œ œ
Glo

˙ œ œ œ œ

˙ œ œ œ œ˙ œ œ œ œ
59 ˙̇̇ œœœ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

Eb Cm

ƒ

ƒ

˙ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ ˙

˙ œ œœ œ œ œ ˙

˙̇̇ œœœ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

Fm B b

˙ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ ˙

˙ œ œœ œ œ œ ˙

˙̇̇ œœœ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

Eb A b

- - -

&

?

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb
bbb !

62

..œœ jJœ œ Œ
ri a

..œœ J
œœ œœ Œ

62

...œœœ jœ œ œœœ
œœ œ œ œ œœ

B b B b
A b

rit.

rit.

œœ œœ œœ œœ
in ex cel sis

œœ œœ œœ œœ
œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

Eb
G B b Eb A b

Slower  q = 83 

˙̇ ..œœ jœœ
De

˙̇ ..œœ Jœœ
œœœ œ œ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ ˙̇

Eb
B b B b7

rit.

rit.

ww
U

o!

wwU

www
U

ww
U

Eb

- - - - -

10 O Little Town of Bethlehem Medley.musx, Page 7

142

FOR P
REVIE

W
 O

NLY



SCENE 9

 (ABBY enters and approaches the front desk holding out the lost 
glove to FRANCES.)

ABBY:  Excuse me, my grandma thought this was my glove, but it’s 
not. Looks a lot like it, but I have both of mine right here.

FRANCES:  Alright sweetie, thank you. I’ll put it in my drawer. I’m 
sure the rightful owner will turn up soon, with how cold it 
is outside tonight. (offering candy) Would you like a piece of 
chocolate?

ABBY:  Umm . . . maybe. How old is it?

FRANCES:  Just made it yesterday.

ABBY:  Then, yes, I’ll take a piece. Thanks. (taking chocolate from the 
candy bowl and eating it)

FRANCES:  And so will I! (cheerfully pops a chocolate in her mouth)

 (MEGAN enters, still looking around nervously, and approaches 
the front desk.)

MEGAN:  Excuse me. I think I left my glove here. Did anyone turn one 
in?

FRANCES:  Why, yes! It’s right here. (handing her the glove)

MEGAN:  (turning to leave) Also . . . umm . . . could you please tell me 
if the Jorgensens are staying here? A Richard, Audrey, and a 
little girl named Bailey?

FRANCES:  Hmm . . . let me check. (checking) Yes, they sure are! Would 
you like me to ring their room?

MEGAN:  No! Please, don’t! I mean . . . no, thank you. (briskly crossing 
to the door to exit, nearly running into MR. WISEMAN)

MR. WISEMAN:  May! You came back!

MEGAN:  I just came back to get my glove. I must have dropped it. 

MR. WISEMAN:  Please don’t spend the night outside. It’s cold, and it’s not 
safe. I’m sure we have a room available . . . on the house. (to 
FRANCES) We have a room available tonight for this young 
lady, don’t we, Frances?
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FRANCES:  I’m sorry, sir. But we are completely full tonight.

MR. WISEMAN:  (sighing) Well, let’s see . . . since there’s no room in the Inn, 
we just might have a stable out back. (seeing FRANCES’ 
shocked expression) Oh, I’m just kidding. We’ll come up with 
something. And not a stable, I promise.

MEGAN:  Wait . . . is that what this is? I’m some kind of (pauses) 
“stand-in” for Mary?

MR. WISEMAN:  No, no, please. I’m so sorry. I was just . . . 

MEGAN:  (interrupting) No, I get it. I’m a charity case, and you’ll get 
extra gems in your crown someday if you help me. I already 
told you, I don’t need your help. I don’t need anyone’s help! 
(turning quickly to run for the door, MRS. COOPER stands in her 
way.) Get out of my way!

MRS. COOPER:  (blocking MEGAN) I can’t do that.

MEGAN:  Why not?

MRS. COOPER:  Because (pauses) I . . . because I see myself in you, young lady. 
Believe me, I haven’t wanted to. But years ago, I was you! 
Scared. Pregnant. Running for the door. And I want to tell you 
that beyond that door is just more pain. 

MEGAN:  I can do this on my own. I have to do this on my own!

MRS. COOPER:  Oh, I know. I thought I had to do it on my own, too. But I 
see now that there were scores of people in Forsyth County, 
Georgia who would have given their eyeteeth to help me. 

MR. WISEMAN:  (stepping forward) And I’m one of those people right here, 
right now. Would you let me help you, May?

MEGAN:  (angrily) My name isn’t May, okay? And I don’t know why 
I keep ending up back here where I don’t want to be, but I 
do. (pauses) Because you invited me, that’s why! I came here 
because you invited me. (breaking down) And I know you. And 
you know me, Mr. Wiseman. The Bethlehem Inn is where I 
spent every Christmas since I was little. I . . . (sighing) I love 
this place. I always have. And I miss it. But . . . I don’t belong 
here anymore. It’s all too . . . perfect. I . . . (sighing) I just 
don’t belong here anymore.
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MR. WISEMAN:  (with sudden realization) Megan Jorgensen! I remember you 
now. You know, Megan, you might think you don’t belong 
here, but this is exactly where you belong. The Bethlehem Inn 
isn’t for people who have it all together. It’s for people who 
need to be loved! And that’s me, and you, and Mrs. Cooper.      

MRS. WISEMAN:  And me.

JAMIE:  Me, too.

FRANCES:  Yeah, I need a lot of love. And coffee.

 (MEGAN pauses, looking with confusion at the STAFF.)

MEGAN:  Why do you want to help me so bad? I’m just a big mess.

MR. WISEMAN:  Because we’re all a big mess. And that’s why we all need 
Bethlehem. ( music begins to “You Have Changed 
the World”) I needed to be reminded tonight that even though 
it looks like everything has fallen apart, God is always at work 
behind the scenes, making something beautiful out of our 
mess. You know, it’s okay to feel a little lost sometimes, but 
it’s not okay to feel like you’ll never be anything more than 
your mistakes. That’s the beauty of Christmas. You know the 
story–an unwed mother, an unexpected pregnancy; turns out 
the thing was planned all along.

MEGAN:  You really think so?

MR. WISEMAN:  (with assurance) I really do. 

Q<  11
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SCENE 10

 (MRS. WISEMAN enters)

MR. WISEMAN:  (turning compassionately to MEGAN) You know, your family is 
staying here this Christmas.

MEGAN:  I know. (looking down with shame) But they wouldn’t want to 
see me. I burned that bridge last summer.

MRS. WISEMAN:  Oh, but you never know. (gently) They just might be some of 
the people who would want to help you. (music ends)

FRANCES:  I know your little sister misses you. She even came to the front 
desk and got a piece of chocolate for you. 

MEGAN:  (smiling in surprise) She did? (nodding) Yeah, she knows how 
much I love your chocolate. (laughs)

MR. WISEMAN:  Should we ring their room?

MEGAN:  I don’t know. (pauses and looks up for support) You’ll be here, 
right?

MR. WISEMAN:  I’m not going anywhere.

MEGAN:  Okay . . . you can call their room.

FRANCES:  (calling) It’s ringing. 

 (MEGAN is facing the front desk watching FRANCES when 
RICHARD, AUDREY, and BAILEY enter through the front door.)

ADAM 
and JAMIE:  (welcoming the Jorgensens) Welcome to Bethlehem! 

 (MEGAN turns around to see her family enter and immediately 
turns back around, ashamed.)

RICHARD:  Thanks. (taking off his coat and approaching MR. WISEMAN) 
Mr. Wiseman, we have reason to believe that earlier this 
evening, our daughter, Megan, was here. 

AUDREY:  She really needs our help, and now she’s out there somewhere 
in the cold.

BAILEY:  Can you please help us find my sister?
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MR. WISEMAN:  I believe I can. 

 [ music begins to “Everything Christmas Can Be 
(Finale),” found on page 159. MR. WISEMAN crosses to the 
front desk and stands next to MEGAN. He puts his hand on her 
shoulder. She slowly turns around to face her family.]

MEGAN:  (with apprehension) Hi.

AUDREY:  Megan! 

 (RICHARD, AUDREY and BAILEY run to embrace her.)

MEGAN:  I’m so sorry.

BAILEY:  For what?

MEGAN:  I’m going to have a baby.

RICHARD:  No, honey, we’re all going to have a baby.

 [Choir begins singing “Everything Christmas Can Be (Finale)”]

 (During the instrumental break starting on p. 164, ms. 47, 
RICHARD approaches MR. WISEMAN.) 

RICHARD:  (page 164, ms. 49) Mr. Wiseman, I can’t thank you enough for 
being so instrumental in bringing my daughter back to us. As 
a token of my appreciation, (taking out his checkbook) do you 
accept corporate sponsorships?

MR. WISEMAN:  (taken back) Corporate sponsorships? Well, I . . . 

MRS. WISEMAN:  (stepping forward) Yes, we do, Dr. Jorgensen! In fact, I can 
help you set that up right over here. (MRS. WISEMAN leads 
RICHARD to the front desk.)

BAILEY:  (to MEGAN) So you can stay with me in our room? It’s perfect 
because I drew you in my picture, but then I lost it. (turning to 
MR. WISEMAN) Mr. Wiseman, have you seen my drawing of 
my family? I’m sure I left it on that little table. It had me, my 
mom, . . . 

MR. WISEMAN:  (interrupting) Oh, the drawing! That was yours! Yes, now, 
let’s see, I picked it up here and gave it to . . . uh, May . . . I 
mean, Megan. And then . . . oh no, it was part of my “Tear 
and Repair” trick which, as I recall, I had only mastered the 

T<  12
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“tear” part of the trick up until that point. The “repair” failed 
miserably. 

MEGAN:  (regretfully) Mr. Wiseman asked me to tear it up, and I did. 
I’m sorry, Bailey.

MR. WISEMAN:  And it floated to the floor in a million pieces.

ADAM:  (jumping forward) But then I picked up the pieces and I . . . I 
handed them (to MEGAN) to you.

MEGAN:  (to BAILEY) And I took them because I thought they might be 
yours and I put them (remembering) . . . in my pocket! (putting 
her hand in her coat pocket) And here they . . . (pulling out a 
beautiful, sparkling handkerchief with BAILEY’s drawing of the 
family intact) Wait! How did . . . ? Mr. Wiseman! (looking up) 
You did it! Look at this!

MR. WISEMAN:  I did? (inspecting the handkerchief) How did I . . . ? (laughing) 
Oh . . . no, my friends. This wasn’t my doing. There is only 
One Who can take what has been truly torn and turn it into 
something this beautiful! 

 (MR. WISEMAN hands the magic handkerchief to BAILEY, who 
dances over to show it to AUDREY and RICHARD. The family 
tightly hugs MEGAN.) 
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Everything Christmas Can Be (Finale)
Words and Music by 

JOEL LINDSEY
and JEFF BUMGARDNER

Arranged by Daniel Semsen
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HOPE (Joel Lindsey/Jeff Bumgardner) œœ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Hope, when you face the dark ness.œœ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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f CHOIR

-

MEGAN: . . . Wait! 

How did . . . ? Mr. Wiseman! . . . 

MR. WISEMAN: . . . something this beautiful!” 
(MR. WISEMAN hands the magic handkerchief to 
BAILEY, who dances over to show it to AUDREY 
and RICHARD. The family tightly hugs MEGAN.)

Hope: © 2018 Dayspring Music, LLC (BMI)/ Songs From The Inside (BMI) (Adm. by Warner-Tamerlane 
Publishing Corp.)/ Gathering Songs, LLC (BMI) (Adm. by Music Services)/ Sunset Gallery Music (BMI). 

All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
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• Plot Synopsis

• Detailed Character 
Profiles 

• Costuming Ideas

• Suggested Prop List

• Set Design and  
Staging Suggestions

• Running Script

• Lighting, Audio and 
Video Suggestions

PRODUCTION 
MANUAL

Packed full 
of resources 

to make 
presenting 

your musical 
easier!

THE PRODUCTION MANUAL INCLUDES 
PDF DOCUMENTS OF THE FOLLOWING:

Welcome to Bethlehem
A MUSICAL STAGE PLAY 

FOR CHRISTMAS
FOR ACTORS, SOLOISTS, 

CHOIR & ORCHESTRA

CALL us at 888-324-9673 or VISIT us at WordChoralClub.com 
Also available at your local retailer!

FOR P
REVIE

W
 O

NLY



Welcome to Bethlehem (Opener)

We Come Here Every Christmas

Back at Home

When I Think of Bethlehem

Everything Christmas Can Be

Monologue Underscore  
with  

Silent Night! Holy Night!

We Need a Silent Night Again

This Time Next Year

Hope

O Little Town of Bethlehem Medley  
with  

It Came upon the Midnight Clear  
and  

Angels We Have Heard on High

You Have Changed the World

Everything Christmas Can Be (Finale)

“It’s our mantra, it’s our motto, it’s the way we greet each guest… 
‘Welcome to Bethlehem!’ ”

 

Join us for an exciting evening at the Bethlehem Inn, where the brilliant creators 
of Dove Award-nominated Shepherds and Kings and Under a Starry Sky (Joel 

Lindsey, Jeff Bumgardner and Heidi Petak) bring you a fresh, new, heart-touching 
story that can’t help but resonate with everyone who hears it. Word Music & Church 
Resources proudly presents the new dramatic Christmas musical, WELCOME TO 
BETHLEHEM!
 
Christmas is a time for joy and bringing hope to a hurting world – which is exactly 
what the Bethlehem Inn does every day of the holiday season for its guests! At 
Christmastime, people from all over travel far and wide to stay at the Bethlehem 
Inn. Located in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, guests come to enjoy the magnificent 
decorations and grand holiday festivities. But more than anything else, they come to 
experience the warm welcome and kind service provided by the owners, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wiseman, along with their friendly and helpful hotel staff. Throughout this musical, 
the theme of hope shines through during the different real-life circumstances faced 
by various characters. From a couple struggling financially to keep their hotel running, 
to a teenage runaway needing help when she finds herself homeless, WELCOME TO 
BETHLEHEM will inspire and stir the hearts of every cast member and audience to 
remember “when it seems you just can’t go on, there’s always hope.”
 
WELCOME TO BETHLEHEM is filled with songs that will kindle all the emotions 
Christmas can bring! Hear the joy of everyone arriving at the Bethlehem Inn for the 
best day of the year in the fun, vibrant song “We Come Here Every Christmas”…
experience the remembrance of the Savior born of a young girl in “We Need a Silent 
Night Again”…and identify with the compelling lyrics about a changing world and 
having hope when everything else seems lost, in the songs “This Time Next Year” and 
“Hope.” Each song is designed to bring you back to the realization of “Everything 
Christmas Can Be!” So invite your church and community to “come, gather ‘round 
and come, join the song” at our favorite destination this year: WELCOME TO 
BETHLEHEM!

080689605178                  WELCOME TO BETHLEHEM                  Arr. Semsen                  SATB

wordchoralclub.com
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